
Release No.: 68/NOV 
01-1/88/11/25 

SPEECH BY PRESIDENT WEE KIM WEE 
AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF KING EDWARD VII HALL 

ON FRIDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 1988 AT 6.00 PM 

It gives me great pleasure to be invited to officiate 
at the opening of King Edward VII Hall. Indeed, you have a 
hall that is uniquely sited on Kent Ridge, taking advantage 
of the surrounding natural and developed landscape. From 

its height, the hall overlooks Prince George's park below 
and commands a magnificent view of the west coast of 
Singapore where on clear days, I am told, the brilliant hues 
of the sunset can be breathtaking. Because of these 
advantages the hall has been nicknamed "The seaview 
hostel". The residents are lucky. 

While it is entirely appropriate that a feeling of 
pride and euphoria should permeate among the residents, such 
an occasion also gives opportunity for circumspection. 
There is no denying the hall's long history and past 
achievements occupy a special place in the annals of the 
University. The Hall traces its origin to the Federated 
Malay States (FMS) hostel built in 1916 at Sepoy Lines to 
accommodate medical students. It was later named King 
Edward VII Hall. 

In its long history of 72 years, the tradition and 
distinctive character of the hall have been handed down to 
successive generations of students who spent some of the 
best years of their lives under its roof, before going on to 



However, the successes achieved should be exploited 
for bigger things in the future. The Vice-Chancellor in his 
1987 convocation speech referred to the halls of residence 
on campus and expressed the hope that with completion of the 
two new halls "it will then be possible to expose the 
majority of students to at least one year of residence in 
the Halls - an experience that makes for a more rounded 
education." 

excel in their careers. Several of them have rendered 
distinguished services to the Singapore community. Dwelling 
at length on the past, however glorious, and missing the 
focus on the present and its opportunities, is not what your 
forebears would have wished. 

When the first generation of halls of residence was 
built in the 1950s there was the desire to model them after 
the famous colleges of Oxford and Cambridge but without 
their tutorial systems. 

Each hall was encouraged to evolve certain noble 
distinctive traditions. Life in the hall was seen as an 
extension and expansion of life beyond the lecture rooms, 
the libraries and the laboratories. Thus, organised 
activities centred on the social, welfare, recreational, 
sports and cultural spheres. The halls of residence that 
were completed in the 1980s in Kent Ridge have adopted these 
traditions and practices and have enlarged and improved upon 
them. In different measures they have succeeded. 

If there is an area where the halls of residence can 
contribute even more, it is this: their role in the larger 
educational experience. Here I am not referring to didactic 
instruction for which our students are already well provided 
but of things "intellectual" and aesthetic, of debate and 
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discussion, of interesting and stimulating conversation, of 
acquiring poise and graces,. of developing literary and 
artistic tastes. The halls-are well placed to promote and 
encourage such activities which will give the valuable 
counterpoise to the many others that already exist. 

Still another area for exploration is that of co- 
operation between the halls of residence. The stress on 
creating and maintaining traditions has tended to highlight 
each hall's distinctiveness from other halls. This has the 
virtue of winning the loyalty and support of the hall's 
members. Consequently, inter-hall activities emphasize 
competition more than they do cooperation. 

Perhaps, as halls mature and feel secure in their 
history and identity, there may be room for cooperation, for 
example, in one big annual combined effort. Since 
opportunities to express individuality are many, such an 
event will demonstrate a solidarity among halls that will 
help build camaraderie and fellowship. 

King Edward VII Hall, more than any other hall, has 
had to face changes when it was relocated in Kent Ridge. 
Admission of students from different faculties has been a 
longstanding practice for the other halls but not so for 
King Edward VII Hall. Until a little over a year ago, its 
student composition had been almost entirely from the 
medical and dental faculties. 

Today, things are different. Medical and dental 
students, as a group, and science and engineering students 
are the two largest represented in the hall, each with 46 
per cent of the total. There are smaller numbers of 
students from the faculties of arts and social sciences, 
business administration, building and estate management and 
law. 



There can be little doubt that the policy is a good 
one as it makes the student of one faculty aware that other 
faculties exist and provide him with some insight into their 
work, outlook and special problems. I am glad to learn that 
the students of King Edward VII Hall have been quick to 
respond to this change as evidenced by the composition of 
the junior common room committee. I am sure that the senior 
common room committee will also move in this direction. 

No doubt the majority of the present fellows will 
provide the much needed continuity to the hall's immediate 
past. That said, new fellows drawn from other disciplines 
can also contribute immensely towards enriching the social, 
intellectual life in the Hall and help build a strong 
tradition of dynamism and cohesiveness for the Hall. 

In conclusion, I wish all of you in King Edward VII 
Hall every success in the years ahead as, in the words of 
your motto, you continue "to strive, to seek (and) to 
serve". 
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