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SPEECH BY MR WONG KAN SENG, MINISTER FOR HOME
AFFAIRS 
AND MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR BISHAN-TOA PAYOH
GROUP REPRESENTATION CONSTITUENCY AT THE OFFICIAL
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PAYOH TOWN ON SUNDAY, 20 FEBRUARY 2000 AT 7.00PM AT
LORONG 4 TOA PAYOH

Good evening

Grassroots leaders

Residents

Ladies and gentlemen



I am pleased to be here with all of you this evening for the float

procession through Bishan-Toa Payoh Town.  While this procession is not the

first through the streets of Bishan or Toa Payoh, it is different from the earlier

ones.  This time round, the Bishan-Toa Payoh grassroots organisations, Bishan-

Toa Payoh Town Council and Central Singapore Community Development

Council themselves took the initiative to jointly organise this float procession so

that you, the residents in Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC, can enjoy it at your

doorsteps.

2 What makes this evening’s event even more meaningful is that all the

performances you will see tonight are by members of the cultural groups from

the various community centres and clubs in Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC.  It is

indeed a performance for the people by the people!  And as you will see, this

mini-Chingay reflects the multi-racial character of Singapore.

3 The main objective of organising community projects and events is to

bring about a more vibrant and cohesive society.  A good estate is not just about

good buildings, good roads and good physical facilities.  It is also about the

people who live there who make up a community.  Beyond the physical

facilities and improvements, it is the residents who determine the kind of

community they want to have.  Residents must build a sense of belonging and

take an active interest in the affairs of their community if they want to see it

grow more cohesive and more harmonious.  They must also be willing to do

their part and work together with fellow residents to make their community

even better.



4 In this aspect, I would like to urge all residents to come forward to

take an active part in your community.  Everyone, regardless of age, educational

background and income level has a role to play.  You can initiate and organise

projects for fellow residents, lend a helping hand to the less fortunate and keep

the environment safe, secure and clean.  Some of you can be a big brother or

sister to younger residents helping them in their schoolwork.  Your active

involvement will make the Bishan-Toa Payoh community into the best home for

residents.

5 Finally, I would like to thank the organisers, donors and performers

for all their hard work and efforts in putting together this procession of cultural

sights and sounds for the residents.  I wish all of you an enjoyable evening.

_______________


