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The opzning of a new vocational institute, in normal
circumstances, would not call for nuch fanfare nor

publicity. A sinple function to announce its arrival would
heig besn sufficien

The official opening of the National Institute Of
Commerce (NIC) this evening, however, is not just an addition
of a new institut:. it marks a significant devel opnent for
the Vocational and industrial training Board (VITB) and a new
phase O conmercial training for school-1eavers, especially
Grls, in Singapore. A national systemof certification and
training for the commercial sector has beenadded to the now
famliar Industrial Technician Certificate (zrc), National

Trape C}erqucate (NTCP a‘nd Certlflcate o F?ntppt\ency {CoC) (5
systems established for the industri aI ski II

Commercial education and training had for a |ong
time, been largely undertaken by private comercial schools.
CGovernmental efforts through the former Adult Education
Board (AES) and the= commercial streamin secondary schools
are nore recent, However, with the merge of AEB and the
former Industrial Training Board (ITE) in 1979, the need to
develop a high quality systemof training to neet the
manpower needs Of the commercial sector was recognised.
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Wth the technical assistant of United Nations
Devel opnent Programme (UNDP), a three-tier national system
of certification and comercial training was conceptual i zed
in 1980. Under this system three levels of training aimed
at school |eavers with dofferent educational qualifications
and defined.

At the | owest level or Level 3, is a basic fulltine
one-year Prelinminary Certificate in Business Studies (PCBS)
course Which prepares trainees for enployment in clerical
and related occupations at the operational |evel, The
enphasis is on Business English, Commercial Mathematics,
Book- keepi ng and Typewriting. This course is currently omen
to those who have conpleted secondary three but is targeted
for thosz wWith theCertificate of Secondary Education (CSE)
in the future;,

Level 2, the next higher level, is aimed at GCE 'O
| evel holders for enployment at junior executive and
supervisory level. The two courses, each of two years
duration now offered at this level are the Certificate in
Busi-ness StuTies\(CBS) in Secretarial jpractice and in

CAccountilng ﬂwsécdquéﬁ Ehh}étakﬁbhber‘B*Wéo}eisuhb&s \
but the secretarial students specialize in stenography and
office organi zation whereas those in accounting specialize in

accounting, auditing and costi ng.

b

at Level 1, the highest |evel, are diplom courses
for those who seek enploynment at the sub-professional |evel
The Diploma in Business Studies cours:s are presently offered
by the Ngee Ann Polytechnic, only the PCSS and C3S courses,

whi ch and occupation-oriented, are conducted at the Nationa
Institute of Conmmerce.




Renovated and equi pped at a cost of $7 million, the
NICis the first of two conmercial institutes which will be
devel oped by the Board. The second institut: IS currently
being built at Cenenti New Town and is schedul ed for
operation in 1285, NC is a purpose-planned institute with
the latest in training facilities such as electronic
typewiters and a mini-conputer with capabilities for word
processing, accounting and basic programng. Special
| aboratories are also provided for teaching office practice,
audi o-typing and for |anguage learning, NC s physica
location in the heart of the Central Business District is
itself an ass<t for the many business and financial houses in
nearby Shenton way cannot hut provide an id-al oriz:ntation to
the world of business.

The first groups of PCBS and CBS (Accounting)

St udents have graduated from NIC in 1281 and 1982
respectively. The first batch of the CBS (Sceratarial
Practice) course will graduate in March this year. Mich
effort by VITB staff and external consultants has already
gone into the devel opnment of the courses at NIC, However, as
ancwinstitution, the NIG faces a challenging task to
establish the identity of its certificates with enployers.
The status to be accorded to the PCBS and CBS qualifications

can ony be earned through the quality.of training programres
~of flet'ed by ?‘J\ﬁ C/and pér‘f br mence ‘of its|graduat éslinzi hdustrly (2
We therefore wel come the participation and suppbrt of
enpl oyers and the public in our training efforts. An
inportant objective for NIC to work towards is offering the
PCBS and CBS courses as part-tinme evening courses for those
who are already working thus providing a channel for themto
upgrade thensel ves.

The opening of NI C has added a significant avenue of
skills training for femal e school |eavers. Up to now the
Board's predonminantly technical and trade courses have
appeal ed nore to the boys, In contrast, about 80 per cent
of the trainz:s in business studi es courses are girls as my
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be expected since occupations in the comerce and financial
sectors provide significant enploynent opportunities for the
female labour force. According to the 1980 Census of
pPopulation, clerical, sales and related-occupations accounted
for 28 per cent of the total labour force. About half of
nose I n these occupations were femal es who al so account ad
for 40 per cent of the fenale labour force. NIC has a
"raining capacity of 2,000 places. with the conpletion of
the sacond comercial institute at Cementi New Town further
opportunities woul d be availabie for those who wi sh to pursue
a career in the commercialfield.

On bzhalf of the Board and nyself, | wish to thank
all those who have assisted us over the last three years in
t he developmentand i npl ementati on of a new system of
commer ci al training and certification. |In particular, | wish
to acknow edge the val uabl e assistancz of the external
consul tants and menbers of vITB's Commercial Trai ni ng
Advi sory Committee. To the staff of VITB and ®Wic, ny
congratul ati ons for their success in bringing forth a new
institution.

On this note, it gives me great pleasure in
decl aring open the National iInstitutec of Commerce.
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