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SPEFCH DY TAN WG LIANG, CHATMAN, SIVGATORE SPORTS COUNCIL AT THE
107H AITVZRSARY CELEBRLTIONS AND STORTSBOY 4ND SPORTSGIRL AWARDS
CERMIONY AT SHANGRI-LA HOTEL ON 29 ATR 83 AT 8.30 Hi:

Tho Bingopore Sports Council is 10 years old this year.
In the lagt docodey the werk at SSC ocould be likeoned to driving &
car over different terrain - first across o plain and then up and
over a scries of hills, To be sure, it was an eventful journey,
replote with meny ups and downs as only such terrain could
dictotes A4long the wayy we sowed the seeds of the "Sports for
411" movement and created & national awarencss of the importance
of sporits and physical fitness. Wo now look back with satisfac-
tion over the broad expanse of land foresied by the luxuriant

growth of young and old sporting svecimense

In our sporis poomotion programmes we gonerated interest
in mess sports. Ve provided opportunitics for people to take up
sports as o lifetime activity. Tor the young and talontcd, we
found them places in training zchemos to hone their skills, At
congiituenciesy tie organisod intor end intra constituency tourna-
ments, lie also doveloped two netional fitnoss schemes for the
public ot large. In another area, we upgraded the sikills of

ofiicicls so +that they could belter scxrve sports.

The cumlative effcct of all those is o greater visibility
of sporte participotion at all strate of societyy @ morc concerned
attitude towards physicel fitness and above all, & more guisy
approach by the young to excecl in those sporus that they arc adept

a2te




Ve in the Sports Cowuncil have successfully driven our
car up and over several hills, But the journey's end is not in
sight, Just now we have arrived at the base of a mountain —-
& mountain of hope fo.r all our sport loving youth. At this point
of time, however, we are parking our car momentarily to tcke a
hard look at our future, I:t is apparent that for us {o success-
fully drive vp this mountain ahead of us, wo should be prepared

to do eseveral things.

First, we neod to shift to a different gear as driving

up & mountain neocessitetes o different driving technique.

Second, we have fo make improvements to our car sc that
it will be able to carry a hoavier load without loss of speed

and povwer.

Thirdy we need tho confinued help of eponsors - we call
them affectionately the good "sporis samoritans' -~ along our
journey because adding improvements and providing the whefewi-bha;s

of promoting sporis cxcellence cost noneyseo loie of moncy.

Fourth, but no mesns of least imporitancey we need all the

help of individuals and orgenisationsy even those with & remote

interest in sports, o give our car a pushy so that we could roach

the top of the mowntain in good time and in fine shapo.

Only with the assistance of all and sundry cen wo be
able o keep the wheels of sports moving efficiently and transport

more passengers up tho mountain road towards sporte excellence.




iie are fortumato to have ag our co-drivor and close a2lly - the
Singopore Hational Olympic Council and ite affiliated national
sports associntions, For yoars we huve complementoed one another's
driving ekill and we will certainly maintain this winning combi~

netion.

Wow for the ascent of the mountain and our aspirations’
for the next decade: We will continuo to work hard towards
achieving sports excollonce, looking info the sports and recrear
tional ncods of the aging populationy building higher quality
faeilities while not abandoning the idee of an indoor stedium
and developing more relevant industrial sports proprammes for
groator fitness and productivity. With thesey I hope I have

givon you some food for thought.

It leoves me o thenk all ocur friends and gueste for
joining us in our celebrations tonight and specially our guesti: -

of-honoury i E W Barker and Mrs Barker, for gracing our dimners




