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Re lease  N o .: 

S P E E C H  B Y  D R  S E E T  A I M E E , M INIS T E R  O F  S T A T E  
(CO M M U N ITY  D E V E L O P M E N T )  A N D  ( E D U C A T IO N ) , 

A T  T H E  N A T IO N A L  S A F E T Y  C O U N C IL  O F  S ING A P O R E  
F U N D - R A IS ING  D INNER H E L D  A T  T H E  N E P T U N E  T H E A T R E  R E S T A U R A N T  

O N  FRIDAY, 3 0  J U N E  1 9 8 9  A T  7 .3 0  P M  

My  h u s b a n d  a n d  I a r e  i n d e e d  h a p p y  to  jo in  y o u  a t 
th is  fu n c tio n  to n i g h t, first, to  wi tness th e  M iss S i n g a p o r e  
In te r n a tio n a l  c o n test a n d , secondly ,  to  b e  with y o u  a t th is  
d i n n e r  wh ich  is o r g a n i s e d  to  ra ise  fu n d s  fo r  s o m e  w o r thy  
char i tab le  causes.  

S ince 1 9 7 5 , th e  N a tio n a l  S a fe ty Counc i l  o f S i n g a p o r e  
a n d  th e  S i n g a p o r e  W o m e n 's Assoc ia t ion h a v e  annua l l y  
o r g a n i s e d  a  chari ty fu n c tio n  to  ra ise  fu n d s  n o t on ly  fo r  
the i r  respect ive a r e a s  o f c o m m u n i ty serv ice b u t a lso  to  

O f th e  $ lO O ,O O O /- 
to n i g h t's fu n c tio n , I u n d e r s ta n d  th a t a  l a rge  p e r c e n ta g e  
wil l  b e  d o n a te d  to  th e  K idney  F o u n d a tio n  a n d  th e  Hand icaps  
W e lfa r e  Assoc ia t ion a n d  th e  b a l a n c e  to  b e  s h a r e d  b e tween  th e  
two o rgan i sa tio n s  to  fu r th e r  the i r  work  in  In d u s trial, H o m e  
a n d  R o a d  S a fe ty c a m p a i g n s  in  th e  case  o f th e  N a tio n a l  S a fe ty 
Counc i l  o f S i n g a p o r e , a n d  m e e tin g  th e  n e e d s  o f sen io r  

th e  sick a n d  d e s titu te  a n d  th e  d isab led,  in  th e  
case  o f th e  S i n g a p o r e  W o m e n 's Associat ion.  

C o m m u n i ty serv ice a n d  social  work  is a  ha l lmark  o f 
a n  en l i gh tened  society. In d e e d , th e  a r e a  o f c o m m u n i ty 
serv ice a n d  social  work  is n o t a  n e w  p h e n o m e n o n  in  

T h e  w h o l e  c o n c e p t h a s  its r o o ts f rom anc ien t 
tim e s  w h e n  p e o p l e  th r i ved  th r o u g h  c o m m u n a l  L iv ing o f shar ing  
a n d  car ing  -  as  i n d e e d  m a n y  tr ibes a n d  n a tives  in  m a n y  
c o u n tries still d o  to d a y . 
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In multi-cultural and multi-religious Singapore, 3 
common demoninator that binds our people of different 
backgrounds together - would be the teachings of the 
mainstream religions and personal convictions concerning 
compassion, benevolence and mutual support for our fellow- 
men. These teachings are given expression through the many 
voluntary welfare organisations and service clubs that are 
engaged directly or indirectly in improving the lives of the 
less-endowed and less-fortunate. 

Today, there are some 274 voluntary welfare 
organisations in Singapore, of which 67 are affiliated to 
the Singapore Council of Social Service and there are 
numerous service groups which are involved in welfare work 
through ad hoc activities such as fund raising and the 
conducting of various campaigns or projects from tine to 
time. 

The scope for social service and welfare -work is 
enormous and calls not only for the involvement, but also 
the commitment of individuals and organisations. 

Let me elaborate on the difference:- between 
involvement and commitment, whether it be in volunteer 
welfare work, or in the jobs we have and the work we do. A 
story is told in England of a hen and a pig arguing about 
who contributed more to farm produce. The hen chirped out, 
'I do, I do. I supply the eggs for most English 

breakfasts.' To which, the pig answered, 'I do more. I am 
the bacon.' The hen's involvement is in providing the egg: 
the pig's involvement by providing the bacon suggests total 
dedication and sacrifice. 

In social -work both involvement and commitment are 
important. We need the whole community, companies, 

businesses, schools etc to be involved, to be giving and 
participating, and we need also a number of committed 
individuals to organise, to run, and, to do. May I at this 
time express my earnest thanks to the many of you present 



and thousands others for your continued involvement and 
commitment to the service of the disabled and the less 
privileged. 
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Singapore has developed and progressed at a fast 
rate since it gained independence in 1965. 
achieve our targets and goals simply because of our 

Singapore has developed and progressed at a fast 
rate since it gained independence in 1965. We are able to 
achieve our targets and goals simply because of our 
political stability and the hard work and commitment of-our 
people. In order that our nation remains stable and 
prosperous, we must continue to be a strong and cohesive 

also make it our commitment to ensure that all sectors of 
our population benefit and enjoy equally the fruits of our 

prosperous, we must continue to be a strong and cohesive 
society, always aiming to be better and stronger. We should 
also make it our commitment to ensure that all sectors of 
our population benefit and enjoy equally the fruits of our 
labour and success. 

always have with us and we need to show our care for them, 
Through functions such as this 

evening's we are being given the opportunity to do both, to 

The poor, the less-endowed and the disabled we will 
always have with us and we need to show our care for them, 
and to share with them. Through functions such as this 
evening's we are being given the opportunity to do both, to 
show care and to share. 

I wish to thank the organisers and the girls who are 
participants in this evening's pageant. I wish every 
contestant the best of luck in her quest for today's crown 
and I ho,pe that today's Miss Singa,wre International 1989 . 
will have greater success and do us proud at the Miss 
International contest to be held in Ja,pan in September this 
year. 
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In closing, I wish to conmend all the supprtars yjho 

have so generously contributed to make this occasion a 
success and trust that all present ;Yillbe treat& to an 
enjoyable and meaningful evening. It leaves me now ix:, thank 
both the National Safety Council of Singapore ati the 
Singapore Women's Association for having my husband and I as 
their guests this evening. 
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