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SPERCH BY THE ACTING MINISTER FOR CULTURE, MR ONG
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I would like to thank the Contral Council of tho Singapore
. National Union of Journalists for inviting me to open the Third
Ceneral Assembly of the Confederation of Asecan Journalists (CAT).

Tho Confederation of Ascan Journalists, I understand, was
formed in Jakarta in March 1975. Its cstablishment ushered in a
now chapter in the annals of rcgional journalism. Over the past
years, you all have cstablished close tics and rapport with one

another.

Your organisation has, as its objectives, the advancoment of

journalism in thc Ascan rogion; the promotion of a healthy, free
and responsiblc pross; and the cnhancement of the development of
the region and of the member countrics. Thosc objectives are

certainly worth striving for and descrve the support of cveryonc.

The rcalization of your objoctives is of great concern to
evoryonc in Ascan. This is beecause you, the practitioners of the
mass media, have, in your hands, power to influcncc and shapc the
social, cconomic and political futurc of your own countrics and of
the rogion as a whole. Your deliberations at this General Asscmbly

will bc followed by many with interest.

The governmenbs in Ascan recognisc the construetive role
journalists can play in thc devclopment of the regional organisas
tion and of the membor countries. This recognition is roflocted
in the Declaration of Ascan Concord oxpressing "support of Asocan
soholars, writers, artists and mass mcdia ropresentatives to cnable
them to play an active role in fostering a sensc of rogional
identity and fcllowship®.
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For the Ascan press to play a mcaninzful role in the develop-
ment of the rcgion, its journalists nced to upgrade their profcessional
compctence. Profcessionalism cannot meorcly be cquated with onc's
ability to writc a rcport, cdit a copy or do a fcaturc. It is morc
than that. The journalist must be abloe to undcrstand and appreciate
the socio~cultural and politico—cconomic milicu within which he works.

The journalist in Ascan and other developing countrics should
not mindlessly ape the professiomal apnroach of his counterpart in
devcloped countrics. In writing picces critical of government
policics or issucs facing the country, he should not adopt the
unfettered freedom irrcsponsibly cxercisod by his Jdestern counterpart.
He should be more responsible in his eriticism. He should bc conscious
of the political, cconomic, social and cultural cavironment and the
sonsitivitics of his pcople, Unless he can strikc a right balance
between freedom and responsibility, hce would be more a ncgative
than a positive factor in our cofforts to overcomc the problems

facing our rcgion,

Ascan urgently nceds well—-informed and highly compotent
journalists who can intcrpret the rcalitics of the rcgion fairly
and porceptively, They should risc above the tcmptations of
filing irresponsible or frivolous copy for thc sakc of instant
popularity. Such high—calibred journalists will not only help to
project a corrcct and favourable image of the Ascan region, bub
will also help to strengthen the Asean press as a viable colleetive

institution.

The concern over the imbalange in the global flow of information
is a lecgitimatc concurn. However, wc should also be eoncerncd with

thc lack of flow of information within the Ascan rugion.

Whilc our mass media have given good coverage of Ascan
ministerial conferances, thoy have not provided consistent and
adcquato coverage of other cvents in momber Ascan countrics.

Political and coonomic issucs facing individual member countrics

do gct an occasional mention in our leading ncowspancrs. This is

not cnoush. The press has to make a conscious coffort to promotc
better undorsdanding among the Ascan peoplc of onc anothor's way

of 1ifc, customs and manncrs. Unless and until $he ordinary p.ovle
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in our own villagvs, towns and citics loarn to understand and

appreciatc onc another's problums and aspirations, Ascan will

rcemain largely a governmontal affair.

Your organisation did take notc of this inadequacy in your
last two genoral asscmblics, but remedy appears to be slow in
coming. Without devotiag morc space o nows about membor
countries, it is not possible to instil in our pcople a graatui-
sense of regional comsciousncss, regional identity and rogional

purposc.

The survival of Ascan dcpends on thi people of member
countrics to have a stakc in tho region. In this regard, you,
as Ascan journalists, have tho duty of oncouraging our peoplc to
take a groater interest in what is going on in our part of the
world, It i also your rcsponsibility to make them awarc that
we sharc common problcms and aspirations and that our personal .
future and the futurc of our countrics are inextricably interwoven.
Wo nced therefore to work oloscr togother with greater solidarity:
to cnsurc our survival and progress.

On this note, I declare open the Third Geuncral Apsembly of
tho Canfedgration of Ascan Journalists.




