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AT THE ]:_MUGUR,A‘I‘ION CERTDNY OF TEE ASEAN PHILIPPINES-
" SINGAPORE SUBMARINE CABLE O TUESIAY, 3 OCTOBER 1978
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The ASEAN Philippines-Singapore Sumarine Cable, which we
are 1nangura.t1ng this morning, is one of the sogments of the
. proposed. ASEAII Su'bmc.rme Cable Ne'bwork designed $o link all the
five ASEAN countries. eventually. B'Lu.'l:b and now complefted at a
cost of §116 million, it will lead %o more and belter commnicabions
m:l;h:m the ASEAN region and from the region to the rest of the’
wrlde o T e

The history of submarine cables only goes back to about. a
mundred cnd twenty years agoo The first cable, across the English
Chinnel was unsuccessfuls But progress was made hy 1858, a cemtury
ago0, when the first tramsatlantic cable wos laide This cable had
a spectacular but shoré 1life. It was however not until 1956 that
the first voice czbie was laid under the Atlantico The submarine
cable®s first appearance in South-East Asia was in 1967 in the

® form of SEACOI, the South-ast Asia Cormonwealth Submarine Cablee -
With a capacity of 80 higimquality woice channels, it linked
Singapore to Kota Kinsbalu, Hongkong, Guam and Australia and then
on to Canada and United Kingdoma o

Al'!;hough the modern sa‘bellzte commlca‘b:.on syStan, with
1ts mltimaccess natars p*"_ari.c 3 '-,e"-a.t~ ops. o many countries.
via an orbltt:.ng sebellite, has revolutmmsed the field of intere
na‘b:.ona.l telnoommm:.catmns, the submarine cable contimues to plzw
“an mportan’b parta Developments in submarine cable technology like
the mlti-channel cupaciiy cables have made them competitive with
satellite commnicationso ‘I‘eleconnmmca.tmn cxperts have also
realised the need 7or what is kpown as systems diversity, that is,
having fallback gystams such as microwaves.and submarine osbles fo

supplemcit the saiellite systemo

i h’!.\en ASEAN was  eecee /2




When ASEAN was founded in 1967, the five member countries
recognised the importance of telecommnications in promoting
regional cooperation in the regions They realised that an
essential ingredient of economic growth and cooperation will
alwgys be telecommica.tmns. ﬂley therefore decided to implement
an ASEAN cable network ‘ink:mg ASEAN capitals to each other.

'Ibdw, e see. the begiming of the mlmmatzon of all these
effortse The Philippinee-ﬁingapore céble spa.'as appro::i.mate]y 1500
nertical miles -across the South China Sea betweon the Currimao =~
Cable Station in North Iuzon and the Katong Cable Station in
Singapores With a capacity of 1380 voice channels it can be used
‘o carry all. WPes of telecommunications traffic :mclnchng telo-
phone, telex, telegra.ph and da.tao ’

The inanguration of the Philipp_ines-Singapore czble tddaar )
is a physical and tangible manifestation of what ASEAN cooperation .
can accomplishe It reflects the successful efforts of. ASEAN states
to carry out joint endeavours nnztrialiy beneficial to alle Al11 the
five ASEAN ng.tions have substantial investment in the cablee The

remaining investoré are international telecommmnication organise
ations from Anstral:.a., Japan and the United K:.ngdom. ’

It is gratifying to observe tha.t wh:.le we are assembled
here today to officiate at the max;gurat:.on of the Philippinese
Singapore cabley construction of a.nothér segmen"t; of the ASEAN cable
network, the IndonesiamSingapore cable, is already under waye 'Hus
is expeéted to be completed in 1980 at a cost of $74 millione
Discussions on the Singapore=dzlaysia and MalaysiamThailand cableg
are curremtly in progress and this slagment of the ASEAN cable nete
work is expected to be ready for opeia:bion in 1981« With the ‘
completion of the Thailand=-Philippines cable hy 1982/83, the entire
ASEAN cable network will be implementede This wpuld prepare us
well for the greater level of commnications likely o be generated
bebween our increasingly important region and the rest of the worlde --
Telephone subscribers in the region would be a.b‘j.e to dial directly
and speak to each other at the cheapest possible ratce

Tt now gives me great pleasure to commission the operation
of the ASEAN Philippines-Singapore Submerine Cables
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