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This 1s the fourth successive year that I have the
pr:.vilege to present long service awards to PSA staff. There were.
@ 226 recipients in 1975, 234 in 1976 and 232 in 1977. Todayy 231

anplc}ye:es will receive watches for their long and faithful years
with the Anthori*lw- V

'&e steady stream of employees who - Wavé worked for PSA

ght up to retirement, is a shining example of dedication- and
loyalty to their orgenisations This is something which the
mfhority’; can be p:roud ofs. Most orgmsat:.on&today face serious
problems of job hopping. Many ydung Singaporeans do not look to
an&‘anployer for a ca.reer, mach-less to spend their entire working
lives. I hope PSA oont:.nues to be in this:- bapm position by-being
an. enhghtened employers

. . Singapore’s growth and prosperity depends heavily on‘, trade
supported by our Porté Trade accounted for 27% of our Gross
Domestic Product for 1977, not taking into consideration its
contribution to related sectors like transportat:.on and

comm:.catmnso

We must live with the times and take challenges in our
stride. One major challenge is, of course, the rising tide of
economic nat:.onahsm wh;ch has made trade with many countries more
and more chffmult. Another is the competitiveness of international
trade brought about by improved methods of cargo storage and tranSe
portation, as well as technological advahcements in cargo handling
particularly with the advent of bigger, faster and more
sophisticated shipse Moreover, sea-borne trade is subject to
increasing competition from air freight.
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I have every confidence PSA will meet these challenges
successfully and contimie to provide efficient services as a leade
~ ing international sea port. The uthority has made notable strides
in recent years to expand and improve 11s range of services. Today
our port is able to service all fypes of vessels; ranging from 'I'.'ug-
" boats ‘and’ 5a.rges to container vessels and euper tamkers

, -4 sigm.ﬁcant trend 1n sh;ppmg has ‘neen the mcreasmz use

.oi’ containersh;jps. 'P.!mough careml p]anning, PS&-15 riow able to -

, ‘lhe impact of containerisation
"‘u.pon “conventional shipping has been drametics About 30% of the
cargo handled by.the port in 1977 was containerised. 1In fact, the

tulk of oﬁr trade with develeped ceunt_ries is containerised cargos
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-To meet this rap].u. growth 'in con'uamerxsanon, 'l:ne Athority
':.s actively planning to convert many of its conventional berths into
container berthss The manpower :.mplioa.tmns of these plans are
importa.nt. There will be an increase 1n the demand for: techniml]y—

"Izra:.ned wnrkers to man f‘re:.ght-statmns, operate sophist:.ca.ted
manh:mes, etc, and a oorrespondmg decrease in the demand  for semim
skilled and unskilled workers of “the traﬂlt;g_ngl types T am pleased

“that the PSA adopts an enhghtened pol:.cy in dealing with thaee
oha.nges For those workers who are prepared to ‘be trainéd in higher

S 8kills” and thus enabled to qua.l:.f:y for better _Jobs, the mthority

will prov:.de opportunities for them to mprove themselves.

It is my earnest hope that the mthonw will contime ‘o
énjoy the loyalty and dedication of its employees wvho’ 'Hlll feel
proud to be part .of such a progress:.ve organisations i soﬁmi
management, supported hy: dedicated, loyal and hardworking employees,
should enable PSA fo forge ahead in the service of our Republice

I am happy to officiate at this ceremony to bonmour the 231
loyees' whose efforis have in some way or. other~‘been~’rep6nsible
for what the Port is todaye May I now ta.ke this opportnnrby to
wish all the rec:.pzents & happy ret:.remento o




