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I was wondering what and how long I should talk on such an
occagion. I have to decide very quickly now. ‘Should I deliver

a wrolonged., towromtiql and monotonous aspecch to spoil the pleasure

ingmenu? © Or should T,¢ 1%

to say something merelyto £ill any wvoid in the minds
o0# the audience?

But toeday's criscs-ridden world does not pernit us to indulge
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cange and this is yet another testinony that the better endowed citizons

frivolous talks. We have gathered here tonight For a worthy

0 Singarore have not divoreced themselves Trom the interests of
the community.

Piityseven yoars ago, the Tounders oif the Lions Club wexre

bued with a determination to goerve the community -~ to create and

fosteor generous cousiderations amongst the mneoples of the world

throuigh o study of the problems oF 1Dte"natlonal relationshines

pronote the theory and practice oif the principle of good govermment
and ‘good ‘¢l tlzonsxj 15 take an active intevest in civics, commercial . :

and moral welfare oif the commuiitys and unite members in bouds ox
good ﬁxiondship, rellowship and mitual undcerstanding.

It im honrtening to note that the Lions have continued to play
thig enlightened role, but I an C“HL?GOUt tnnt I would not bhe nskihg
for the impossible to call upon the Lions Glub and other similar
organised groups to cone out moro‘strﬁnglv thal evexr rTor community
gervicos ‘

to ‘gtimulate others into action.
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The debilitating cifects of the international monetaxry. and -
euArgy criscg have socped ANT0o Sihgnpnro and we must brace ourselvoes

G0 foce This echa .lempe; 1L vovbaT exhortationg canunot move our
eitimeng to play, an active roWG in our national cifort to moeet this
challenge, we may.soon bave .o disaster on our hands and 1t xi-l then
be able toe late to regratior react.
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It ig necessary Yor me 0 cophasise that the active participa—

every citizen is crucial to the success of such a national

eidort, becausc., finally, It ‘i this: participation that s 311 decide
the cutcone of the well-conceivead plahs off the Government to
develop ouxr country. The success of Jurong is an exciting example

o the willinguoess and determination of .both the people and: Govern—
nent working for the commeon good. I need not have to burden you
with o detailed description of the swanpland and nangrove Forest
that Jurong was.

Constant cnlls-u ave been made on Singaporecansg to he industrious,
dilsciplined, and to subordingte their individual group interests to
the national interests. It is the practice of such qualities that
has made Singapore what it is teday and there nust never be any

lot—-up in our eiforts to build such a happy and prosperous Singaporc.

.

' fus, Zizst, more and nore Singaporcans ghould come out fxon, their
shell and he actively enganged not ounly in their p rgonal advaucenent
bt also in community services which will help build the Singapore

-

that we desire.

The continued prosperity and happiness of Singapore depeuds
on the presence of an enlightened leadership at overy stratum of
the soclety, and this again depends on the ycuth ox Slnfu10r0 and

. - their succeeding generation to hﬂx ridle such leadership.

The youth today have not gone through the rough and tumble

lders have oxpericiced, hut this does not mean that they axe

goit and indulgent. Our youth nced not have to go through' the
th

iy elders had been respoungible

)

enough to ensure that the fruits of their toll and sweat wi UL Ha s

griclling econddtions only because

and prosperous Singapore. 1t is. thercefore, bthe roesponsibility
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c.i tThe youth today ¥e prepare themsclves adoguately mot ouly to maintain
but algo to-improve on life'in Singapores

cult times' with
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The youth should not ncet the challeniges of d
dowe and lolg hair. They should not Find oxpr,ssjon Ol their youthiul

| abundance in the form of ill-afford luxurics. They should, instead,

so -themselves in activities that are beneficial not only to
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thengelvesy but also to the nation.
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