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006¥ FOR THE INTHA-ZONE A SEPAK TAKRAW TOURNAUSNT 1977 HELD AT THE
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It is o pleasure to be here tonight to officiate at the prise
presentation ceremony for the Intra~Zone . Sepck Takraw Tournanent
1977« I rmst congratulate the Telok uyer Constituency Sports Associa~

. tion for organising this tournament.

Sports and games in modern sccieties fulfil a number of functions.
They provide wholesome activities for leisurc and represent a break
from the routine and tedium of doily lifes They serve to improve
the health and physical fitness of those who participate in them.

In zddition, they develop the ckaracter of perticipents. Values
which can be ineulcoted through sports include sportsmanship, teanm
spirit, discipline and perscverancé., In newly cmergent developing
societies they also have & nation-building function. Sports and
ganes provide oppertunities for our young as well as aduliés from

the different races to mix, to undersiand each other and to work as
a teame. there they invelve other countries, they also cortribute
. to greater identification with Singapore.

Realising the importance of sports and games, the Government
has supported azctively the development of this arca of social
activity. The Government gront o sporis wos (62,000 in 1967. TFor
the current finaneial yeor, o sum of about (5.4 million has boon
allecateds WHth this support and the affluence of our people as a
result of our successful cconemic development, we have scen in the
last decade a grest increase in sports and games activities. Sports
facilities have increased greatly, sports organisations have
mushroomed and the participation rate has gonc up markedly.

Sepak takrow is o gome played in schools as well as outside.
The Singaporc imcteur Sepok Takraw associntion (SaSTA) orgonises
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a national competition among scpak takraw associations. In
addition, the Sports Council holds an inter—constituency competi-
tion on the game. On the regional level, it is a game accopted
for the South—east .sion Games and there is on anmial gome with
Malaysia. Recently we hove begun to play this game on a.n ascan
basis.

However, although the gome is casy to play needing little
by way of eguipment and other rcquirements, yet the geme is only
largely plgyed and enjoyed by the Malay community. Whether it is
competition at school, constituency or association level the scpak
takraw teams arc predominantly lalays. It is only in rccent yeors
that therc is 2 alight improvement in non-ialay participation in
the game. Our notionel team now has one non-Malay member. Of
the six teams in this Intre~Zone 4 tournament, one tcam is wholly
Halay, four other teoms overwhelmingly Maloy and surprisingly one
tean exclusively non~linlay. Since sports and gomes hoave a nation—
building role, it is desirable that o game or sport is played by
211 our commnitics. Yo must make more determined efforts to
encourage non=lMalays to play sepak tokraw just as we mast have
rore non-~Chinese plgy basketball. This process should begin in
our schools and if done, we will have in the long run non-lhalzys
as well as Maloyes taking part in sepak takraws

Finslly, let me congratulate the teoms which have won the
first four places in the Intra—-Zone 4 tournament. The tournament
has provided invaluable cxperience to all six tcams and I am sure
that thoy can now go forward with greater confidence to take part
in the nation-wide inter-constituency competition to bo held in
February ncxt ycar.




