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To-night, the people of Telok Ayer gather here to celebrate :
the 12th anniversary of our independences Ono gencration has comploted

- the whole schome of educntion, from primary to "A" levels Henceforth,
with cuch successive year, anothor gcnciration will have gonc through
this cducatignal prooccss, So, increagingly morc and morc Singaporcans
will grow up, for whom an indopendent Singapore is an ordinary fact
of lifos

Yet in Singapore's history, 12 yoar; amount o a brief span, ,
Previous to them were nearly 150 ycars of colonial rulce Ahcad lic v
the great challenge to make our independence cndure: herein lic the
task of the omerging gencra.ﬁon and political lcadership, thoir commite
ment to the fuburc, and our collcctive responsibility to consolidate
our identity with Singnporce

Our past 12 ycaré have boen relatively prosperous oncs,
despite vthc global ccoho:ni.c recession in morc rocont times. . Fache
dnd figurcs "l;ell this success story, Ve have more than survivod,
making falsc the gleomy predictions of thoso who have wished us ille.
He have overcome,several orisus = ~l;‘hc ungertain years immediately
after separation, the throat of massive wemployment and to our
sceyrity following British decision to withdraw from East of Suocz,
and, in more rccent 'f:imcs, the cconomic herdships flowing from the
global recession, We l'mve weatlhcred these crises because we have
responded colicotively as VSing'a.DorcanB. ¥lo have not allowed oursclveo
40 be overwiclred by uncertaintics and difficultiose Ue have agceptod

the challonge, and galvanized oursclves into actions

He Lave oommitted oursclves 0 cooncmic success because it
has been thoe main challonge in the post~indcpondent yoarse But we
have not omitted to lay the long-tcrm foundabion of nationhoode
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Nation buildinz ie a oonsocious offo:"k ancl cndoa.vour. 1
national sorvice, education, mass media and gomos,y and evory
conceivablo way, we have boen fostering 2 sonso of- oomm:.'bmont a.nd.
idontity, }et, in $he Process, we have not. lost our balanoc.of
.)udgcmont or £ho ‘purspoctive of rcalitics. He wish o ‘bo frionds; a.nd
trade with all countrioes 1mspoct1vo of idoology an‘ systom of ;
government or raco and oulturc, WO weloomo foreign :.nvcstors, 'I;radors, ‘
! 3 wo' have mao.o :
it clear, and rightly 80, that this. ono aroa of ourk nation's wollw
being is cxclusively reserved for Sin, £aporcanss Hc mll not tolcrate
outside intorfercncc. Otherwise, Singapore will not ‘bc mm in tho
fcolluot:.ve intorost of Singaporcanse

As a notion we are only 12 yoors oid. The process of oommiﬁ_-

mont o Singopore and identifying is a ocontinuing once It is mad.o .

nore difficult by the faot that we havo divergent cthniocy, rol:.g:.ons,

and cultural backgroundse Our cducction policiocs and housing programs
have donc much towards breooking down tho traditional barricrg of r&co

and culturc, and of clans and castos, whild' natlonal somce has

atrongthaned. our pensc of conmtncnt.

For a people, a commitment to coonomic succgss is part: a.nd
parcel of nation~buildings But for cach individual, the same cannot
be said to be soe fn individual commitment to oconomio Blccess. is not
the . sanic as an identification with Smganoro.' ‘An 1den1;1f1ea.t:_.oz_1 of ‘
opportpm.tics is not the same as a comnitment to.our Repq‘plic. Our
individual commitment is to a territory and our identification is with
"' the milbi~racial socicty we are evolvings. Realitics oha.nge._'beceptions

and sélutidns of problems must alsc;,changc. But our commitment and
.our idontification with our coun:iry, must always rcmain,const'a.n't. It
‘is a stato of mind — an intcllootual and omotional tic to a _jbérritor;;
and its goeicty, its political, cconomic ‘add other valucs that,
together, ‘supnrate Singaporc as a distinetive nation from othcrs. It
we arc clunr about our commitment and 1dent1'by,,_w0,} can sharc the
“fruits of prosperity and .'l:he burden of adversity with tho same
equzm_mty zod dignity, and as S;n:;aporeans- .

So,-on this 12th anniversary of indopendonccy we should re-

dodioate oursclves to .thc; ’contlmmus task of nation=buildinge




