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To~day we celebrate the 12th amniversary of our independences
With each succeeding year, more Singsporeans will grow up accepting
an independent Singapore as an ordinary fact of lifes The great
challenge ahead for this emerging generation and political leader—
ship is to make our indepcndence laste

The past 12 years have been prosperouses This is because we
have collectively as Singaporea.ns overcome the various crises during
this periode Ve have aocepted the challenge posod by the separation,
the British pulleeut and the world economic recession. e took the
necessary action undaunted by uncertainties and difficulties,

During this period we have also laid the foundation of our
nationhoods e have sought deliberately through national service,
cducation, housing, mass media, games and other ways to mild a
sense of commitment and identiizy.' Yet in our nation building we
have maintained perspectives %&mre is an absencc of xcnophobia in
our trade and industry. In sports we have shown sportsmanship when
foreign teams were betters In politics we have only made it clear
that it is exclusively for Singaporeanse

Progress has been made in developing a shared loyalty to
the Republice 4s a nation we are only 12 years old. The task of
building commitment Yo and identification with Singapore is a

continmuing once

Our commitment to national economic success in the past was
part of our nation buildings For the individual this commitmont
may be only o economic opportunities. It is an identification
with Singapore only if he is also at the samc time committed to its
torritory and bound up with its evolving multi-racial socicty.

This is a state of minde It is an intellectual and emotional Hie
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to a toerritory and its aocicty w:.th 11;50 politioa.l
other values, 'I'h:ua comm:.tment a.nd idont:.f:.oa.t:.on a
thoq.gh evcn'hs a.nd. solutiong to probloms chu.ngo. Ir 'wa a.ro oloar

about this identification, we can sharc prosperity and: aa.vcrs by
as S:mgaporeans with the same. equan::.mlty a.nd d:l.gm.ty

So on -thm auspmlous oecaoion w0 should ‘b ha.”
the past good years and pledge oursclves to work for cont:l.nuod G
prospomty. Lot us also dedicate oursclves fully to the cont:.mlng : ‘
task of nation buildinge i




