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Cne of the significant facts in fisia is that most of the
developing countries have large numbers of youths, oftcen making up
morc than 50 per cent of {heir populations. For this recason, any
inbernational confercnce about Asian youth probloms is an important
cvents This Third Advanced Youth Leadorship Training Workshop has
speeial significance becausc the problems will be discussed by thosc
mogt affected - namely, youth leaders and youth workers.

Your Training Workshop, I have boen given to understand, will
be duvoting the larger part of two weeks to discuss and analyse tho
various aspects of unemploymunt, ospecially that of young men and
women. I do not pretend to know tho answers; for the problems and,
therefore, the solutions for the countrice represented here mst
differ because of difforent circumstancos. Yob,; it is not understating
the prevailing situation if I say, that the most scrious problem
facing iAsia today is to croate sufficicent cmployment for its youths,

Uncrployment is & scrious problem for all countries, developed
and devcloping. Bub, in doveloped countrics, the hardships can be
temporarily allceviated by uwnemployment benofits, whorcas in
developing countrics, lacking the wealth for such social welfarc,
the hardships arc harder to bear, and may include abject poverty,
hunen degradation, and cven starvetion. In developed countrics,
wnemployment is mainly the result of world trade rccussions, bub
in somc devcloping countrics, it is a major problem, cven whon the

world cconomy is booming. Population increascs have outstripped

cconomic growbh, see2/-
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voonomic @rowth,. booausy of high birth webos, low soonomic
growth raten, or, as ic oftun the case, thu combination of both
factors. The situation is worse than runningz on a treadmill. It
is made worse when world trade recedes. As if the situation is
not had cnough, it is compownded by the so-callod revelution of

rising cxpectations, in part the product of the antiecoloninl and

anti-imporialist strugglos, and in purt"bh, reeult of the influcnco

of television and high-pr.ssurc advertiscmonts,

e cannot now put ‘b!ﬁ; blamc of cconomic ills on the wickod
imporizlist and colonial powcrs. A whole n.ou gonoration has
grown up, knowing no othur gevernmonts thon those formed by thrir
own peoplce The responsibility resbe with thom, and, therefore, tho
blame iz on thems There is no olibi. Gover:mmunts have fallon,
by thc democratic vobte or violenee, bocausc they have failéd. to
solve the uncmployment nrobloms.

It is axiomatic that the airm of all governmuints is to eradicato
unemployment. It will be presumpbtuous on wy part to tell other
governim.nts how to solve their problomg. Thoy will be Jjudged by
diigdr own puople, and if they arc scen o have foiled in the oyes
of their poople, they muct incvitably faull, sooncr or later, This
is the relentless fact of history.

Howevar, I think it will be helpful to this workshop if I
méy thror out, for your discussions, momc suggustions on how youths
can conbtribute towards promoting cconomic developmont,

It is n fact of lifc thot in the world of today, no éou.n’try
can hope to develop, wrluss it ceccepts the inflow of foroign capital,
the tpansfor of tochuology .nd oxpertise, and oconomic intordepondc.c .
Zven communist countrics linve rocogniscd and accopted this reality.
The loss duveloped comsmunist countrics accopt capi:ta.l, tcchnology
and crpertise, from the zdvanced comminist countrics, and trade
with onc another. They do this on ~ governm.nt to governmont basi:,
because in communict countrics all cconomic acthivitics arc state
enberprisis. Howover, morc rocuntly, Communist Bast Europo, includi:s
the Sovict Umion, heve vun sought participotion of wostorn madti--
national Corportations to further thoir development, particularly
in such 7zéivanccd tochnological industrics like computers and
automobiles.

In non-gommunist .3/
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In nope-comaunist countrivg, privete wntorpriss ploys oruoial
roles in bringing about cconomic development. Today, multi-
national _corr:orations are the o uitcy of coonomic dovelopments.
Thoy brimg in cnpital, cxpertisc, as well as tochnology, without
which thore cun bo no significont cconomio duvelopm.nta
* Youths can ploy importont roles in providing the elimato
for forcign investmonts. First, they should not display-ottitudos
and indulge in activitios that show thoem to be hostile bowards
foreign ocnpital, .xpertisc, ond tochnology. Such bohovier will
invvitably frighton away would-be investors, and discourage thodsce
who hove investeds In the history of posb—war Asin, in those
countrics whure foreign investmunts bove been frightoned away
by uxccsses, tho outcome h.s boen poverty and wenployment for
the mejority,
Sucond, youths must have solf--diseipline, and bo tarifty
and hardworking. Onc of the problems of isia is that as the
recult of modern mnss communication, cepecially tclevision, the
soff lifc of ~fflucnt advanced counbtrices hazm an imp ot on fisia youths!
attitude towards work and thrift., 3Bven in advanced countrics,
capecially in wolfare stotes ¢ it is increasingly ruoognised that
the attitude of more pay for lesu work will cventually ruin
hoir cconomics. In duveloping cowatrics, such attitudcos will
hinder cconomic dovelopment. Th. good life canot be had immedintoly
and vdthout hiord work. This is the hard fact of lifc.
Third, yowths should play lcading rolus in family planning,
and bring under control the population cxplosion so orominont in
50 naay Loian counbrice. Thoir porewto have wede 1ife difficult
Jor them by producing too marny children, but they con help to moke 1life
ensier for thuir children if thoy do what thoir paronts nover did =
fomily planning.
Lostly, youtbs, espeeinlly thosc who have the n.ocossal
cducation to be the intolligentein of thoir ‘courd;ries, con play
critieal roles in shaping public orinion that will promotc the
conditions for coonomic growitii. CObviously, the role will be
different for tlhose who come from advanced courtrics in ~sia or on
the fringe of it, For them, their greatest contributios is o convinco

their countrymen that in the loag run protectionism ie not in their

inborests. For sesed/~




interests.  For thoso who ace in ASEAN, shaping public opinion in: £
of greator frovdom of trade within thoe region will be a contributio‘n»,
fowards more rapid mubual cconomic growth and prospority.

On tlde nole, T liko to conclude my addrgss. find withoub

further ado, I declure, with plogsure, opon this b lning' ﬁoi-kulibp,

and wish you o fruitful confirvnce.

JuLy 3, 1$77.




