
One of the significant facts in Asia is that most of the 
developing countries have large numbers of youths, often making up 
more than 50 per cent of their populations. For this reason, any 
international conference about Asian youth problems is an important 
wont. This Third Advanced Youth Leadership Training Workshop has 
special significance because the problems will be discussed by those 
most affected - namely, youth leaders and youth workers. 

Your Training Workshop, I have been given to understand, will 

be devoting the larger part of two weeks to discuss and analyse the 

various aspects of unemployment, especially that of young men and 
women. I do not pretend to know the answers, for the problems and, 
therefore, the solutions for the countries represented here must 
differ because of different circumstances. Yet, it is not understating 

the prevailing situation if I say, that the most serious problem 
facing Asia today is to create sufficient employment for its youths. 

Unemployment is a serious problem for all countries, developed 

and developing. But, in developed countries, the hardships can be 
temporarily alleviated by unemployment benefits, whereas in 
developing countries, lacking the wealth for such social welfare, 
the hardships We harder to boar, and may include abject poverty, 
human degradation, and even starvation. In developed countries, 
unemployment is mainly the result of world trade recessions, but 
in some developing countries, it is a major problem, even when the 
world economy is booming. Population increases have outstrippod 
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economic growth, because of high birth rates, low economic 
growth rates, or, as is often the case, the combination of both 
factors. The situation is worse than running on a treadmill. It 
is mode worse when world trade records. As if the situation is 
not had enough, it is compounded by the so-called revolution of 
rising expectations, is part the product of the anti-colonial and 
anti-imperialist struggles, and in part the result of the influence 
of television and high-pressure advertisements. 

We cannot now put the blame of economic ills on the wicked 
imperialist and colonial powers. A whole new generation has 
grown up, knowing no other government than those formed by their 
own people. The responsibility rests with them, and, therefore, the 
blame is on them. There is no alibi. Governments have fallen, 
by the democratic vote or violence, because they have failed to 
solve the unemployment problems. 

It is axiomatic that the aim of all governments is to eradicate 
unemployment. It will be presumptuous on my part to tell other 
governments how to solve their problems. They will be judged by 
their own people, and if they are seen to have failed in the eyes 
of their people, they must inevitably fall, sooner or later. This 
is the relentless fact of history. 

However, I think it will be helpful to this workshop if I 
may throw out, for your discussions, some, suggestions on how youths 
can contribute towards promoting economic development. 

It is a fact of life that in the world of today, no country 
can hope to develop unless it accepts the inflow of foreign capital, 
the transfer of technology and expertise, and economic interdependence. 

Even communist countries have recognise and accepted this reality. 
The less developed communist countries accept capital, technology 

and expertise, from the advanced communist countries, and trade 
with one another. They do this on a government to government basis, 
because in communi st countries all economic activities are state 
enterprises. However, more recently, Communist East Europe, including 
the Soviet Union, have even sought participation of western multi-- 
national Corporations to further their development, particularly 
in such advanced technological industries like computers and 

automobiles. 
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interests. For those who are in ASEAN, shaping public opinion in favour 
of greater freedom of trade within the region will be a contribution 
towards more rapid mutual economic growth and prosperity. 

further ado, I declare, with pleasure, upon thin training workshop, 
and wish you a fruitful conference. 
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