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SPEECH BY THE CHIEF MINI STER, MH. LIM :{:SW, H00K 9 
.AT THE OPENING 0]' THE TRADE .AND I NDU8'.l1RlES EX-

-' HIBITION AT . THE GREAT WORLD, AT 6. 45 P.t ~ ON 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 1958 

ThB moral of this Trade 1and Indus try FaiI' would .st:cm to be 
that trade and industry arc not only essential but c an be gl amorouf 1 

and I am happy to be here to see our economic p r ob l8ms in brilliant 
lights, ingenious displays, and il1troduced by :fcminir.H':· charmo It i s 
a· change from the hard light - and conventional file of the problems 
as they come over our ministerial desks - and a go od chan ge, for I 
think fairs of this kind arc a dee :l de d advantage not only t o rc·mind. 

us . of the import,ancc of tr a de and ind us try 9 bnt to ma kc us p roud of 
it ·- to n.~k.c us all proud · nf t. Now that we are a home l and of 
citizens, it is of importance to every member of the community t o 
know how our household income is earned~ and h ow much is earncdo 

I 

There is no division of earners and spenders~ and we must not 
a llow ourselVE:lS to have two sepa r- ::i t o per sonali tic s , a dr-c:.c'l.gc who 
earns and a waltE:lr mi tty who spends. There has. teen a divided ou t --
look. Those whose income is low have fought fo r a be tteI' cl':&s tributi on 
of our income by means of higher wages and b otter soc i a l services 
provided by the Government - and we, as a Govcrnrr,cnt - _ . 

, arc proud of the great-improvements wo ha7c b een ab le to 
achieve over the past three years of our s tewardship. If they hav o 
not considered whore the money is to come f r om the industrial and 
commercial le adcrs on the other hand have not gom: out to introduce 
themselves to the public, fearing per.haps the off ccts of t oo close 
a public interest. 

Whatever the reason, the collect ive pub lic rcla,tions of the 
c ommerc'ia l community have never been fully dcvclopNlo Pe rhaps it 
is true that the success of our indus trial and c crnrnercial leaders i n 
building up the prospcri ty of Singapore has been too much t akon for 
granted - but that makes rr.y point, for now tlla t 600 ,ooo voters ch oo·sc 
governments and policies, what they think of t .r..osc r.,c_,icvernents i s of 
over-riding importance. There can be no aloofness iri our .new f amily, 
ar:\d the closer corrme rec and industry idcnti!:':" thansc l vc s wi "; h tho 1 :1.fc 
of the community of which they are an integral end not an alien part-7 

· th(') mor-e its importance will be realiS8d. I f · it i s generally re ali.scd -
that the goose of our 8conomy is not an alien b i rd but liv8s in our 
compound, there will be less incentive to ki l l t .hc goose to got tho 
golden eggs. We must kill this belief that our economy is ali8n t o 
us. It is our Singapore economy, but it mu st be given t he clirnat0 L.-i 
whic~ to work because all of us depend on . i ts products 0 ,,. 

T,hi,.S m9ans too that we must c ollcc ti vcl y b o p :eoud. of our cc on om ~,.. 
insti tutio.ns b cc.ausc . they gi vc us our s tand:i.n g in the v.-o rlcl, · nd c; 
measure of the pal't we play in building up tho ccn tribut j_on of' the 
economy of Asia to the changing pattor11 of the e conomic wo r·ld0 We 
should al;I._ bo proud of the skills Which 0arn our L1com0 and hav8 
regular cblebrations, each proud of his c ontribution 'to the W8alth 
and skilis of . the camnunity. We should organise c:, n annua l Singapore 
Trade and Industry Day with processions and fcst i vi tics. '1fo should i1o-;~ 
turn our back on our ways of earning our living , but t ake c olourfui 
pride in our achievements and hearten ours(')lvos for our futur-c achie-.-:::--
ments. 

_Butt~ rct~rn to this fair, I am glad t o hav8 the opportunity of 
open~ng this faa.r~. It rcprcsen tp th8 marke t pls cc wh ·1-ch w.o arc and must 
continue to be, It reminds us that if the constituti onal path to in·-· 
dopendcnce . h~s been cleared, we.hav8 still to solvG:: our economic pro--
b lems and build our self-govcrrung sta to on a strong and s t ab le oc on or i r; 
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fom::v::'..at ion. It is a problem of hard thinkin.g···-a.n.d hard workj- not 
of :..deological theorising. Singapore oxists to prove no theor y -· 
we seek to be no guinea-pig in a·n ideological laboI'atory, no dog J.n 
a sputnik seeking the moon. We seek on ly to realise here in Si~ga-
Dorc for our own people what needs no grca tor argu::nent than human 
~ignity that is the highest level of life for all our citizens in 
the newly-enlar·gcd family of our riH atc of Singapore" And for that , 
reason I am grateful to the management for the faciliti8s they have 
gi vcn f or the civic exhibition under the title 11 Our· Singapo:ire 11 

Q 

Al though our problem has been defined so often 1 let me r·c:;;;ea t 
ito On the limited space of a small island occupying a commerci ally 
and internationally strategic positi on, we have a populati on growing 
a t t::18 rate of or:r;; new c i ti-zcn every e i gh t minu tc s, In the next 8 
years our p opul a-'.::i CL,. •;.; :·.:::1 :i.1.tCr'c c...S0 to two milli on; A11d our popul at:1

• on 
wil l be increasingly young, for when our populati on :::caches two 
million, 46% wi 11 be 14 years of age and unc-:.er o T.1:'18 new genera ti on 

has come to expec ·c a higher standard in their homeland than many of 
toeir parents achiev,ed in their l and of adoptiono They expect job s 
in the fu tu!'e and we will certainly no t find jobs for thf;m or thi0

: 

money to build E:: :-'·~.ools > hospitals, and he uses fo:._-. them by running 
~: :" "'.:nily in wel:!.. ·-WO:t'n grooves, or b y fo rc:.ng our econ omy into politic al 
otrait-~j a cke ts, with unrcaliwtic ideologies which arc RS misleading 
gui des as unrea listic drcamso 

We wish to increase industrialisation not onJy to give more 
vvo r·k9 but to g ive a wide!' diversity of interesting vvork t ·o r.~ ·.,.., the 
fully-rounded communi t.y which self-government impJ.icoc. As my fricnC. 
the Mj.nistcr f or Commerce and Industry has annour:c cd, v'rc aim t o g ive 
:::omc selective pl'o te ction to encourage l0('al industr i:)8 , but we 
rec ognise that commerce will continue to play t '.:w m'.:i.jo:r part in 
our oconomyo · :)·_1 ... policy is, and will (..l l Vi ays b e.~ o:-.r,:; of pos itive 
ac ti on t o eneourage goods and capit a l t o c ome and s e ek here ma terially 
bcneficie.l i nvestment and cmployma1 t., 

We have , an excellent natural harboui:1 wi th th8 best of man-made 
institutions to make i t i.a to one of t he v,c rl d~s gt'c:o. tcs ~ marke t 
places. We arc btiilding our airport t o 8Isurc that every facility i s 
riven for tra:f;.fic in people and goods t c come hsre from all nations .... 
We realise that our services must be bofo. econom::,.c. a:i. and 8ff icicnt, and 
·c~1.at only ~i.f we can provide a b0ttcr a.net cheap 8::."" cn-· ... :·1 ·.1. ot sc1~vicc for 
o chers than they c an p1°ov i de for th8mse:. ve s will our n <·;ighbours con--
t inuc ~o trade w:i th u o,, .Vhl le th8~' trn_ , 'r-- \l'.'i -t:i u s., the buyers of 
t l:cir pr oduct::: :i ~ ... ::. ··.t:.::::s w::c '.·:i-::h t o ::i::- : : . :~~1: j_3hcd goods t o them 
w~ll always come her8e We do not wish tc be dragged into t rade wars 
for nati onal aggran(U. sc:r.cnto We seek t J be a sta"tJ:.li sj_ng and enriching 
influence _in Sout East Asj_o.: and in ar As ia where the pattern of pro-
d1.1c ti on is changing industd.a::1.ly, and vvn.e re govc !'nments are' striv.·.:"..p.; 
·_,:,t' the more rar-,;,i d ach·i.evcmcnt o f the ve lfare of tt.8.i:"' r,ccrlrJ, w e ·. ·: 
~--\~.rrpting ourselves to mee t the needs, c :.1 d aspirati on n of' the pcop:.e 
of Asia and those v::10 seek to serve then,, 

I hope that those wh o visit t he fc·.::.r will enjo y- i.t and learn 
f r·om it, and with this wish, with my c: .. rngratulatlons to th0 organisers, 
· .. :. -is with cager a.nticipati9n that I d:"'clar8 thi o 1958 Trade and 
:;:,, dustry Exhibition open. 
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