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I am grateful for t ho invitati on from the Foreign Corres -
pondents' Association of South-East Asia to meet you all. 

The sub joct on which you have asked me to speak could n ot 
have boon bettor timed for it was last E' riday that the Queen 

· signed tho State of Singapore Bill whic h ends tho Colonial link 
with the United Kingdom and g ive s us for the first time in our 
history unreserved :;:; ower in our own internal affairs. 

No one is foolish or unimag_inativo oriough to believe that 
this is the end, of our problems. It mere ly transfers the res-
ponsibility for their solution fairl y e.nd squarely on to our own 
shoulders. That, I think, is fully realised and that is in 
itself a measure of our maturity un1o r t r. E:. hard lessons of par-
tial self-govornmon t since 1 955. But I an not so sure that wo 
have og_ually realised tho na turo of our problems and with all 
tho political argument wo tend t o forgot the major thi1igs on 
which we are united. 

We have moved far since 1955. 
our family of full citizenship: we 

. words of significance and emotional 
Colonial form of Government. 

We have doubled the size of 
have made "we" and "our" 
satisfacti on. We have ended tho 

Our Civil Sorvice has been rapi d l y hi1alayanisod and has ad-
justed itself t o the new pattern. .fo :1avc , as I need hardly 
remind you, a fully elected City Cow1cil Gnd will soon have pre-
dominantly elected District Councila . \\c have a new system of 
Singapore education with equality of lc~[uages and of financi a l 
ass is tan cc . Y1 0 have provided cducati on f c r 93,000 more children, 
and direct one out of every f our jJ:illc.rs of our budget to 
educati on . 

We are one of Asia's healthiest cities. Our Health 
Services provided 1/3 more hospital beds than they did in 19.J-i 9 

and our decentralised Health Service s in the rural areas h av0 ··:ron 
internati onal recognition. Thi s year we are building over ~-,000 
houses and 1 , 035 shops - on Government l oans and 1 /1 0 of the 
population now live in Singapore Improvcmc nt 'rrust h ouse·s, rcn ts 
for which go as l ow as $2 0 per month. .nc c ordin g t o tho economic 
survey, our standard of living is of che highest in Asia, i s 
rising, with risin g levels of wages oy 12~ since 1954 and rod~ccd 
h ours of work f or manual wor kers C"JCCen<\cd t o clerks and shop 
assistE,.n ts by new Ordinances. 

With the assistance and advice .Jf cv r Mil1istry of Ccmmorce 
and Industry, we arc nearly self-su pport ine in pigs, poultry, 
egg s, three essential ingredients of our diet . Life is better 
than three years ago: · the dynamic of our pro gress has increa sed 
and not relaxed. And the climate of orcLerliness we have c 1:1 eated 
has not been achieved at the expense of progro s s: in fact, it 
has assured our progress in spite of threats of economic turbu-
lence f er politic al aims. We have n ot stood still. It is dan-
gerous t o def inc the issue &s be tween static and dynamic gove rn-
ment. Excess of heat bec omes fever, and sudden change of diPec-
ti on c&n neutralise speed by the fric ·ci on it generates . To c cn -

tinuo this progress we need unity: but it seems that we are clis -
uni ted in what unity means. vv ha t d :) I ir,ean by unity? As I h ave 
said before and after the Constitut i cn~i talks, unity has brou~b t 
us. _f>olti ti1cal. advance, as the unity ol" -c;1e wngre ss movement b r ~ufht 
w111,y o ndia under the leadersh1 ;., -: f ::.c.rru and his Socialistic p c 11cy. · . • • ~ 
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The other way of civ i l war has failed :in the Feder at ion 
although the M.C .. P. in t heir .J.atest manifesto cl a i m th at the 
Civ il war they started 1:.md s t ill maintain against t he Federation 
G01 ernmen:t produced th e f r n it of Merdeka wh ich the Ten gku has 
s tolen,. The MoC.P. who al .so att 2. ck the Tengku for delay ing 
merger with Sin gap ore, which they Bee as a Ma l ayan Ker a la, are 
de l aying our indepen9.ence : and they make me the mor s det ermined 
that we sha ll n ot become e Com:nunist Trojan Horse to be towed 
into the Feder a tiono 

This way of civil strife whe ther by word or by de e d, has also 
been scotched in Sin 0 apore, a lth ough there are s till those who se ek 
t he satisfactions of fratricide even in our small and compact family. 

We have achieved in agre e ment on the form of our future con-
stitution , and on the future path through merger to a Merdeka in 
in a Malayan . mouldo 

All parties are agr ee d too that Singapore mus t achieve maximum 
economic prosperity through tr :.= de but prosperity for' a ll. We are 
agreed on the need for t hG ~ elf&re State -- that is social justice · 
through a greater re-distr j.but ion of income by bet te r standards of 
wo.ges, and by taxation to provide a basic minimum of he alth, housing 
an d education for all our citizens .. We are too small to afford 
gl ar in g contrasts of we a 1th and poverty . 

I th,ink too we are agr 'ed that this is the Oi1ly practical 
definition of S-ocialism in S:ingapore , for a highly-geared capitalist 
institution rmch as the :LD.te, rnational marlrnt of Sinc::,:::,J ore cannot 
be nationalised, for the nece ssary funds and ' goods wiil not come 
from overseas if the dir -:ct c.,ontrol of their use an d profitability 
;i.s to be taken over by the s t ate . 

We can lay down conditicns by legislation .and tr;,xation but 
th ey must be such as do not drive goods and funds away. Trade must, 
1 ike the rubbe r tree, be ct1.lt iva ted and tapped, but n ot slaughteredo 

Yet on these thre e points there are differences of applica-
tion . If ours is to be a parliamentary system, political parties 
.must play the rules of the sys tem. There is a da11 ger when loyalty 
to p arty rivals loyalty to th E:: co:n.nunity. It i:3 the menace of the 
totalitarian parties , th a t loyalty to the party becomes in the 
1n mds:3 of the memberB synonymouB with loyalty to the St &.t e and there-
fore opp osition to the Party is treat ed as opposition to the :·. t • 
state , and deserving the sarre range of punishement by extra-legal 
means if neces sary. 

Again, if merger with t:re Federatian is our aim, we must now 
and daily acclimatise ourself to, and contribute a ctively to, a 
Ma.layan way of thought. 'Chinese Chauvinism' or Communist ideology, 
or a heady 'blend of the t wo, is no Merdeka cocktail., 

And on the third point, if we see the need of cap ital and the 
need for capital to accept our Sin 5apore social and e conomic climate, 
those .who oper a te our capital and industry, mu s t for ~. part of our 
un i ty. They must not b e t rea t e d as slaves m r everse: n or, must 
some be invited to be favourite slaves or 11 people 1 s capitalists''. 
while others a re kept a t a distance. 

How then do I see un i ty when I suggest a Uni t 1.; d 8 oc ial ist 
Front? First our area of agPeement among ourseiveG is larger than 
our a r ea of dis a gre e ment .. Secondly unity, iG a:3 esGent ial, 1 and 
as likely to be realis e d 9 f or maki~g our economic pattern as it has 

b e en in 0000000• 3/-
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b een in making our poli t i cal pat ter n . Thirdly I Gee unity as 
comp l e t e and no t part ial . 

I s ee n o path t o un i ty by emph asising l ingu is t ic and e c onomic 
differences bey ond r e c on c il i ation o Ch inese an d En ~lis h-speak ing , 
Tamil and Mal ay, old c i tizens an d n ew, merchant and mechanic, em-
ployer an d work er s - a l l have a part t o p l ay in our p l anned nation -
b uilding o The on l y gr oup wi th which I cannot see uni t y i s t he 
Conmuni s t s be ca us e the y ar e so h ones tly dis h one s t when they G:r;:13 ak of 
a unit e d fr ont, and be c2,use t he.ir method is v ict ory for th e -party 
n o matter a t what c os t in p..amage to the commun i t y .. 

Their loya lty i s not to 8 in gap ore , but t o th e ir ide ol ogy for 
wh i ch the y will s a crif i ce e v erything o I t oo would l ike the luxur y 
of d e claring mys e lf n on-·C o,n ,1un i st, but I ca.1not be negat i ve against 
a carntant an d a ggressive thr ea t to the democr a t i c vit a l s of our 
Community o 

My loyalty i s to niy f e llow-men an d women of S ingap or e and 
the ir security and we lfar e o I beli eve th at a 3dcialistic p atter n 
of society is the wish of our pe onle -- that t he an alogy of the 
f amily and the home whi ch i s the basis of our Cit iz enship law, i s 
a true guide. 

I seek unity as a means -- to the end of t he welfare s t a t e . 
r seek unity for a ct ion, b e ca us e I believe the fricti on of dis unity 
will hobble our progress an d limit the r ange of our a mb i tions. I 
s eek unity be cause of the ma jor e con omic problems of provid:in g th e 
go od living our fi r Gt Sin bapore-b orn,, generation descr've, an d can , 

·With their skill and en thus iaem, cre at e under loya l and int e lligen t 
l eader ship . 

And, to look a t the other s i de, the subv~r ,3ive , a lien-ori en t a t e d 
force s in our mids t s eek our dis unity. The Co.n..,1unis t p olicy n ow is 
to divide and rule -- to d ivide to ga in p ower, an d to ma inta :in a myth 
of divi Gion to cont inue in ·oower. our democr a tic aim mu s t b e to 
clot3 e the divis ions wh i d.1 c~me from look ing. b a ck and to achie ve the 
democr a tic unity which is called for by the prospe ct ah ead. 

Tbs t, Gentl emen of the Press , i s my approa ch to un ity. With in 
thi s broa d de f:inition of loya l democr a tic unity, ther e i s scope f or 
deb a te and differencea 

But only in this way can I s ee p rosperity ahead and th at f ul l 
matur:ing of S:ingapore' s r· ich r e sources, which it i s 1cy happy duty 
as a loya l Mal ayan to seek an d s trive for. 

AU GUST 6, 19 58 o (Time i ssu ed 1600 hours). 
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