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SPEECH BY MR LAU PING SUM, POLITICAL SECRETARY (HEALTH), 
AT THE YIO CHU KANG CONSTITUENCY'S NATIONAL DAY DINNER 
AT ANG MO KIO SECONDARY SCHOOL, STREET 22, AVENUE 3, 

ON SUNDAY, 8 AUGUST 1982 AT 8 PM 

It gives me great pleasure to be here this evening which is 
the eve of our 17th National Day. I would like to congratulate 
the National Day Dinner Working Committee which has worked very 
hard in organising this dinner. The excellent support given by 
the residents demonstrates the awareness of the significance of our 
independence, a prerequisite to a sense of national identity. 

Singapore became independent 17 years ago under rather unusual 
circumstances. The historical and geo-political factors then 
were such that our independence was imposed on us. The socio- 
economic conditions were not at all conducive to the forging of a 
nation. The economy was unstable. Entrepot trade was the main 
economic activity and the Jurong Industrial Estate was still at 
its infancy with a small number of factories. There was unemploy- 
ment, living conditions were poor and education standards low. 
The various races did not have a sense of common destiny and the 
memory of the racial riots of the Fifties and early Sixties was 
still fresh on their minds. We had little or no defence capability 
of our own. Thus both internal and external factors were, to say 
the least, unpromising. 

Not surprisingly, foreign observers and domestic critics alike 
saw little in the future for Singapore. They thought that Singapore 
would be toppled by the slightest breeze. A few of the less stout- 
hearted the professionals who were internationally mobile, loft 
what they thought was a sinking boat and freely predicted the early 
disintegration of Singapore. 

Fortunately, the ...2/- 
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Fortunately, the vast majority of the people of Singapore 
showed courage, determination and perseverance Led by a govern- 
ment which believed in looking after the long term interests of 
the country, the people of Singapore responded splendidly. The 
greater the difficulty, the greater the courage and willingness 
to forego present pleasures for future benefits. Our parents 
and our senior citizens worked for a better tomorrow. True to our 
cultural heritage, emphasis was placed on good education and sound 
morals. Families were close-knit and elder brothers and sisters 
used to sacrifice their own future by supporting younger ones. 
Unlike scholars in other countries, needy all of our scholars 
returned to contribute towards the development of Singapore. 

The government believed in efficiency and discipline, without 
which little; progress would have been possible. Corruption in 
any form has been dealt with summarily. Drug addiction which can 
destroy the entire social fabric was curbed by strict penalties 
including the death sentence for traffickers. 

The garden city that we See today, characterised by high 
quality flats, spacious playgrounds, trees and shrubs at every 
turn, and law and order is held in high regard by other countries. 
The Jurong Industrial Estate has 1,500 factories employing 112,000 
workers. Many use advanced technology. Another 2,000 factories 
are, found in other estates. The strength of the Singapore dollar 
is testimony to our economic success Political stability is well- 
known. And we have a number of well-run committee and grassroot 
organisations which provide a two-way channel of communication 
between the government and the people. In recounting our successes, 
I do not intend to indulge in self-praise. However, it is important 
to appreciate the fact that the Singapore story is not an inexpli- 
cable social phenomenon. Rather, it is the result of a far-sighted 
and disciplined leadership working hand-in-hand with a diligent, 
courageous and resourceful people. Certain basic factors can be 
seen honesty, discipline, discipline, optimum use of human 
resource and most important of all, placing group interest above 
individual interest. 

On looking ......3/- 
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