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SFEZCH BY MR LEE KHOON CHOY, SENTOR MINISTER.OF STATE (PRIME
MINISTER'S OFFICE) ANWD DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATION
£T7 THE PRESENTATION OF LONG SERVICE iND STAFF COMMENDATION AWARDS
1 CONJUNCTION WITH THE PA DAY CELEBRATION AT THE PA AUDITORIUM

ON SATURDAY, 27 JUNE 1981 AT 12.00 NOON

I sense that most of you are in a festive mood today
=5 . celebrate the People's Association's 21st Anniversary,
1 an rather reluctant tc disrupt this gay mood, but it scems
neceasary for me on this occasion to clarify certain matters
which concern the functicns of the People's Asscciation and
tc review cur performances, Those of you who read the
Straits Times must be aware of the conclusion of the so=
called survey conducted by their Research and Information
Department which claimed that "Community centres appear to
have failed in their ability to serve the commmity", In
othur words, the 'survey'! claims that all of you who have
beun serving at the 157 conmunity centres, plus the 2,200
Manzagement Committee members, 700 Women Sub=Committec members,
and the 1,200 Youth Executive Committee members have failed
in their ability to serve the community., What is more Aige.
turbing is that based on the findings of the cursory survey,
the newspaper thought it fit to write an editorial question=
ing the wisdom of the government's subsidy to commumity
centres which the 'survey' claims Yare increasingly becoming
th. hount of a minority (who arc) the better educated and the

higher income wage earners®,

Never in the history of %nglish-language journalism
hos 30 much space been devoted to the work of the community
s:ntres. I am delighted to sec the Focus magnifying the
vroblem of the sceicl attitude of Singaporeans vis—a-vis
their neighbours, I am inclined to agrec with the observation

th-t Singaporeans generally are not the cordial type and that
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Yfriendliness is misazing in us', This is ncthing new %o me
for I Lad cbserved tnis trend of wfriendly habit of minding
one's omm business in Cosmopolitan Singapore 34 years ago
when I firet arrived from the less sophisticated but friend=
lier atmosphere of Penang, As I fravelled to more bigger
cities of the world, I noticed the same phenomena of the
aloofness of city slickers. As the cities got mcre affluent,
the city dwellexrs becaune less friendly and more withdrawn
into their individual shelters of privacy, In an affluent
society, technologically improvised consumer products for
easy comfort and quick pleasure such as refrigerator, TV,
video tapes and cars are made so easily evailable and in
abundance that they r-lp to reduce Inmean contact. They also
encourage people to reduce the amcunt of time spent worrying
about the goodwill or hostilily of others, All the increcasing
volune of tecinclogical gimmicks aimed at providing entertaine
ment anl pleasuve at private homes do have an impact on the
lifestyle of the afflient society. They make city slivkers
tend to withdraw from the whole system of values and oblig-
ations that hes historically been the basis of public
community and family life, That explains the siiynificant
sentence as reported in the Pocus that "Despite their feelings
about their neighbours, Singaporeans in general appear to be
highly satisfied with the way they live",

Wo one doubts that the compunity centres were built as a
meoting place to promote socialising, encourage neighbourliness
and 4o bring people together, For some years, the comrmnity
centres have been orzenising get-together tea parties, family
picnics, exeursions and other similar activities to foster and
develop a sense of commwnity spirit and identity among our
citizens, During the 12 months ending in March 1981, community
centres organised a total of 1,072 tours and cutings involving
53,000 residents, and 216 other neighbourliness activities
involving another 14,500 residents, The subsequent formation
of the Residents’ Committees which are now widespread through-
out the island was aimed specifically to help boost the
efforts in promoting good neighbourliness, In a free and
democratic society, the attitude of friendliness can -nly be

encouraged and stimileted and not irpossds. The ccomuni by
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centres and the Residents! Committees cnn cnly generate
activities and provide the atmosphere of friendliness, bub
they cammnot be made responsible for the behaviour or attitude
of Singaporeans,

I would now like to correct some of the wrong impressions
about the cormumnity centres created by the so-called surve;:z
"Commumity centres are increasingly beconing the haunt of a
minority (who are) tle better educated and the higher income
wase earnerst,

Pirst of all, let me reiterate that it is never FAls
aim to attract every man and women to the community centre,
This is not possible because not everybody nceds the services
of the cormtmity centre, Some people as I have explained,
prefer to enjoy their own privacy and indulge in their self-
absorbing cntertainment, Our aim is to help those who cammot
pect vheir recreational and educational needs. This was
indeed the ratiomele for the establishment of cormumity
ccntres. Over the years, we have constantly been monitoring
the changing needs of the people and made the necessary adjust-
nents in programming. A comparisen of the community centre
programming in the early 60s and 70s and the present day will
reflect the chenges, In the early days in the 60s, the
commumity centres offered only a limited range of activities,
mainly table tennis, cocking and sewing classes. In the
19708, the range of activities expanded rapidly to ineclude
many types of cultural, sports and continuing education
activities +o meet the mors sophisticated nceds of our more
affluent population, Notwithstanding this, PA ensures that a
Ea.lanced programe is maintaineds activities appealing more,
o the middle~income groups such as squash, deep-sea fishing,
ballet, and pianc classes, and activities appealing to ‘the
lower-income working class, such as culinary arts, tailoring,
table tennis and basketball,

For the finsncial year of 1980/81, 35,800 participated
in the regular classes of commmity centres. During. the same
period, the community centres organised a totsl of 5,000 ad
hoe functions/activities involving 40,000 voluntoers and
820,000. participants, not to memtion that ebout one million
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sdience /spectators enjoyed Tclefun and Chingay Procession,

Ther: are alsc 329 intercst groups with a total memberahip of
15,000,

In the past, duc to lack of facilities and professionalism,
better cducated and higher—income groups shunned the comrmnidy
centr ., The commumity centre then was associated with only
the poor. Over the years, we howe made conscious effort to
uprende CC facilities and improve the quality of services to
ttract the better—educated professionals so that they would
c-me forward to make use of the CC facilities as well as to

‘irrfr:rlve themselves in cormunity work. We are indeed gratified
t. note that our efforts are beginning to bear fruit, hearing
i ocind that the professicnal pesple had in the past some
prejulices against the community centre, PA will double its
effuits to attract more English-cducated, middle-income groups
to *he community centre, The Straits Times 'survey' by high-
Zighting the increasing mumber of middle-income group using
the O facilities may have given the wrong impressicn ‘that we
nave neflected the lower educated and the not so well=~to=do

inzonc groups,

It is far from the truth that the working class and
loger-educatod have shyed away fror the community centres. In
the proeezss of modcrnising cur community centres, PA has never
sucrificed the interests of the working class. Charges for CC
aciivities arc always kept within the reach of the working
nlees, For ,example, sexvices such as kindergarten classes
and child care servic: are heavily subsidised sc that they are
7ithin reach of the lower—income group. The idea Zs to bring
about nn intermingling and dialcgue amongst Singaporeans
o acepective of races or cconomice classes or languages and

roilenons,

The second point I wish to clarify is the misleading

remazk of the 'survey! which says that "a great nmajority of

gt 50 and above, most of whom being uneducated =nd wnemployed,

4e7 mover been to any community centre", The fact is that the
éonmmity centre has always been the heven for the elderly in

a nunber of constituencics, Some centres such as Bras Basah,
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Kreta Ayer and Havelock attract many senior citizens everyday,
The percentage of the senlor citizens visiting commmity
centres is not toc high because the problem of caring for the
amed is only of recent origin, It has been PA's policy since
1977 to make special effort to promote activities for the
senicr citizens, For examplc, hefore 1977 there were no
proper senior eitizens! clubs although there were cther
activities for the elderly. Since 1977, effurts havce been
mads to form senior citizens' ¢lubs in ccm;nunity centres,
There are now eight such clubs, with a tot2l membership of
9923 the senior citizens themselves run these clubs, It is
our intention to set up the senior ecitizens' clubs in as many
community centres as possible, The participation of the
genior eitizens in CC activities is therefore expected to

increase in the years o come,

In its 'survey', the interviewers seemed to have
confined themselves to adults who are 20 and above, Young
peorle below 20 account for almost 40 per cent of our
populaticn. Gemerally they have made greater use of the |
corramity centres than the adults, The PA Youth Movement,
coseplished in 1971 has inereased its membership of 2,500 in
5C youth groups in 1972 to 36,900 in 105 youth groups in 1981,
Aerides, there are 81 Children's Clubs with 7,300 members.
The Youth Moverfxent hag orconised a wide range of activities
overy year, Since 1976, the emphasis has been on getting
young pecple to render commmnity services and not just as
rucipients of services. In 1978, the Youth Movement launched
two service schemes, the FA Youth hftercare {Counselling)
Service for Bx=drug Addicts and the Scheme for Premature
Sch .ol Leavers, A corps of 271 Volunteer Aftercare Officers
(:”\TAOS) have been trained and they are now helping the re-
hebilitation of 179 ex~drug addicts., The Scheme for Premature
Sehwol Leavers aims at imvolving premature school leavers in
healthy youth activities. Almost 2,000 premature school leavers
wwve been invelved so far, Besides these two schemes, the
v.uth groups have been invcelved in providing free tuition and
sumervised study classes for 2,140 school children. Another
aciivity worth mentioning is welfare secrvice projects. In

TI 1980, a total of 160 welfare scrvice projects were undertaken
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by the youth groups enlisting 3,758 youth volunteers, These
projects benefit some 24,000 residents cr inmates of 44
welfare agencies and merbeors of the public, Hence, if the
Straite Times 'eurvey' had included young people below 20,
its conclusions concerning the community centres would have
been somewhat different.

We do not dispute the fact that fewer people visit
small and rural CCs with limited facilities. 3But we find it
difficult to believe the findings of the Straits Times !gurvey!
that over 80 per cent of the people in HDB housing estotes do
not visit community centres, We suspect the respondents were
those that gtey in HDB housing estates which have not yet got
their modern commmity centres, Since 1977 we have wuilt no
fever than 18 new-gcneration centres, each with a wide range
cf modern facilities. The facilities of these centres have
been fully utilised, especially those located in HIB. aveas,

To cope with the growing demands for more facilities, 1.0 of
these nodern centres have extended their new buildings, and
snother three centres arc now finalising their extension plans,
Hence, there is no fear that modern CCs, each costing a few
million dollars to build, will become ‘white elephents!, We
belicve that unless and wmtil the facilities in the commmity
centres are wide~ranging ond modern, few people would visit
the centres. We will thevefore continue under the (C develop-
nent plan (1977--1982) to build more newmgeneration comm;mity
centres to replace the old ones sc as to meet the increasingly
sophisticated needs of the people.

Furthermore, mass public campaigns are held through the
network of the commmmity centres, Talks, exhibiticns and other
cempaign activities are held inside ox outside community
centres to educate the citizens on the dos and don'ts of good
citizenship, Withiut the neltwork of these commmity centres,
these public campaimms would not be able to reach the majority
of the people,

Finally, let me put on record once again the Board's

and my pexsonal appreciation of thogs men and wonen who have

come forward to volunbeer their services to orgonise centre
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pregrermes and activities. All of them would no doubt dise
agree with the findings of the Straits Times 'survey', Some

. may be hurs but they need not be discouraped by the survey!.
Let me assure these dediceted volunteers chat we in the PA
are appreciative of their contributions towards the creation
of a strong united community in Singapore.

I would also like to thank the staff for contributing
much to the succeas of the Association, Without their
dedication and high sense of duty, PA would not be what it
is today. T~ am also glad to be here this aftermoon to present
Long Service and Staff Ccrmendation Awards to the deaserving
staff members,




