
National Archives 

Records Centre, Singapore 

78 0051 39 MC/MAY/22/78(FOREIGN AFFAIRS) 

SPEECH BY THE SENIOR l4I~IIS~ OF STATE (FOREIGN AFFAIRS) AND 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATION, MR. LEE KHOON 
CHOY. AT THE OPENING OF THE ASIAN YOUTH COUNCIL 4TH ADVANCED 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP AT THE NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING INSTITUTE ON SUNDAYS MAY 28, 1978 AT 5.30 P.M. 

I am glad to have the opportunity to speak to so many youth 

leaders from the various countries of the Asia Pacific region 

attending this advanced youth leadership training workshop. You 

have come all the way from different parts of this region to find 

out what role the youth can play in the social development. 

The problems of youth and the role they can play has been 

thoroughly deliberated at national, regional end international 

meetings over and over again. It would be difficult for anyone to 

say anything which has not been said. There is in fact very little 

new truth to be discovered or new solutions to be expounded on the 

subject. There are more than enough "old" truths and solutions to 

guide us along. For example, it has often been said that the abundant 

energies of youth are on asset to society if properly harnessed end 

that youth should be meaningfully involved in natonal development. 

There were codes of behaviour, rules and regulations long before 

the tan commandments were expounded to guide the behaviour of 

mankind and of nations. Yet, the history of mankind is a never 

ending recurrence of human tragedies end sufferings resulting from 

crimes, wars end revolutions. The world we live in are not short 

of solutions to avert or climinate problems of human sufferings. 

It is the lack of will, courag e and determination to implement the 

solutions that is the root of all troubles. 

Youth has always been a source of strength and spearhead of 

courage and enthusiasm. Throughout the history of mankind, this 

source of strength and energy has been harnessed for constructive 

purpose beneficial to the growth of civilisation. History has also 

witnessed how this spearhead of courage and enthusiasm has been 
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manipulated to spark off bloody riots and revolution in the overthrow 
Of governments and the destruction of the fabric of civilisation. The 

fountain spring of youth is a significant force which can help shape 

society. It can either build or mar the development and progress of 

society depending on how it is being exploited. 

It is gratifying to note that the theme of this workshop is a 

constructive one of nation-building. The emphasis is on the role 

youth can play in the development of their respective nations in 

the field of economic, social and cultural advancement for the 

benefit of the people. The thorny problem facing all leaders in 

countries which have got rid of colonial rule after the Second World 

War was how to deliver the goods of better living after the period 

of slogan shouting and fighting was over. It has dawned on many 

peoples of this region through decades of experience that food, 

shelter and better standard of living do not fall from heaven after 

the colonialists and imperialists have gone. History has shown that 

i-t is easier to defeat the colonialists and in some cases involving 

even the mightest imperialist power, than to pull a nation together 

and put her on a sound social and economic footing. The same emotional 

slogans, courage and experience that had helped to pull through a 

revolution may not necessarily produce the some effectiveness in the 

delivery of the fruits of revolution. A repetition of the old 

revolutionary slogans and propaganda techniques could no more capture 

the imagination of the people who expected a better life after the 

struggle. The technique of revolution and the expertise of nations 

building and social reconstruction are two different things altogether 

TO blow up a power station, to Sight a battle in the front line or 

in the jungle and to massacre innocent people turned out to be easier 

than to reconstruct a city, got the required capital to build factories, 

provide jobs for the people, better homes, schools, hospitals and 

generally better conditions for civilised living. The fruits of 

revolution are not there -to be plucked when the revolution is over. 

They do not grow out of revolutionary slogans. They can be realised 

only when each and everyone of the population especially those with 

youthful energies are prepared to put in extra efforts with a spirit 

of sacrifice, discipline and cohesiveness. And there must be realistic 

planning and pregmatic strategy. This is easier said than done, for 

only a clean, honest, effective and fair government can inspire the 

people to put in their best. A fair deal and equal opportunity for 

every citizen .....3/- 
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every citizen irrespective of race, religion, language or creed 

based on meritocracy will draw out the best brains needed for their 

expertise and a climate of political stability is essential to 

attract capital investment required for the various projects. 

The problem of political stability sounds easy and simple. 

But there are so many imponderables that make it not so easy to come 

about. The scramble for the spoils of victory, and the struggle for 

power and influence, some based on personal ambitions, others 

motivated by racial, linquistic or religious sentiments are some of 

the hidden shadows which lurk behind the minds of leaders and followers 

Who were brought up differently and therefore have different ideals 

and perception in life. These differenes which were suppressed 

during the period of common struggle against a common enemy emerged 

into the surface after the common enemy was defeated. They soon 

become the source of tension and friction which began to hamper 

political stability. We can see this happening in most countries 

in Afro-Asia in the post-colonial era. 

There are no hard and fast rules on what the youghs should do 

or can do to contribute their share to social development. Conditions 

differ between country to another, and the method or technique 

applicable to one country may not necessarily solve the problems of 

another. The leaders of each country will have to find their own 

solutions to their own peculiar problems. The important thing is 

to know the problems and map out workable strategies. The fundamental 

question that all leaders have to face after the planning is: how 

do they inspire their youth so that they are prepared to work harder 

and put in more concerted effort and how their energies can be 

harnessed to implement the strategy. 

I would like to stress that no solution can be possible without 

hard work, discipline and pregmatic planning. In the final analysis, 

it is the simple question of how to make the people especially the 

youth work harder and to make them think in tarns of not what they 

can got out of society but what they can give to society. Any society 

that has generated this ethos will have wan half the battle. 

I hope that this workshop will bring forth some useful results. 

With this hope I wish your deliberations every success. 


