trainiig course and on being deployed into the various operational

“0f the corps.

BINCAYORE GOVERNWMENT PRESS STATEMENT MC .DEC.33/73(AFFRS) . .

IHXT OF SPEECH BY THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY

TO THE MINISTIER OF HOME AFFAIRS, MR.LIM GUAN HOO,

AT THE L1TH INTAKE V.C. PASSING-OUT PARADE AT PRU
BASE IT QUEENSWAY ON SATURDAY, DEC.22, 1973 AT 5 F.lM.

This passing-out parade marks the happy conclusion of the six
nonths of basic training for 2,123 part-time natiounal servicenmen.
Duxing this period, the 1lth intake of national servicemen in the nes
vigilante corps have gone through the introductory chapter off their
training programme and have thus laid a sound foundation essential
Zor further advancement both in training amd service in a discipiined‘
uniformed organisation. Further training will be given to enable
these national servicemen to service Civil Defence, Auxilliary Fire
Pighting or community security policing.

The vigilante corps-is continually receiving men with better
cducational background. In the initial ycars, as high as 80 per cent
o the corps members received only primary cducation. 'As for this
intake, more than 50 per cent have received at least sccondary school
oducation., The availlability of better leadership gualities will holp
in noe small neasurc to develop the corps into a more cohesive and
eifective organisation.

Hational servicemen with better educational background and

leadership qualities have been selected to undergo a special leadership

digiricts and units will become unit leaders, group leaders or section
leaders responsible Jor guiding their subordinates in their duties

and functicnss We have now a new plan in mind to give more responsibilit:
to the national service ofiicers in the vigilante corps, in order that
their professional knowledge, where applicable, may be more effcctively
and congtructively utiliged through national service towards‘national
progress. Many ox them who are lawycrs have recently taken an active
part in organising the Seminar on the Limited Policing Scheme. A
gpeaizers' panel will be set up with quglified national service oifficers.
including lecturers Iron institutions of higher learning, accountants
and doctors to assist in publicising and implenenting the policing
gehene. Purther plans are being contemplated For them to conduct oxr

receive special training to ensure satisfactory development and prqgrés

T-.I.“_e VC .....-'.,.-.'o..2/'__.,
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The VC has now prepared a comprchensive Work Plan for 1974,

]

ligting out a wide spectrunm of training and service schemes in :5
chronological order. When implemented, this work plan will probably :
necessitate further adjustment of training programmcs and slight zﬁ

increase of training/duty hours. As a disciplined force congisting %

o hundreds o thousands oif young citizens, the vigilante corps ﬁ:

‘l' should continue to make more constructive contributions towards ‘f@

gocial progress. It should reiflect the precious qualities off

willingness to serve and tenacity of Singaporeans who have,

through thick and then, made Singapore a successiul independent

ratione The manpower available in the corps is part and parcel o

our nost inporitant national asset. Where possible and necessary, &
. we should not hesitate to extend the scope ol service to prove our R
worth as a useful national service organisation. In this context, X

the VC has now decided to set up, amongst other things, a lifeguard 4

corps Jor deployment along the beaches to provide safety protection “q
. to those who prefer to hafec a day by the beach. Reperts have it i3

that quite a number of fatal drowning cases occurred during the IS

past Yew years. These incidents could have been prevented had
necessary precautiors been taken in advanhce. It ig the intention

o the vigilante corpe to assist in this direction. In February

.
0

1974, the first batch of about 40 VC members who are gualiiied lifeguards
will be deployed for this special field of national service. This
will be Zollowed by the service of a second batch oif lifeguards
who are currently undergoing sea training. Though the results of
’ tals wervice may not be tangible, we hope that through the eifforts
oI our natinmal servicemen, the number of Fatal cases by the beach
will be reduced and minimized.
I weuld like now to ceoungratulate you rfor your excellent perfornance
tolay. ALl of you should put in every effort to enhance the image of

the ecorpsge

DIICTMBER 22, 1973. ~ (Time issued: 1430 hours)
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