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S:1IDXT OF SPEECH BY THE PARLI!1MJrnTARY 'SECHETAttY 
r.forffi]:; MI NisTlift-01;1Tfrn;fif"APPA:U"ts:"11m.Y:urcu".i\.NHOO. 
AT THE lFr:a INTAKE v. c, PAs1tini-ou'.r ·r ARADE AT nri.r 
~SE _II~lfswAy OA_SI1.'illRJ)AYy_-_DEC,22y 1973 AT _5 P .M. 

This 1x:i.ssj_ng- out parade r:i.Rrks the hamw conclusj.on of tho six 

r.ionths oi' bRsic trR:i.ning for 2 1 123 pA..r- t-t::i.1:10 11,_1, t:i. o r1c1,l sorv:i.cemon, 

D'.: T':\ne; thj_s perfodi tho 11th intRlrn of 11:1. tional serv:J.cor.ion in the 

v:;. 0 :i.J.a nto corps have gone t .hrough the introductor3r cha11ter. of thoj_r 

-t.ra~.n:.i.n g progrRr.ir.ie Rl1d hRVO thus 18.::i.d R sound foundnt:i.on ossont :i.al 

:·:'or :':'u ::dher ndvRncor.ient both j_n training nnd sor-v:i.ce in R disd.pl:i.ned 

1.1.n~.::?orr.iod or&,cLnisfl;bon . Further train:i.ng w:i.U bo sivon to enable 

those nn t:i. onRl sor-v·j_cor.ien to so:rrv·::i.co C:i.v:i.J. Dofenco , Auxj_lliary F:i.ro 

I":\ ,'.},t:i.ng or cor.irauni ty socurj. ty po l:i.cing . 

Tho vj_ gilnnto cor;: s is contirn.mlly roco :i.v:i.ng r.ien w:i. th better 

odu cn i;j_ onal bnckground . In tho :i.nit:i.nl yenrs~ as high as 80 per cont 

o~:' tI,o corps r.ier.ibors r eco :i.vod onl3r pr:i.mary oduca t::i. o n . As for th:i.s 

:i.ntfllrn, r:,ore than 50 per cont have r occJ:i.vod. a t lenst soco ndnry school 

ed:;:, cat:i.on . The nvaiJ_a.bH:i.ty of better J. 0<1:dorship qual::i.tj_es w:i.11 help 

:i.n no sr:1a],l r:10Rsure to dov olop the corps :i.nt o a moro cohesj_ve and 

e:?::'oct::i.ve organi sn tfon . 

lfatfonal a cr-v·:i.cer.ion with be t ter educri,tfonal bRclq.,i:round and 

J.oad orsh j.11 qual:i.t:i.os have been sel ected to under go n spec:i.al 10;1,dershj_p 

trn,j.n:i.1te; course and on bo:.ng d eploynd i nt o the var:i.ous opera "i; j_onal 

d. :;. str:.cts and un:i.ts wj_ll bocor.ie un:i.t l oaders, group leaders or soc tj.on 

lcc:1,clors rcsponsj_blo fo r guj_d ing their subordj_na tes :i.n their duti es 

a nd :?unct::i.n1s . -,ie have now a new J)lan j_n r.1:i.nd to g:i.ve nore responsj.bj.l:i.ties 

t o tl1G natj_onal ser-v·j_ce officers :i.n t ho vj_gj_lante corps, j_n order tha t 

tho::i_r proi:'ess::i.r,nc1,l lrnowlGd fse, where c1.J1plicabl ei r:1,.1,,y be r:1ore effect:i.vol y 

nnd. constructj_voJ.y util:i. sed thro1xgh na t::i. onRl so:rv::i.ce t owards 11R t:i.onri,l 

J.)l'O[,Toss . Mnn,y of then who are l mv;yers have recentl,y tnlcen nn act ::i.vc 

J.1aI·t ~. n or[;c1,n::i.s::i.ng the Ser:1 :i.nar on the 1,j_mi ted -Po l:i.cing Scher.ie . A 

c-;.,cakers I panel will be se t up wj_ th quql::i.fied nR tj_onnl sorvice o?r::i.c ors 

:i.ncJ.ndj_ne locture.r·s fror.i instj_tut:i.ons of h::i.ghor l on.rning,. accountants 

n.nrl cloctors to nss ~_st :i.n publ:i. ,:i.s:i.ng a rld it:ipJ.3r:1onting the polic:i.ng 

scheme. Jh1r ther )) l c1.nc aro bo:i.ng conte1:1pla ted for ther:-1 t o conduct or 

reco:i.vo spocic1.l trnJ.n:i.ng to onsuro sn t:i.si:'actory development nnd. proeress 
o::· tho corps . The VC • , ••• . •• , •• , . 2/-
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Tho vj_gj.lcl.nto cor 1, s with the consj_stent :i.nfJ.ux of 1.nrt- Hr:w 

:::'ro r:1 cl.11 walks of life, r angJng fron thnse who J.j_ve fron hand to 

noutb. to Vcl.r::i.ous ca tognrj_c,s of profossj_onal r:1011 . Por t hos e who 

have not boon ahle t o cor:1ple t o the:i.r schoo l educa tj_on at a hj.gher 

J.ovoJ., a gron t va:d.ety of specj.nJ.:i.sed trc:d.nj_ng provj_d ec: h;y tho VC 

w:n l rmable t heo. to fj_nd thm:1selvos a quj_d pr o quo j_n ua t ::i.nnnl 

so:r:Y.i.ce . It :i.s t herefo re r:iy hopo tlmt they w:i.J.l take the opJ,crtunity 

o:·: ·r,oj_ne absorbed. :i.nto th e bj.[s :foo.iJ.3r of VC t o h.ave tlrno.selV8S w·ell 

oqu~.m,cc:. t o becor;w o.ore useful d . t:i.zens o::? Singapcro . 

Over the pas t few nonths~ the v:i. g:i.lante CC' r p s under the 

J. caclo:rsh:i.1, oi' the l\.ss:i.stant Com-:i:i.ss:i.cnor of ?n. l :i. ce ( ?o l :i.co lfat:i.onal 

Jervj_ co) Rl1d j_ts now Cor:mc1,ndant RS weJ.J. as o ther son:i.or off:i.c ors 

incJ. ic<'U.ng the three Deputy Cc rn-:ia nclants 1 hn.ve r:1ndc rcmarlrnble proeross 

j_n tho nd j us to.ent of :i.ts or gnnj_sn, -t;j_onal s tructure 1 tho pre1x1.r a. H on 

:':'or the j_1-:ip lcmontnt:i. on of a now :i.n- cnnp trc1,:i.n:i.ng dove J. or;o.ent 1,ro ject, 

tho pubJ_j_ca t:i.on of the VC offj_dal or gc1, n, the rev:i.ovv of trn:i.n j_n g 

p:i:os:c/1,rn:ies for c:i.v:i.l d e :::'enco and other fj_ e l ds o] serv:i.ce , the 

sett~.n3- u1, of a s ped.al:i. sec, cul turc1,l un:i. t, e t c . All the s e serve 

11')-~ onJ.31 to creRte a now ntoosplrnrc conduc ive fo r raorc oonstruc t h·e 

nncl oonn:i.ngful servj.ces b31 tho c or p s oonbers, but h/1,ve 11011,ed t o bo ns t 

UJ., the nornle of nJ. l off j_cers a nd non j_n the corps . 

, .. _ 

. . ( 1'-Z. }, J.) j7 1-hJ; ;,.~1,l \ The ses t a bJ.j_slmcmt of the Couo.un:i.ty SocurJ.ty .F'orce ; ,J J.-... ,F-y._ ol l)k! 
:i.. s ~,c t a 11o tl1.cr l'u:illranrlc of tl1c cr1l'u1,11ccd c11t!l..1..1sta sr:1 nnd s11:i.r:i. t o:( 

docLj_ c;:-i, tj_on d:l.sp l ay ed. l)y thousRnds of our young d. tj_zens j_n the corp a. 

e 

'ri.~j_s r:::cher:io vdJ.l be j_DJ., lODentecL in R we ek I s th10 nnd ?or thj.s purpose , 49 
st DJ. w:i. t h :i.n the fj_rst phase of the :l.r part-t:i.r:io sorvj_ce . It :J.s r:iy 

s::.ncore hop e thn t wj_ th tho spec:l.al trn:i_n:i.ng they lmvo reco:i.ved 1 they 

w:i.J.l be n,b lo to fu:rthor cl evelq, the:l.r knov1ledge nnd versR t:i.U ty ~ 

-,rh:U_o on t he j nb , to }1erforr:i tho j.r dut j_os nore effect:l.voJ.y. T!Iore 

:J.1:1},ort/l,:1t~ they shouJ.d nssj_st nor:i·bers of tho pubJ.:i. c when RJ.,pronchod 

/l,l1l! trcm t then as tho fr fr :i.end s . 

r:,· • · ·1 ' 3/ 1ne vigi_an~e •. . • -
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Tho VC has now propa:r-od a co1:1pr ohons:i.ve Work ? 18.n for 197 4, 
J.j_c t::_ng ou t a w:i.d o spoc trun oi' trr-d .nj_ne and s orv:i.co schor:tos :i. n 

cJu:onoJ.og:i.ca l a rdor . VJhon inploraontod, t his wo rk p lan w:i.ll probi.ibly 

noc crns:i.tato further ad justr:iont oi tra :i. ri:i.n g J)rograr:tr.rns a nd sligh t 

:.i.ncroase of tra:i.n:i.ng/ dut,y hours . As a d. :i. sc:i.p l:i.nod f orce cons:i. s t :i.ng 

o:~· hundred s of t hou sRnds of youn g c:i.t:i.zons, tho v:i.g:i.J.Rnto c or ps 

sho;.: J d cont:i.nuo t o r:ialrn 1:ioro construct:i.vo contributio ns t owc1.rds 

::ioc:i.a l progre ss . It shouJ.d reflect tho proc:i.ous quRl:i.t:i.os of 

vr:U.J.:\ngncs s to servo and tenac :i.ty of S:i.ngaporeans who lmve, 

t hrough th:i.ck and then~ L1ado S:i.n gnporo a succoss?1.1l j_ndopond ont 

1~.a tj_ r: n .. 1I1:!.10 manpower ava:U.a1~ lo in tho corps i s part and parcel of 

our r.1ost :i.1:iporta nt nat:i.onal asse t . ·1n10r o poss :i.blo and nocossa:i::y, 

we shou ld no t hes:i. tato to extend t ho scope of sorvico t o prove our 

wortl1 as a useful na t:i. (ma l sor,d.ce organ:i.sation . I n th :i. s con t ext, 

tho VC hns now de c:i.d od t o se t up, Rr:tongs t o ther things, a l:i.iosu,.1.rd 

cor)JS ::·or dopJ. oyr:iont alon g tho beaches t o pr ov:i.de sm?o t y protoct:i.on 

t o ti_~os o who prci~:'or to ha':'e R day by tho beRch , i1op0rts have :i.t 

that qu :i. te R m1r.:i.b0r of fR t Rl drown:i.ng cases occurred dur :i.ng the 

p8.s ·~ :::-ow 3roarn . These :i.nc:i.donts could have been provonted hr-i.d 

lY>. ccrn;,mry precaut:i.a~s l) oen taken :i.n RdV8.ncc . It :i.s the intcnt:i.•:; n 

o:·_, the v:i.g:i.lanto cor ps t o ass :i. s t :i.n th:i.s J.iroct:i.nn . In February 

19'14~ the f:i.rst batch oi El.bout 40 VC r:trn:ibers who arc q1ml:i.fiod l:i.:.i:oguard s 

v,;:i.J.J. l)c d eployed for t h :i.s spo c:i.al i:i.eld of na t ~.o nRl sorv:i.cc . 'l1h :i.s 

w:DJ. be i'olJ.owed by the sorv:i.ce of 8. socnnd batch oi lif o &,uards 

Yij_,o nro currently und ergo:i.ng soa trn:i.n:i. ng . Though th o result s of 

t ;.,:i. ~J fclc rv:i.ce nay no t be tangible, wo hope t hat through t he efforts 

o:::' our na t:i.rinal sorv':i.001:10n, the nunber of fatal cases ·b31 tho beach 

w:U.J. ·b8 x·od.uc ocl and 1:1:i.n:i.r:1:i.zod . 

I we u l d l:i.kc now to c rmgra t u l ato you fo r your Gxcollent porfor nRnce 

"G(,·1 c\i' . - J.l of 3• ou shoul d 1.mt :i.n cvor3r c :?i'ort t o enhance tho j.1:iago of 

t ho corps . 

n,;cn.rnrn 22 , 1973. ( T:i.r:10 :i.ssuod g 1430 hour s ) 

M - · · ::••"· --
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