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ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE, MR HOWE YOON i_go_[o—o %

CHONG, AT THE FTS GRADUATION CEREMONY AT CHANGI
ATR BASE ON FRIDAY. 12 SEPTEMEER 1980 AT 5400 FH

On the occasgion of this Graduation Ceremony let me take
the opportunity to address you on the RSAF and the training and

development of our pilots.

The importaonce of the RSAF in the defence of Singnpore
cannot be over-emphasized. Without a shrong Air Force
complcemented by a comprchemsive system of air defence our
populntion cwn be subjected to air rnids and our vital install—
ations will be exposed to dangere Our defence forces will be
harrassed and our troops will not be provided with the necessary
ground and logistics support in their operzﬁons; The capabilities
of the Nnvy will also be adversely affecteds All these factors
dictate that we must have a strong Air Forcee. This means that

we must frain good pilots and provide them with the nccessary

aireraft, weapons, and cquipment to ensure control of our air

space at all times.

The FTS provides brsic training for all our pilotse It
trains young men and wemen in flying skills and gives them some
practical flying experience. In addition it inculcates correct
service attitudes, devotion to duty, dedication to the RSAF, and
generally the highest standards of discipline and personal conducte
Over the years the FTS hns been reorganized and expandede The
courses it conducts have been updated and revisod to meet the
changing necds of the RSAF, We must express appreciaticn for
the hard work of the many instructors and staff of the FIS who

have given of their best to train our pilots;
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We all know that our [ilots are a speoinl breed of
pecples They enjoy most of the glamour in the Armoed Forces
becauss their missions aro often dangerous and their contribution
to the sucoess of baittles is cruoials

Hvory year hundreds of applicants compete %o be
scleocted for training in the FIS tut only a small nmumber is
chosene The successful candidates mist satjsfy tho highest |
physioal standards, have excellent eyesight, good clear mind,
and stable tomperoment as well as the obility do keep cool under
stress. Those are minimum requirementss Trainees up till now
have been put through the 15-month Fixed Wing Couxse and lO=montih
Rotary Wing Courzees In each the training is rigorous and
exactinge The RSAF camnot accept any compromise in professional
standardse Though the FTS has expanded it mugt gtill ensure that
there is no let up in the quality of training, neither will there
be any lowering of safety standardse The courses and course
contents have also been subject to review from dime to timee

Todey 16 pilots from the 2lst and 22nd Fixed Wing Courses
and 10 from the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Rotary Wing Courses have
received their wingse For them this is an occasion of great
importancee They hove worked hard during their $raining, Now
that 1t is successfully complcied, they deserve overy praisce
They arg now rcady to.toke the next major step forward to join
the ranks of the RSAF to. shouldor heavier rosponsibilities and
to learn more from tho hard school of ex:perienod. For them
therefore this graduation marks the end of one stage of their
training and the beginning of another stage in their professional
caroexs The months ahead will be much ‘more exoiiing as they each
realize how mich more they have to learn and to doe They will
soon realize that in the aecquisition of skills and knowledge
they learn much better through »praoi.:ical experichocs

In the field of acronautics, clectronios and avionics
the proe of development in science and technology is very fast
indeeds Pilots who have completed their training at the FIS will
find their learning and studies arc just beginning, Thoro is so
mich moro that is now and cxciting that has to bo learned and
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practisode In the process, thoy will kcep abreagt,of the .
latest advagces in the fields of military airorgft, cquipment,
and woapons, thoir types, engines, capabilities, innovations,
and also olectronics and avionles, ctce This is indeed a very
wide aroa of kngwledge and learning, It can best be tackled
through reading, discussion, and group effort rather than
going it alonce Young pilots may thorefore find it more

baonefioial to study as a tecam rather than doing it all by oneself,

,As military alrcraff, weapons, and equipmant become more
complax, the need for bettor trained technical staff will
correspondingly incresses Every pilot flying a mission must
remomber that he does so bocause he has the support of a whole
host of highly skillcd and devoted staff op the groynd including
majntonange orews, air traffic controllersy drivers, medical
persomngl, guards, storomen, ooks, and many othorse In the RSAF
for every onc pilot who fliesy therc are 20 or more hardworking,
highly sidlled technicol staff to support hime This should act
a8 a oconstant reminder to him that he owoes his wall=being to
the supporting services which cnable him to safely accomplish
his miscions

fembors of tho RSAF, as indeed all members of our Armed
Forces, ghould strive to live up to the expectations of the
services They met not only be skillod in their job or theix
chosaen ficld ¢f specialization btut thoy must be motioulous and
consoientious, and excel in whatever they doe RSLF can Justify
its place in ocur society and uphold its good repubtation only
when 1ts mambers prove themsclves 0 be a specinl breed of encrgetic
young poople wh;) are highly disciplined and whosc personal conduoct
and bchoviour arc exemplarye They tbhrive on clicllonges and do not
simply follow routine Tt can indtiate improvoments and innovationse
They work hoxd with groat diligence and dedication to maintain
the highest standards of profossionalism in the Alr Forcoce
They do not settle for anything other than the bost, both in the
discharge of their duties and in what thoy expect of othorse Thay
insigt that all who work with thom must also bo of the samo quality
and porformancee Only whon covery pilot oan fully commdt himself
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with loyrlty and devotion to the defence of the country and o

the sorvice of the RSAP c-n our pilots be equal do the best
there is in the worlds The RSAF must gencorate among its pilots
and cther staff that fierce and intense pride of belonging thnt
distinguishes itsclf as a dynocmic and successful organizationes
Todnyts young graduates arc pioncors who moy in %ime develop o
become the leaders of the future. Bat there is no short cute
They must apply themselves with diligence and industry to their
work ahonds

Coming back to working as a team, young pilots may find
that they improve their tochnieal capabilities much faster
throvgh interaction with one another and through shaying their
cxpericnoos. In this way, new ideas and initiotives, improves
ments and innovations can be discussed, analysed, and investigntcde
Eventually the results can benefit everyonc in the RS4LF. This
will not only make them more prbficient in their work, it will
improve the spirit of cooperation and build up lasting friend—
ship among the pilots. Such cmnéraderie is of utmost importonce
to the morale of fighting men. The organiza:bion and management
of the ROAF will be more efficient when the morale of the men is
highs The skills and the professionalism of the pilots will be
cnhanceds Their aircraft equipment aﬁd weapons will be upgraded
and improved and the safety standards will be raiscde

Tho team work and cooperative spirit among pilots can bo
cxtended into the ficld of research and investizotionse You can
discuss among yourselves to work out new and improved training
ahd combat techniques, tactics and strategy. You can suggest,
better mgthods to maintain the highly sophisticated cquipment,
weaponry, and aircraft and to make gdaptations or conversicns to
onhonee their efficiency, lethality, and fighting qualiticss With
more practical expericnce you can suggest alterations and, additicns
to RSLF aircraft,that will improve its combat proficienay,
mahoeuvreability, offwctive range, and cven the oapability to
carry and deliver heavier loadse. Such recormendations and
suggestions when, adopted and implemented can oxtend the capabilitice

of RSAF airecraft, oquipment, and wenDons and improve quality ancd
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offioiency all rounds It can result in the KSAF being shlo
to achicve the lowest down -I;ime or tho highest mmber of sortics
per alrorafts

Only whon wo can kocp on raising the standards and
anhancing the proficiency of our pilots in combat and weapons
delivery and improving the efficiecncy of ocur servicce and
maintanance staff will tho RSAF be rendy o defand Singnpore
against all poteptiai aggressorse Young pilots should accept
the challanges shoad and scize overy opportunity to establish
for the RSAF a place of honour in our sociecty and $o btuild for

* it a gdlorious ti-adi'bion so that as j.mportant members you can
feel justifiably proude

A I wish you every sucoesse




