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SPEECH BY MR HOWE YOON CHONG, MINISTER OF IEFENCE AND MP FOR
POTONG PiSIR, AT THE BABY aLOU PRIZE-GIVING CEREMONY AT THE
q}'JH“IE’I"I' COMMUNITY CBNTRD OI" SUNDAY JUNE 22, 1980, AT 11 Al.il.

The success of the Family Planning Frogramme in Singapore and the
ircreasing income levels and higher standards of living have brought

with them threc noticcable improvements:

(i) Parents of bobics are very much happicr.

There are no more babics who arc unwanted;

(ii) Mothers of babics are hcalthicr;

(iii) Babies are botter locked after and arc assurcd of
parental love, better nutrition, child care, and

education. Generally they arc better provided for.

£11 these could net come shout overnight. - It is the result of bettor

olanaing, hard work, and close cooperation between the people and
the government.

—

Lfter 20 years of stm&;}e” ind strive, the people of Singapore
cnn look tack with pride and satisfaction over what they have achieved,
?EI'biG‘gl:karly—'where it concerns their home and the upbringing of their
¢otildren. These achievements hove given rise to greater expectations.
Our targets will now be set higher. VWe will have to work harder to
~%tnin them. The government czn plan well ahead for the fubture. It
onl;r needs your hard work ~nd full support to realize cach plan.

Today 1ot me congratulatc those parents whose babies hove won
prizes at this Boby Show. But congratulotions are in order all round
for cvery baby nnd parent who participate in this Baby Show. 4 baby
ic the most precious gift a couple can have. Parents who have babics
t onter today's Baby Show arc indced blessed with great joy and
hopriness. »

e all sharc their delight in having such handsome and healthy
hrbice. The Baby Show has enapbled them to show off with justifiable
oride their lovely littlc derlings. Bobies nre a jey to behold; time
2;wnt looking after babius for the deting parcnts can be, in the words
o™ the Irish Pout, Willinm Benneti:
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"finutes filled with shadeless gladness,

Mimites just as brimmed with sadness,”
The b~by entertains you all the time withe

“Happy smiles -nd wailing cries,
. Crows and laughs and tcarful ey,e_s.i'—" e

Urtohing babies crn be great fun.
411 the time the baby is hovings

"Ever some new tiny notion,

Making cvery lizb all motion."

Ec oniles and cries, he locks all around and makes facos.

His hands end fect are vconstm'bly.doing something:

"C_lutching fingers, si;rai..’;htening jerks,
Twinging feet whose cach toe works;

Hands 211 wants and locks 2ll wander,

&t 211 things the Heaven unders;

Tiny sc~ =z of smiled rcprovings,

That have more love shan levings."

liake the best of the time you hove with your babies. He or she
will svon grow out of conc stage to another, and much of -the present
typ2 of joy will give way té a different one. Of course with all
those gladness and happiness will come the many problems of child
carc, upbringing, and cducntion, But whatever these problems arec,

as parcnts you are blessed withs

-

"Wealth for which we know no measure,

Pleasure high above 211 pleasure;

Gladness brimming over gladness,
Joy in care, delight in sadness;
Loveliness boyoend comploteness,

Swectnoss distancing nll swectness."

.

Tt is what babics are and I congratulate thosc who have them

iove and cherish.




