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Tonight I wish to touch on two subjocts., They may be of
interest to manbars of the SERA who all of us know arc the
. rclatively beottar off mambors of the Potong Pasir Constituancy.

You do not have sny of the common constitucncy, problams relating

to jobs, housing, rescttlament, howkors stalls, and others, These,

rroblans normally require the assistance of the MP. Your problenms,

if any, arc what I would tcrm the more pleasant oncs, They do not

concern your livelihood but rather relate to security and orderly
socictys TYour problams arc like luxurics as against the
nceessitics of your poor ncighbourse In this light the two topics
I have chosen: (a) Defence and (b) Opposition in Parliament,
will appeal to you.

It hns bewn voriously suggestced that Singopore caunot be
‘ defendede This being so we need not spond much time, offort, and
moncy in building up our defunce forces. My mredccessor, Dr Goh
Keng Swee, had on mony occasions dcebunked this viow. His most
casily wdarstandable cxample can be recalled with benefit. When
you own a store full of valunble goods, you will not lcave it wn-
mrotceteds  You will stropgthen the walls, the gobes, or the
vaults, oven though you know +that o detcrmined gang of robbors
wsing the latest cquimet and oxplosives can brealk thum down and
get away with your goods, Deponding on the valuc of the goods in

the store you may cven insist on greater seourity. In addition to |
the strong.walls, gotes, and voults, you moy Irovide regulor guards,
guard dogs, constant inspoetion and supervision. Iz this not the
same with Singapore? Against an aggressor who is o big power with
nuclear capability, Sing-porc crumot be defanded, But surcly that

docg not mean we should not build up our defunce forces to the
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maximum to discourage lesscor aggrossors, Should we allow cursclves
to be ensy pickings? Or do thosc critics agninst our defonce
spending think Singapore is not worth defending? Without defcnoe
and scourity thorc can be no political and economic stability.
Without gtability there can be no progress and mrosperity. Our
vory livelihood and cxistonce is dependont on our being able to
dofend Singaporc, .

We cannot rcly on others to defond us, thercefore, ocur
defence forces arc built up on the basis of National Scrvice,.
Every physically f£fit malc citizon of National Sorvice age must
sorve for 2 to 2% yoars in the SAF. N.S. has boon with us for more
than 10 yeors now,. It is gomorally well accepbed. It should be so
strengthoned in the hearts and minds of the people thot any able~
bodicd young man who did not do his N.S. should be looked upon as
an outoast or a poriash in the community. This may not go dowm well
with o fow rich and doting parants who keep trying their best to
create some axeuse or othoer to enable their son to avoid N.S. or
to have it postponcd indefinitely. They do not say that thoy are
“against NeS. but thoy usc various strategies to delay the inevite
able, My advice to such poronts is that thoey should honestly
cxomine thamsclves and their own goneration. They will then

realisce that as Singaporcans thoy mast moke a coomitment. Thoy

can no longer keep on ruming from place to placcs If Singapore

is their home and the home of their children, then tho young
Singaporc citizens must be trainced to defend their home and country.

The Ministry of Defonce has dealt with the whole range of
cxcuscg, We have listuned to0.all of tham and can movide suitable
answers to cveryone of tham, But whatevor the aexcusc the able—
bodicd young man connot avoid doing NeSe It will be bettor for
the doting porcents to preporce their sons for NeSe in reodiness for
cnlistmant so that whon he joins the SAF he will be able o dake
cverything in his stride.

The saying is that ponce can only be prescrved whan every
statc conducts its own defamce cffoctively. Singapore con only
have penoc when it is known thnt its poople con dofand its
sovereignty and integrity effootively. We oon do so if evory

citizen is well trainced, Tt will not be fair if somo arc traincd
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and cthars ore not. Every onc has the same obligation to do
National Sorvice.

My sccond topic is Opposition in Parliomant. The subject
comes up now and again particulorly among the Eaglish cducated and
also during oclcetion time. The clectioncering stunts and postures
of opposition condidates during <lection compaigns need not bother
us., Opposition candidatos losc nothing but have cvorything to
gain when thoy make all sorts of allegations ond promiscs, Eron
in the wnlikely cvont of their being clected, they will still be
unable to carry out their promises. But by then no one con
require than to ronder any account,

We should, howcver, analysc the reasons why lack of
opposition members in Parlioment continucs to bug the Fhglish
cducated. The non-Figlish cducated do not cvan notice that such

a situation oxists and cammot ccore less chout ite

The oxplanation is not far to sedk. It is o matter of
relative values., The Figlish cducabed hove been taught one sch
of valucs which apply as the norm in HBurope and Amcrica. They
consider that whotevor Singapore has donc has not beon as good as
what wos done in the US or in ]ﬁ:i-opc. This being the ease cvory—-
thing Singapore doos that is not a copy of the West is not up to
the standard, What cxists in the West and is absont in Singapore
then becomes our shortcoming, Irrospective of whothor the western
idecas arc relevant to our socicty, the accusation of inadequacy
can be lovelled at the Government whon we do not slavishly copy
westorn modes ond practices. The suggestion that thore is no
opposition MP in the legislative chamber is a oase in point. The
non~Ezlish cducated on the other hand is satisficd with the
conditions hore, They gocept that Singapore hod gone o long way
since 1959. They orce happy to see their status gnd livelihood
improve, their children having a place in school, that medical
and health scervices are ecasily available, ond that the HDB con
mrovide overy family with decont accommedation. Comparcd with
what thoy used to have and with what thoy know their frionds and.

rolatives in othor Asien countrics have, they ore well satisficda.
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Lot us examine this cefse in somc detail, Is it true that
there is no opposition? We all know that thore ore all kinds of
opposition, from Communists, Communist United Front, fellow
travellers down to labour partics of workers and gon-workcrs and
riff~raff of cvery kind., Why is it that with so much opposition
thare are no opposition MP's in Parliamont? Whatover may be said
of the PAP, no onc can deny that as a political party it has
obscrved sorupulously the rules of parliamcniory doemocracy. Henee
when the olectorante deeides to have all MP's of once particular
party, it becomes the wish of the people that the PAP should
continue to govern without opposition in Parliamant. Tt is not
obligotory of the PAP to cither concede or roscerve some scats for
the opposition. As o simple illustration, if the SERA football
foom is So much stronger than the opposition, you do not ask the
team to stand aside to let the othur side score goals just bacause

the other sidc econnot score o goal in fair compotition.

We should, howcvor, go back to fundamantals. It is scarccly
honest to say that thare hns beon no opposition in Parlismonte
There was opposition. The only crodible opposition is the
Communists ond their Communist United Front orgonizations. The
Barisan Socialist is only onc of than. Thoy can probably put up
a bettor show than all the rifferaff that poriodically porforms
at cach oiection or by=-clection, But the Communists have decided
to fight the PAP by unconstitutional means, Thoy chose to dake
their strugsle against the PAP into the strocts. They have becn
doing this for many yoars. You all sleep soundly cach night
beeause our police ond sceourity forcos are working all the time

to keop the Communists and the subversives in hidinge

The communist opposition is better orgmizced and their
underground subvarsive groups are cven at this point of time
plotting our downfall. Their main objective is the destruction
of the cxisting systam of governmant to replace it with one of
their owm, Haxmee the lesson for all of you is that the altornative
to tho PAP is not 2 govermmint of the riffe-raff as we saw in 1954/
1959, but a gonuine communist governmant o la PRC or SRV,

To say that thore is no opposition is not boing intclligont.
To rcquest thet PAP should conccde one or two scats to candidates
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who camnot get clected according to the rules is childish, The
PAP welcomes oppocition in the pren de‘ba‘bc.. Our arguments centre.
on what contributions can be made to the improvemont of Singapore,
Our compctenee is runming a clean, cfficient, and effective
govarnment has been aprreeiated by the vost mojority of the
clootorate, Time and agnin they have decided thet the PAP is
their best choicc, The opposition candidate is not rovented from
moking o try. Bleating sbout no opposition in Parlisment is not
somcthing thot descrvoes consideration. We should dircet our
cfforts to keep Singaporce cconomically buoyant and politieally,
stoble. This will cnable the people to live in poace, harmony, -
and prosperity. We do not nced opposition for oppositiont's sakec,
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