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SPEECH BY MR HOWE YOON CHONG, MINISTER OF DEFENCE,
AT THZ GRLDUATION PARADE OF PILOTS AT THE FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL,
CHANGL ATR BASE ON FRIDAY, 9 MARCH '79 AT 4430 PM

To build a modern air forcec is a very difficult task cven
for a large and rich countrye Singaporc is small and not riche .
Our air épace is reatricted, our training facjilitics arc inadequatec,
our pcople do not have any aviation tradition, and cven in tcrms of
satisfying the physical standards, many of our young pcople cannot
qualify duc to poor cyesichts Added on to all thesce there is the
congtant change and improvemcent in modern aviation technology
particularly in military aireraft. Bven kceoping pacce with this
development is not at all casy. Under all these difficult
conditions the Republic has indced donc well in building up its air

defence capability over the last fow yearse

The Ministry of Defonce has spent rmach cffort towards the
buildup of our air forec not only for the purposc of defence against
air attacks but also for the support of our armed forces in any

cmergencys

We started in a very modost way with a fow trainers to
produce pilcts who can handlc sub=sonic airerafte With the buildup
of the Armed Forces it became nccessary to cxpand our air defence
capability and to provide suprort for our Armed Forces. With betier
training for our Armed Forces, thc nced for better air support
increascss Soon it becomes incvitable that we should upgrade the
training of our pilots to deal with morc modern and better types
of aircraft including supcrsonic airerafts. The rapid cxpansion of
the RSAF will continue for some time. In the process we will nced

more young pcople to be trained as fighter pilotce

The ctandards of physical fitncess for pilots arc howcver
ostringents Many of our young peoplc will not be able to qualify
for traing as pilots. The fow pilots that the Flying Training -
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iz now producing cach yoar arce woofully inadequate for our present
neceodse In sdditicn we require icod oxpericnced pilots at MINDEF
to fill key staff appoinfmcnts at HQ BRSAF, Furthor thore is the
continuous demand from the private sectér for pllots to be rcleased
40 fly commereial aircrafte All thesc urgent demands for Jood
pilots will continuc for many ycars to come. For the moment theso
demands will place a strain on the resources of our Flying Training
School (FI‘S) which will no doubt be foreced to cxpand its training

faciliticse

The training of pilots is a vory ecotly matters, Young men
who wish to become pilots must have oxcellent eyesicht, be physically
fit and pooccess the proper ai:'bitude and character to accept vigorous
t$raining and disciplince The training will be toupgh and exssetinge
But once they arc traincd thoir prospects for the future will be
veory good indecde

The RSAF Rooruitment Contre will contimuc o dzke in
reeruits for pilot $raining, The FIS has plans to increasc its
output of both Fighter pilots and transport pilots.

The Ministry of Dofence will be short of some 90 fighter
pilots and 30 trancport rilots. Unless FTS can increasc ifs '
presont intake of 48 rceruits to 168, thic shortage is not likoely
to be metsa But duc to staff problems and the shortage of $reiner
airoraft and instructors, the FIS is not likely to oxpand ot this
ratce A numbor of étcps will have to be taken to aumment and cxpand
the training capabilition of the FTS. They include the rccruitmeny
of I.nOI‘O oxpericnced instructors locally to take on training dutics,
the production of more qualifiod flying instructors by FIS itcclf,
and if nccessary the roccruitment of foreipgn instructors to help in
the training of now pilots. FTS will also cxomine tho training of
helicoptor and transport pilots as a separate programme in ordex
that a bigger number of commercial pilots can be trained to fly
trangport airerafts Up till now FTS hac concentrated as a matter
of priority on the training of fighter pilots. Provicucly all
applicants for the training of trancport or helicopter pilots had
becn turncd away bocause many of them could not sabisfy the
optrinpent physical rogquirements to become fightor pilotse
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The cxpansion of the RSAF will give more scope for the
deployment of pilots within the Air Force. RSAF is in the process
of acquiring super—sonic aircraft. Therce will be morc opportunitics
for fighter pilots to inprove their professional skills and
competences. The training of fichtor pilots is a very cxpoensive
matters It costs morc than half a million dollars to train a pilot
up to the "wings" stages It will rcoquire another half a million
dollars cach year 42 keep him flying. Hence every pilot who has
been properly traincd will have cost the taxpayer morce than a s
million dollarse They arc indeed cur millicn—dollar men! However,
RSAF pilots should kinow their placc of importance in the defence
sct=up. They must realise the very heavy responsibilitics that
rest on their shoulderse They have to be preparcd at all times Ho
answer the call of duty to defend our Republice

The Ministry »f Defence will chart proper carcer development
route for cuch pilot during his scrvice with the RSAF, Dvery pilot
can look forward to a satisfying and rcewarding carccer cither in the
flying squadrons with pood promotion brospucts or for those with
speeial aptitude to become ingtructors in the FIS. For those with
proven leadership and administrative qualitics there arc scnior
positions as gtaff officers at HQ RSAF. Therc will be no shortage
of imporjant posts for pilots with suitable,cxperience, specialised
training, and proven ability in the command, disciplinc and lecader—

ship of men under their charge.

Outside to MINDEF therce will continuc to be an increasing
demand for pilots to be rcleased to fly commercial aircraft. Some
of cur pilots have alrecady joincd the Singapore Airlines and arc
launched on a new and rewarding carcers The development of
Singaporc &s an important transnortation Centre will create the
neced for more commercial and helicopter pilots. A1l in all the
carcer prospcecis of Foung men trained and qualificd as pilots is

most promising.

I must however remind young pilots that they cannot be
comphasent after they have reccived their training, Airoraft
technology is improving all the timc. TFilots must koeep on improving
their skills in order to keep pace with changes and advancemenic in
scicnce and technologys Thoey must maintain their kcecnness and

onthusiacn to learn new techniques if they are to aveid becoming
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obaolcte and outmoded as a result of sciontific and tochnological
clangose

Today scven young pilots arc graduating from the FIS. These
soven young men arc to be congratulated for the success atbained in
their training coursce They can be proud of the wings that thoy
have earncd. We should exhort them to strive for execllence, to
naintain the vory high standards required of them and to uphold
the good name of the.RSAF whosc badges of rank thoy now wear with
pridc and confidencee

To thesc scven young pilots, may I say "Congratulations” and
extend on your behalf cvery good wish of success in their chosen

carcer!




