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In any newtown and housing estate, the common problem is that
the residents, let it be the shopkeepers or the flat dwellers, arc
rescttled from various parts of the island under different circumstances
snd backgrounds. Some of tham arc affected Wy dcvelopment clearance
while the majority of the others arc successful flat applicants under

the home ovnership scheme, from various arcas of our State.

The congregation of thesc people who are new to esach othor into
this ncigbbourhood, will initially give a strange feeling to everybody
bzucause of their involvement in work and lack of the time to familiarise
themselves with one another. Though they are neighbours, they appoar
strangers to each other oven if they happen to mect daily.

To overcome this shortcoming and in order to cn_é.ble the residents
in the neighbourhood to know eack other well, the formation of an
organisation to build up a friondly neighbourhood is necessary. The
Recsidents ' Committee is tho selution to solve the complex probloms
znd difficulties which arc expected in tho densely=populatcd housing
cstato. It is only through the corcerted effort of the participating
rzsidents that thesc problems Ncould be effectively resolved.

Residents' Committces arc progressively being set up in most
housing cstates. It is through this organisation that the rosidents
would boe able to improve and upgrade their living cnvironment and
services. Harmonious atmosphere will ultimately be cultivated among
the self-loving residents in the cstate.

Since it is the cxpectatiorn of the Residents' Committec to
promote the various hcalthy activities for the residents, the success
will depoend on the residents who are preparcd to sacrifice their
time and work with voluntary spirit.

You, boing «sesesl/=




You, being the residents living in this estate, should know
your necds well and the areas of activities which require priority
attention. Difficulties and problems are expected in the initial
formation of your Residents' Committece. I am convinced that thesc
can .'b_eh_ resolved if only we can pull our efforts and resources to

" work -‘;ogether. The area Secretary and his ass:,staate are there
to provide theu'_ advice.™ Shculd thg nced:ar:rs‘e‘S, W serv:.ces are
also read;.ly avaalab{_e. , -

——

—"drhh the conpe;'atlon of ihe——resi‘dents, 1t is nw behef that

your - committce should be able to do well in solv1ng the problems
confronting the residents and become one of the outstandmg
Residents'! Committees. .

Today is our first stage in the setting up of a Residents'

* Committee in Bukit Timah constituency. There will be more to be
set up in the near future. This is beéause our constituency
occupies a large land arca which will subsequently be divided into
four electorial divisions. Large area will not only mean more
activities for the Residents' Comittee to cover, 'butﬂli,t also
provides more opportunitices for the residents in exchanging their
views and thinkings. Thers will be a time that all the residants
will know each other well in consulting and sharing their problems
of common.interest. '

It is my pleasure at this inauguration ceremony to wish all

of you every success in achieving your targets in the Residents’
Committee.




