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SPEECH BY MR CHUA SIAN CHIN, MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS, 
AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF MACPHERSON COMMUNITY CENTRE'S 

LANDSCAPE GARDEN ON FRIDAY, 27 APRIL 1984 AT 7.30 PM. 

MacPherson Estate is one of the older estates, built 
in 1964/65. To meet the housing shortage, our HDB had to 
plan and build housing estates in a hurry. The blocks of 
flats were built too close to one another. It was not as 
well planned as our new HDB estates that we see today. 

However, in the 1960s MacPherson Estate was a vast 
improvement in living environment compared to the slums and 
squatter areas that were everywhere in Singapore. Within 
the physical constraints of the layout, vast improvements 
have since the last 10 years, been made to the estate by the 
provision of more amenities. Trees and shrubs have been 
planted to provide shade and to beautify the surroundings. 
And with the provision of benches under the trees and more 
children's playgrounds, the concrete blocks of flats have 
now a more congenial and parklike surroundings. 

With this improvement of the physical environment, 
the quality of life of the residents of MacPherson has 
improved accordingly. However, it is only one aspect of 
it. There are other even more important pre-requisites in 
the raising of the quality of life. I am referring in 
particular to standards of social behaviour and civic 
consciousness. To really achieve a higher quality of life, 
physical improvements must be accompanied by the raising of 
social standards. Without higher social standards the 
problems of vandalism and litter will still remain. Thus, 
the residents will not be able to derive maximum benefits 
from the physical improvements. 
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Here I would like to point out that while the 
government is able to get the HDB to improve the physical 
amenities, it cannot do likewise when it comes to raising 
standards of social consciousness and behaviour of the 
residents. The instilling of social and civic consciousness 
cannot be achieved by merely promulgating laws and 
regulations and enforcing them. Government must get the 
full co-operation and active support of the community. It 
is the leaders of the community who must set the social 
standards and get their peers and others to follow suit. It 
is the social pressure exerted by the community on the 
recalcitrant minority by putting them to shame for their 
anti-social acts that have a more abiding effect than fines 
and other forms of punishment. 

It is the realisation of this important fact that 
the government, to achieve its objective of cleaning up 
Singapore, in the late 60s and early 70s launched a series 
of nation-wide Keep Singapore Clean campaigns by involving 
the vast majority of the public in active participation. 
The result was a major breakthrough in achieving a cleaner 
Singapore. 

Since then, more than a decade has passed and with 
success, a general complacency has set in. As a result we 
recently hear of complaints that the habit of throwing 
litter is coming back. Now we have the much highlighted 
problem of the "killer litter". It has generated strong 
public reaction presumably because it can maim and cause 
death to victims. However, stripped of all emotional over- 
tones that have been generated, the root cause of it is the 
same as any other anti-social behaviour, which is the lack 
of civic consciousness and concern for others. It is also 
caused by a small minority of anti-social residents. It 
must thus be dealt with in the same way as we deal with any 
other anti-social problem, that is to involve the whole 
community in exerting social pressure on the recalcitrants 
besides law enforcement. 
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Compared to 10 to 15 years ago we are now in a very 
much better position to successfully tackle any anti-social 
problem, whether it is the "killer litter., crime or bad 
hygienic habits. We have built up a comprehensive social 
infrastructure for direct personal communication and 
interaction through the Residents' Committees (RCs). The 
residents in our public housing estates can now be mobilised 
through the RCs to achieve any desirable social objective or 
to combat a social menace. For instance, to combat and 
prevent crime, to date a total of 20,442 Neighbourhood Watch 
Groups (NWCs) involving 88,818 household units in our public 
housing estates have been formed through the RCs. I am glad 
to note that in the MacPherson Constituency, 742 NWGs 

involving 3,636 household units have been formed. It 
represents more than 55 per cent of the household units in 
the constituency. 

Besides the NW scheme, the Government's Civil 
Defence programme has also provided more avenues for the 
RCS to stimulate social consciousness and community 
activities among the residents. The RCs together with the 
other community leaders have done a great deal to generate 
civic consciousness and raise social standards in our public 
housing estates. However, I believe more can be done in 
this direction and in particular to discourage and reduce 
anti-social behaviour. 

A positive way to counter anti-social behaviour in 
the long term such as littering and vandalism is to appeal 
to the aesthetic sense particularly among the younger 
residents by encouraging them to appreciate what is 
pleasant and beautiful in their surroundings. When they do 
so, the natural reaction would be to protect and improve 
upon their surroundings rather than to destroy and dirty it. 



Our beautiful landscape garden is the first one to 
be developed in a community centre. It will adorn and 
beautify the environment for the enjoyment of the residents 
and I hope in the process raise their sense of aesthetics 
and quality of life. It can also be used by the residents 
for wedding receptions and the taking of photographs. I 
wish to thank all those who have contributed towards its 
development and it gives me great pleasure to officially 
declare it open. 


