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mhe crime rata in Singavore has bean steadily
inzr=asing from 1975 to 19%R1, In 1581 it reached 1,611
cases pa2r 14U,u09 of copulation. This is consistent with
tha rising criaz trend =2xo2rizncad in othar highly urbanised
and devaloned countries with the exception of Jawnan.
Howaevar, our general levsl of crime is still very nwuch below
that of many of tha Jd.vzlopad countries. Our straets are
ralatively safe to wzlk during the day or night. Our
residantial neighpbourhooos are also reasonadly sate and
peacaiul.

Last y=zar, howaver, our crima rata went down for the
first time., It was reduced from 1,611 casas per 100,000 of
nooulation in 1981 to 1,500. This was brought about bv a
siznificant @roo of two main categories of crime, that is,
robheries and housebreakings which daclined by eight ver
cent and Y.8 per cant respectively. This came about as a
rasult of less criminal offeacas bzing committed in public
housing =states in 1982 cowpared to 1961. The robberies
deorzas.:d by 22.3 pzr cent and housebraakings by 31.3 »er
cent. This was achieved not without much effort on the part
of thz Bolice and the nublic. It was in th2 oublic housing
estates that with the encouragomznt of the Police, the
Resiconts' Committeaes (RCs) got togather th= residents to
Fora scighbourhood viatch Grouwns to orotzct cach other's
homes and families and prevent criminal <laoaonts Lrow
intruaing into their neighbourhoodis.
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e weichbourhood ‘Tatch Schems: was started in June
1.1, 4 aate all 55 coastitucncias with RCs have launchod
Cae sCnemz within their constituencies. Out of-a total of
2 RC zones, 212 have . 2ighbourhood Watch Grouvs in
seration. Altogether 7,102 Watch Groums have pesn formad
covaring 358,122 punlic houzing units. A »nlan is now beiag
vorkad out to 2xvanc the v:ighhourhood ¥atch Schsame to bring
in the rowaining RC zonaes and residentizl blocks in our
wuclic housing astat.s aot vat covared by the schame. He
cxn therzafors envisar : that before long all our public
cousing astates wher: wore than 70 92or cent of our
sapulation live, will ce eovered by the weaichbourhood .:etch
Zohome, T can therefor: :xpoect the incidasnc: of robberiss,
aonscebreakingGgs and other crimes in csur public housing

:states to qo down further.

tvhilae incidenc: of criwe in public housing astataes
is on the>down tr.nd, crimin~al cffenc:s comitted in
ceeiiarelal builaings are on the rise., In 162, robberies in
cuwercial buildings increaszd by 15.2 2.r cent and
housapreakings by 41 9er cent as cowparsd to the figures in
13.1., This trend of rising criux in commercizl buildings
sucn as sihopping cowclexes, offic: blocks ann factorizs can
n: 2xpectad to continue unloss a concertea 2ffort is aade to

ston it. This is boeceuse as our residantial arz=as ars mad

safer through the exdansion of the Meighbourhood ¥atch
-chewe and latar by the immlementation of our Weighbourhood
»olica Post (1#¥9) svetzm which will cov.:r our nublic housing
estates first, our criwinals will incvitably transfer their
voar=tions to comercial cowploxes and office buildings.
g2 commercial orrais:s whers most of the tenants and
cucunants ann visitofs are unknown to one anothar or hava
721y irwersonal r=lationshios, wrovide id:al conditions for
~ritinals to ove around undetuacted, commit crime and get
-iny gith it.




Thz Crimz Sreveation Nenartaent has started a survey
of cowmercial premises ana todate ifentifico the first 122
complexes which are wvuln:rable to crive. Th: wanagement,
ownetr® and the tenants of these dremises are bHeing contacted
2v our crime vrevention officers andg given advice on what
wasures to take to streagthen their sacurity. Howaver, for
suvh wmeasurss to be really 2ffuctive, it is much wore than
tast lwnlementine ohysical sccurity a:asures such as
ivstalline an alarm or close circuit TV system. What is
wrucial is the building up of scecurity conscicusness ana tha .
rlatioashin of amuteal heln and clos: cn-opuration aaono tho
sners ana occuvants of the nrewises, Thus our plan to
wrevant criwe In commercial orenises is first to gat
together the wanagoment, ownars, tonants as woll as

crinloyecs to fora crime wrovention cormmittees which will ®

]

in charge of organisiing criae oroevention activities and
C:asures.  The crime oravention committ2:s will in fact bo

the countuervart of th: =Cs in public housing oStates.

_ It ig in tas forwation of tawuss crime provention
cotnittces in our shoewming coadl:xes, offic.e blocks,

Lagtorics and other cormzrcial =staoslishments that our 4
cational Criwm: ¥rovention Council (JICEC) is in an ideal .
‘osition to »nlay an cffa2etive role., The relevant nublin

hodles aad associations such as thpat of aanufacturers,

r:otail merchants, banks, insurancz commanices, hotels,

arcaitects and tha oTUC are all reoresentel in the Council.

-ust of the h.oaas of those boAiss arz on th: Board of

.irectors of th: Council. Th: wCPC can thurafor: as a start
rersuatie its wemnars ang later nonilisce the roest of the

Toaderceial and industrial soctor to take orinwe wravantion

cwriously and to organise criaec orevontion comamitroes in

Very shovoing cuntr., busiauss premises ana factory.
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In fact soon after its establishment the ICEC formed
working committees to study and ideuntify crime vroblems in
spnacific araas such as commercial gromises, industrial
nr:ﬁiSes, public housing and raesidential premises. Thaese
coumittees have producad good reoports identifying crime
risks and sceourity weakness=zs in thase areas. The
racominendations containzd in them are now koina dissominated
to the various bodics and associations for information and
inpilementation.

The Council has now formulatcad a new strataqgy to
sring the cribae pravontion message to the public. As part
of its year round action nlan, the Council iantends to form
security liaison committ:us with some trade associations
rudresenting high risl: oreaises such as the banks, finance
companias and jewullers. Two such comnittees - one with the
singapore Eotels Associsation and the other with the
Sinvapore Retail ilerchants Association are already ia
¢¥istance. Th2 olan also includes series of sccurity
workshops for varicus busin:ss such as hotals, department
stores, shomoing contres and factories. Thore will also be
a wublic saminar oa criwme w»nravention aimed at soarzading tha
erime prevention aessago, ~

The ¥ICRPC has indezd a challenging task ahead of it.
To motivete and mobilise the coumercial sector t9 take their
erima provention risoonsibilitios seriouslv will recuire a
areat dcal of 2ffeort and pgrsistcnée zven though the
advantages to the owners ana tanants of the promises for
doinr 50 arwe obviows and conecrate. It is, howaver, not
Gifficult to convinc: the owners and tenants of thae need to

koew thelir vromiscs frez of crime for no customer or client




would likes to go to places vherce they can.bg-assaulted and

robbed. But vhat is difficult is to get peéw,e:tbgathe: and.

organise tham so that they will co—operate with cach: éther
for mutunal protection. ‘

The NCPC thereforz neads all the support thay can
get from firms and ocrganisations to attain their aimé»ana
objectives. This must also include f£inancial support. In
this respect they have bean Very'sucCessful in raising a.
total sum of $731,1006/- from generous donations nade by 25
firms and organisations who have come forward to join the
WOCC as members. I aa sure this will go a lorg way in
financing the Council's activities. I havs wmuch pléasurs to
Prasent pambership cortificates to the reptesentativeé;cf
thuse firms and organisations in racognition of their '>
appointment as menbers of the NCPC. It is also my pleasure
to present.scven cortificates of appraciation to individuals
and firms for their szrvicas and contributions to the WCPC.
ay I take this ooportunity to commend thewm for their
publicspiritednoess.

While the Council will continue to keep up their

coo@ vwork, I urge more Firms and organisations to comne
forward to support the Council by baecoming mambars.
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