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SPEBCH BY MR CHUA SIAN CHIN, MINISTER FOR HOME mm]%sg MAY 1981
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Bvery year during Police Week in Jime activities have
been organised tc bring about Letter co-operation between the
Police and the public, A4s a result, the public in Singapore
has a good image of the Police Force. This was revealed in a
survey conducted by the Applied Research Corporation in 1979,
According to the survey report, cver 90 per cent of the
respondents considered the Police to be efficient and friendly
and they did not think that they were interfering, frightening
or bullyinge

These Police Week cotivitix:s are usually focussed on
specific areas or topics that relate to crime prevention or
road accident prevention. lihen they form paxrt of a nationwide
campaign they last a whole month. They seek to rouse public
consciousness and mobilise ithe public to translate the various
messages into action.

After a naticnwide campaigm we usually see a drop in
the incidence of crime or road accidents depending upon what
was being focussed in the campaigne After our ngtionwide "Keep
Singapore Crime~Free" campaign in 1974 the crime rate began to
decline, BRetween 1970 to 1973 the average ralbe Was 941 seizable
offences per ]00,000 of population. The rate declined to 825
cases per 100,000 population in 1975. It declined further to
787 cases per 100,000 of population in 19T76.. In 1976 we
achieved the lowest crime raic in the decade.

However, the c¢rime rate began to slouly climb up again.
In 1979 it rose to 1,036 seizable offences per 100,000 population
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and in 1980 to 1,226 seizable cfiences per 100,000 ropulation,
It rosc despite the higher rate of success by the Police in
arresting end prosecuting the offenders,, Although the crime
rate betwean 1979 and 1980 rces by 18 per cent, the rumber of
persons arrested in 1980 was 24 fer cent more than tuat in
1979. The number of perscns Iroscouted in court also increased
by 52 per cent as compared to 1977

We have isolated a nvmbey of Tactors that have
contributed tc this phencmerm. One of the mest important is
that with cconomic prosperiti; and the appearance of mcre znd
more housing estates, factorics znd shopping complexes,
opportunities for crime have ;22tly increased, From a study
of the offences committed, vie notice that most of them are
crimes of opportunity. For efwusple, m.st of The housebreakings
znd thefts occurred when the premises were not abttended to.

The number of housebrez’zings acccmpanizd by thef$s_ hes
been rising, fory the past'WO yoarse In 1979 there were 2,427
and in 1980, 2,588 such cases. 3By studying the modus operandi
of the. housebregking cases we Toumd that most of them could
have been prevented if proper physicgl securiiy measures have
been tzken to mzke the premiscs more secure. To illustrate
this, T now give the brezkdcan of the mbdus operandi of the
break-ins that occuyred for the year 1980, They are as followss—

Forcing open doors — 806
Removing window louvres/panes - 292
Forcing open Windows - 169
Climbing through opcn windows — 68
Removingfforcing open padlocks =-—-— 208
Smoehing glass pewels - 104
Forcing opea collgpuindle gates == 187

There was also a rise in robberies. Thave were 1,076
cases in 1979 and 1,267 in 1680. Most of them ccourred in the
gtreets and public places. 4 high proporticn of them tock
plzoe in lonely and poorly 1it sreas, They cculd hove been
prevented if the victims had -voided such places. On the othexr
hand, robberies involving tho use of fircarms have declined,

Thexre were cnly 17 such cases in 1930 comparsd to 31 ocases iu
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1979, Becides the severe penalties provided by the law for
such offences, the better security measures taken by jewellery

shops and benks must have contributed to its decline,

Thef'ts of motor wchicles have alsc increzseds The
number of motor—cars stolen rose Trom 464 in 1979 to 483 jn
1980, Theft,of motcr-cycles showed = sharper rise from 1,048
in 1979 to 1,357 in 1980. Here again, most of the thefts were
due to the carelessness of the owners, who left their vehicles
without locking them properly.

Although the crime rate in Singapore has risen, there
has been a drop in crime in our HDB estates in the last two
years. Serious crime like robberies and housebreakings showed
an aprrecizble decresse in HIB estates. Robberies in HIB
esbates acccunted for 46 per cent of the totel robberies in
1979. This percentage dropved tc 35 per cent in 1980, -House-
breakings accounted for 28 per cent of all housebrezkings in
1979. The percentage dropped to 24 per cent in 1980, This
drop hzs been achieved despite the fact that thers were more
HIB housing units in 1980 than in 1979.

The drop in the crime rgte in estates can be
attributed to a significant oxtent to the formation of
Residents' Committees (RCs) which started in 1978, Most of
the HIB estates now have active RCs operating within their

respective zZones. They have brought about greater neighboure
liness, brcken down the impersonal attitude and wuilt up
greater cohesion axr;ong the residents. Nany of the RCs are now
very conscious of the security of their zone and know the
benefits of group effort to prevent ci-ime.. There is now very
close liaiwon between the RCs and 1he police officers in the
various police divisions who are actively advising them on

crime prevention measuress

This develorment is most eneocuraging. It underlines
the tremendous imporiance of close co-operation between the
Police and the commmity in preventing and deterring crime.

If we can rouse the vast majority of the public to observe the

simple crime prevention rules, they can help the Police to

bring down the  eeees fhe




bring down the erime rate, Thus the theme chosen for this

year's campaign is “You Can Help Prevent Crimet,

We o not however expect members of the public to do the
work that should he done by the police, What is required is
for all to learn to protcct thomselves and their property by
teking very simple precautions, @uite often,people are -
witting =ids tc oriminals. They are careless when they should

not be. The best defence ageinst crime is prevention.

T am particularly pleased tc note the ready support
given by all of you here 'bo‘da,y, in coming forward to serve on
the Naticnal Crime Prevention Campaign Committece. Your
participntion ond support will contribute immeasurably to the
success of -the campaigne .

Bach sector of society or 'department which you represent
can play a very important role in the c:unpa,ign. The Residents®
Committees must continu;z 40 mobilise the HIB resideénts to be
active in orime preventicn Wwork. The Architects -Association
should work towards the adoption of building codes which will
contribute towards better overall physical security of premises.
Associations represen‘t_‘.:ing the merchants, the manufacturers,
the banks, the hotels and the workers can help by spreading
the message and practice of crime~prevention to all their
memherse

I wish tc thank all of you again for your support.




