
MENT PRESS RELEASE 

MC/AUG/33/78 (Social affairs) 

SPEECH BY MR CHAN CHEE SENG SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS, OH TEE OCCASION OF 1978 NATIONAL DAY 
PHOTOGRAPHY GRAPHIC EXHIBITION ON TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST '78 AT 5.30 P.M. 

AT THE VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL (LOWER) 

Since its inception six years ago, the National Day Photo- 
graphic Exhibition has been held annually to coincide with our 

Republic's National Day celebrations. This Exhibition is eagerly 
awaited by our photograph enthusiasts each year. 

Photography has increased in popularity in Singapore 
society today. This is evident from the numerous exhibitions and 
competitions organised and the 'mushrooming' of camera clubs in 

community centres and schools. 

Photography to-day is so simple yet not everybody can 
create a good photograph. Those who have tried their hands at 
photography may conclude that artists are born, not made. The 

truth is somewhere in between. 

One must first master the technic of using a camera. Then 

it is essential that one acquire 'an eye ' for design and pattern. 
This can be developed and improved through training. With 

experience, one's sense of design can become even more acute, 

Once a person has this kind of talent, the skills can be 

further sharpened by readings from books end courses of instruction 

and the exchange of ideas with fellow photographers. constant 
practice is called for. This is where the camera clubs of the 

various community centres have an important role to play 

Mastery of the photographic art will not come without hard 

work and experimentation. It takes some time before one knows ' all 

the ropes '. The instruction one receives from courses at the 
community centres should be regarded as morely an introduction to 

the wonderful world of photograph. It is up to the serious 

photographer ..... /2 . 



very important in modern Singapore with its fast pace of development. 

I am sure many of us have experienced the feeling of amazement at 

the changes that have taken places so rapidly whenever we travel 

along a Singapore road which we have not used for some time. Even 

a space of a few months can make a vast difference. Just one example 

is the peat change that has taken place in the Changi area since it 

was decided to develop the new Airport there . The entire scenery 
there has been modified fled, Or take the changes that have taken place 

along our Fast Coast, Not so long ago, there were bungalow houses 

fronting the sea shore, Then, land raclamation began and later 

multi-storey flats were built, Now the whole area is becoming green 

once again with the parkway being developed If we do not preserve 

these changing scenes with photographs, could our children and grand- 

children ever picture the kind of Singapore we now live in ? 

This year's national day photographic Exhibition has once 

again brought together n a large assemblage of works by our own 

photographers. This will provide those who wish to become more 

competent lens men with an opportunity lo study the techniques and 

method used to create such fine work . 

I congratulate the various photographic organisations in 

Singapore and the Ministry of Culture for their joint efforts in 
organising this event. Perhaps the various photographic organisation 

in our Republic can come to other more often to help raise the standard 

of photography, so that Singapore can earn in the world of 
l photography at the international level level I have now great pleasure to 

declare the 1978 National Day photography Exhibition open. 


