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SPEECH BY MR CHAN CHER SENG, SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY,
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS, OR THE OCCASION OF 1978 NATTONAL DAY
PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITICN ON TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST 78 AT 530 Pels
AT THE VICTORIA MEMORIAL HALL (LOWER)
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Since its inception six years agoy the National Day Photow
graphic Exhibition has been held anmually to coincide with our
Republic's National Dsy celebrationse This Exhibition is eagerly
aveited by our photography enthusiasts each years

Photography has increased in popularity in Singapore
society todaye This is evident from the numerous exhibitions and
competitions organised and the 'mushrooming' of camera clubs in

commmity centres and schoolse

Photography to~day is so simple yet not everybody can
create a good photographe Those who have tried their hands at
photography may conclude that artists are born, not mades The
truth is somewhere in betweene

One must first master the technic of using a cameras Then
it is essential that ome acquire Yan eye' for design and patberns
This can be developed and improved through trainings With

experience, one's sense of design can become even more acutes

Once a person has this kind of talent, the skills can be
further sharpened by readings from books and courses of instruction
and the exchange of ideas with fellow photographers. Constent
practice is called fore This is where the camera clubs of the

vorious community centres have an important role to playe

Mastery of the photographic art will not come without hard
work and experimentatione It takes some time before one knows 'all
the ropes's The instruction one rceeives from courses at the
commnity centres should be regarded as morely an introduction to
the wonderful world of photographye It is up to the serious

photographer sesss /2¢




photograpter o con*irme “he journcy, winich, with application, will

bring him to his desiination - a5 a szlon photographere

Yet the photogarhes zid the photograph are not to be seen
only as an artis® ¢yl an art forme The photogrepher has an

mnorbav.w rolc as, a pic LOI" al his*orian as well, e is particularly

. Y

suited for the ’:a.s""o’ paes seeording ho past in pictures. A1l of us
can feel grateful o ihe phniegrephert unoe touk pictures of early
Singapore scenes. Fach o“ our hurifase would only have been
recorded in xrorda hod it not voer. for the sometimes remarkable
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pictures shot 'br p-mb cers

e marny members of our 'younger

generation Y.-.YO’J..Ld. have hoiidval turt-Bulei.Timel L.E)ad, fcr :mstance, ’
wee once aut mach moive Tharn o cartoenee ranning through the virgiti ™
JungT e, if tkere 2id nci c.._“ 1, photograpiic evidence that this was

so?  after all, oo +L 7 Say, one piciure is worth a thousand words.

The reis of BRI SRR ¢ 3 on vhe fingapore scene is

very important in medecr Singspore with iis tdst pace of developmente
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‘enead he fceling of amazement at

I om sure manv ol us have rpe
the changes that rave token plere.so ranidly vhenaver we travel
along a Singapore road whick we Luvc.ant ured for some *timee Even

a space of a few months con nake o vasy difrercnces Just one’ example

is the great change thai hos telicn plece in the Cnangl area s:l.nce id
was desided tc devaiil ihe uaw Airgord there.. The entire scenery
‘there has ween medificda Ov talte $he chenges that have taken place
along our Eas+d Coast, Lot sn Inn: ogos there were bungalow houses
fronting the sea shore. Thon, land reclamation began and later
milti=storey flass wore vuilt, Now ths whole area is becoming greén
orice again with the parksy boing deveioseds 1T we Go not preserve
these changing scen:s with photcgraphs, could our children and grante

children ever picturc the kind of Dirgapore we now live int

This year's intionu) Doy Thotrrrophic Brhibition has once

again brought together a lavge amsomblage of works by our own
photographers, This. will provide tuose who wish to become more
competent lensmen vith ar oppovtunity to study the technmiques and

methods used ©o c¢rentn suci. fine werke. .

1 congratulate the voricas photogrephic organisaticns in
Singapore and the ilinistry of Culiure for their joint efforts in
organising this ovent. Pechaps tho variocus vhotographic organisations
in our Republic can come t9 ;other mor: often to help raise tho standaxd

of photography, sc thal Yingaporu caa carn o placd in the world of
vhotegraghy at the insorme.tionol lovole I have now great pleasurae to
daclare the 1978 Navional Ouy Vhotographic Exhibition opone




