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SPEECH BY MR CHAN CHEE SENG, SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY, 
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS, AT THE PRIZE PRESENTATION FOR THE 

NATIONAL JUNIOR CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS, 1978 ON SATURDAY, 
18 MARCH 1978 AT VICTORIA SCHOOL AT 1.15 P.M. 

I am glad to be present once again at one of your functions. I 

have followed the progress of the Singapore Chess Federation for many years 

and I am happy to see that you have been successful year after year. 

Your President has said that the aim of the Singapore Chess 
Federation is to popularise chess as a national recreation. This is good 

because when we learn to play chess, we acquire some good habits which 

can contribute to the development and welfare of Singapore. 

As a small island republic, we lack natural resources. What we 

lack in natural resources we must make up by the quality of our manpower 

resources. The mental discipline of our people is thus of importance to 

our economic survival. The game of chess is specially to be recommended. 

as a recreation for our young people because it helps them to develop 

their mental powers. 

In chess competitions, the chess player has to make about 20 moves 
in an hour. This means 20 decisions, have to be made within an hour. No 

matter how difficult the position is, the chess player must make those 

decisions or lose the game. In real life, we do not have to make so many 

decisions in a short time, but there is also a time limit to the decisions 

we have to make everyday of our life. Some people never seem, to be able to 

decide what to do. Such people may be able to avoid mistakes, but they 

cannot succeed in anything. So work hard and be prepared are always the 

watch words for all. 

For the prosperity of our nation, we must train our young people 

to be decision makers. May be they will make mistakes, but they can learn 

from their mistakes. I hope in learning how to play chess, you are 

acquiring at the same time the habit of orderly thinking and learning how 
to make up your mind in good time. 
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I have been told that this is the second championship organised 

by the Singapore Schools Chess Clubs Committee which comprises elected 
representatives of teachers in charge of chess in schools. I congratulate 

them for their successful organisation of these tournaments. Our junior 

players are to be congratulated for both their enthusiasm and fine 

performance. I note that you have a record entry from primary schools and 

that recently a Singapore school boy represented our country in the World 

Chess Championship Zonal competition. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate the Tournament Committee 

for organising a successful championship. From the list of prizes I see 

that the successful competitors will bo handsomely rewarded. I hope the 
winners will be encouraged to try for greater achievements both locally 

and abroad. AS for those who are not successful, I advise them not to 

lose heart but to try and do better next time. 


