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This first ASEAN Age Group Swimming Championship is

symbolic of the spirit of ASEAN solidarity in the field of

socio—~culturcl activitics. ASEAN as an organisation has rcached
a stage when projects and schemes ought to give concreie meaning
to the will of the peoples in our five countrics in secking to
develop a sense of identity and common purpose and the recognition
of mutual interest in cconomic, social and cultural ficlds. In
the ficld of swimming, we alwoys have had ample opportunities ef
working together and porticipating in regional swimming champibnw
ships but the staging of the ASEAN Age Group Swimming Champiorn—
ships is perhaps thc first time ASEAN countries come together in
the field of swimming, which will undoubtedly help in roising
the standard of performance and promoting fricndships acmongst
swimmers in our respective countricse
Tho Siggapore Amctour Swimming Association is privileged
honourcd to organisc this championship which is hecld at the
. Payoh Olympic Pool on the 12th, 13th and 14th of August 19TTe
championship involves four age groups s followsi=
Group I 15 to 17 years
Group Il 13 to 14 yocurs
Group III 11 to 12 yoars

Group IV 1C years and unders




The resvonse and participation by svimmers from the wvarious
ASELN countries have been nost encoursging. & totsl of 2%]1 swimmers
»ill be taking part in the championship - 46 from Thasiland, 28 from
Malaysia, '8 from Indonesia, '?* from Philippines and 56 from
fingapore.

For us in fingavore, the championshin will afford the
opportunities for our young swvimmers to gain experience in
international competitions. Last year, the 7th Asian Age Group Meet
- 2g not held., Thies 2= auite - disappointment to us for onur young
s-immers must be given every ooportunity for internztional competitive
cyperience to prepare them for other regional games such as the {E4
Games ~hich +ill be held in Kuala ULumpur this year.

“ith the launching of the ASfE:N Age Group Swimming Championship
it is hoved that a Federsationm to lock safter the interest of s imming in
this region - ill be formed, =nd we hope that during the ch=mpioncehip
neriod, we c»n discuse the formation of this Federation hich if come
sbout, ~i11 give the fillip to thr promation of & imming =mong the
“/L.N countries. The proposed .ork olsn on this hss been =ent to =11
4¢E.N eountries for discussion and vie =. The constitutinon hns been
orked out. It is a =imple but effrctive conmstitution - hich ' ill ensure
the continuity of nur interest in the promotion of = imming smong ASEAN

countrier, ith the formation of the *E'N (vimming Federation, e

*1i11 certsinly achieve thc ~ime of nromoting =-imming., ersuring that




there is exchange of knowledge =nd evpertise in svimming =nd

strengthening good il1l and fostering relationships amongs s-imming

mggociations, officisls and s.immers of the :fEAN region. Tentatively,

three sub-committees -ill be formed. They are the Research and

Library Committee, the Coaches Committee and the Bulletin Committee.
Finally. I -ish to th=nk all the coachees »nd svimmers., parents

and affili=tes for the ~holehearted co-operation snd s=acrifices

in sesisting the Association 2pnd particularly in supporting this

Age Group {wimming Championship. I would like to extend = hearty

velcome snd our warmest ~isher to alil officials and s-immers from the

LSEAN countries. I hope they will have = pleasant etay in fingavore.




