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SPEECH BY PRESILENT B H SHEARES AT THE OPENING OF
THE 42ND DISTRICT CONFERENCE OF DISTRICT 330 OF
ROTARY INTERNATIONLL ON SATURDAY, 19 MARCH 1977

AT THE SHANGRI~LA HOTEL AT 9445 AeM.

Your Exccllencics,

Iadics and Gentlement

I was pleascd to have rcceived the invitation to this
function = the opening of the 42nd dnmuol Confercnce of District
330 of Rotary International. The Rotary International with its
long history and tradition of scrvice to the community doubtless
contimics to play an important role in improving the quality of
life of our peoplc through community scrvice projecis. IHany
people in different arcas of the world have derived the insights
and inspiration from rotarians inspiring them to take part in

community affairse

. The Rotary movement, with its cmphaosis on "Service Before
Sclf", has through the ycars undertakon many projects to
conplement Government's efforts to ercate a morc cquitable and
Just socictye The role of your movement is therefore vital to
comminity wclfarce Indced, it has contributed in no small

measure to improving the quality of life for alle

It is not always casy to find an absolute answer to all
the social problems which bescet our socictics todaye Countrics
in South-BEast Asia and other parts of the world arc fast
developing into modern socictics and we should lecarn from the
cxpericnce of others to be mindful of the likely problems that
right be created in our socicticse In modern Singaporc, life
hos become increagcingly complexze Very ofton a community
approach is rcquired to deal with socizl problems and other
issues which develop with increasing indusitrialisation and
urbanisation of our socictye UWc nced more churitable orginise
ations which arc willing to rcach out in order to help moct the

socinl, ocultural, rccreational and charitable nceds of the

community in which they functione Secrviece clubs like the Rotery
movement can through their enlightcned members help prbmote this concerne

. This conferencc seses /PmD«,*




. This conforencc, its thome being "Scrvice With A Smilce",
provides an exccllont opportunity for the pooling of knowledge

and resources omong rotarians in their: common cengern for the . C

improvement of 1ifc for alla Onth:.s occasion, I take the
opportunity to say that for o commnity organisation to be
soéiéily relevant and successful, it must constantly reassess

jts rolc and roview its.programmes so that ite aim and activities
can respond to the nceds and requirements of the time. Our
socicty is not static and neither arc. the causcs of social
problemse Thcrcfoi'e, ‘social a(‘:tiohﬂprogra,mmes adopted years ago
nay have been rclevant then, but they nced not ncecssarily
continuc to bc so nowe I think this confercnce prbvidcs an .
oxccllent opportunity for rotarians to ro~cxamine their roles

and action prograrmcs so that they can be constantly assurcd

that their progrommes arc sociclly relevont to the communitys:

P

I wish you cvery success in your deliberations during

this conforencos low, it ‘gi{rés no gr_ca'b pleasure to declare

this confercence opcne
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