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LDDRESS BY DR 4AHMAD MLTTAR, ACTING MFNISTER FOR SOCILL
LFFPATRS, AT TIE “LWAL MUMARRAMY CEREMONY ORGANISED BY
“THE MUSLIM RELIGIOUS COUNCIL OF SINGLPORE (MUIS), AT
THE N.TIONLL THRATRE ON. THURSDAY, 22 NOV 79.AT 2000 HOURS

‘ Some fesctivnls arc celebrated in a joyous = cven riotous = waye
Others which are founded on a relisious cvont tend to be more decorous

and arc usually spent in proyers, fosbing and penaonce.

Muharram, the first month of the Muslim calendar commemorntes
the Hijroh, the emisretion of Prophet Muhammnd and his carliest followers
from Hecca to Medina. For Muslims, it is taken as the foundin: of Islome
For after this it spreand with rem~rkable rapidity tc the four corners

"cf the worlde Unlike the celebrations associated with most other new

years, Muharram is regorded asz onc of Islom's sncred festivolsa

This year's Muharran may be of even more sirmificonces. Fourtecn
centuries have rolled by since the historic +trek of ..our Prophet Muhammad.

To—lay marks the beginning of the 15th century of Islam,

. The world of +today is very different from the world in which
fhe Prephet lived in. It may be difficult in some Questions +to reconcile
betweon the codes of ‘conduct which had application to the particular
coriditions of times lohs past asninst the realities of living in present

dey society and conditionse

The Haloys in Sinudpore face thé,samé problemsy ho less, As
o minority race it is faced, on one hand, with maintainiﬁg its ‘identity,
remaining fnithful to Islamic rcligious practices and retaining its own
cﬁstrms. On the other hand, it must be able to progress in éombetition
with other members of the community while at the sémc time to live in
hzrménvaith these of other races and whe profess different religious
frithe

In Sinpapore, it is cssential that this harmony is maintained,

There is a congcious offort to cnsurce that minority groups will nct be at
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a Jdsadvantance. A Presidential Council cets as a watche~dog 4o sce th-t
there is no infrinsoment of minority rights by any law passcd by
Porlioments Therc is no discyimination by race, colour or crccda

Competition is on egual torms, and advancement is on individual merit.

Sinrapore is a secular states. Nevertheless, freedom of worship
ie enshrined in its constitution, To advise the government on the
Muslim religion and to regulate on Muslim affairs, the Majlis Ugama Islam
Singapura {(MUIS) wns oconstituted in 1966. This Muslim Council is the
successor ¢f the Muslim and Hindu Endowments Board and the Muslim
Alvisory Boafd:'oririnﬁlly named the Mdhaﬁmédnn Advisory Boord, established
%n 1915, The Syariah Court was sot up in 1959 to deal with disputes

relating to Maslim marriage and divorces

More than mercly sctting up the form under which Muslim matters
are dealt with, Govermment has found positive ways to promote the
interests of Muslims in Sinrapore. Some of them may be citeds A Nuslim

Women's Welfarc Home which began through the'wefforts of the Muslim Advisory
' Board was taken over and run as o home by the Social Welfare Deparimente
Government alsc helped Muslimic Trust Fund Association to build the Darul
Thgan Muslim Orphanagies The latest is the assistance given to MUIS in
the administration, collection and advance of funds for the building of
ncw mosques:in Singgporc. About $4.6 million has already been spent %o
build three mesques, and a further $5.7 million will be required from
ccntributions from the Muslim community to complete the next three

mosques in the first phase of the Mosque Building Programme of the MUIS,

The function of Muslim scholars who have given a life~time to
study the sacred liternturc, who understand the historical and social
centext of these writings and the changes that have taken place is
accordingly of importance in explaining and iﬁterproting the teachings
of Islame It is imporicnt that there is guidance on what are the
fundamental principles of Islam as againsgt the rules which have H0 be
worked cut based on these principles-to resulate the conduct and practices
to suit locel conditions, I am happy thot we have two eminent scholors
in the persons of Mr Mohommad Quraish Shihab and Dr Zaokia Daradjate I .
am #lad that the MUIS has recognised the need, and taken the initiative,
to invite them to Sihs~pore. I am sure that 2ll Muslims in Sinhgapore

will benefit from their tenchings.
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