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SPEECH BY MR S RAJARATNAM, SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER (FOREIGN AFFAIRS)
AT THE ANSON CONSTITUENCY NATIONAL DAY DINNER AT MAXWELL COMMUNITY CENTRE
ON FRIDAY, 20 AUGUST °'82 AT 8.00 PM

In his National Day Rally last Sunday Mr Jeyaretnam told the
people of Anson what he thought of the Government. So it is only
fair that I return the compliment by giving a preliminary report
about Mr Jeyaretnam's performance as an M.P. since last November.
Kine months is time enough to get a fair idea of what he really has
in store for the people of Singapore,

When nine months ago he persuaded 51 per cent of the voters
of Anson to elect him as an M.P., his sales talk then was that his
rolc was to be 2 loyal opposition. He told you that through
constructive criticism and exposure of Govermment's shortcomings
and errors he could get the Government to do the right thing by the
people of Anson.

He told the people of Anson that by having an opposition in
Parliament he could put right some of their grievances such as the
rising cost of living, increasing cost of H.D.B. flats and the
grouses of the residents of Blair Plain.

Well vhat has the Miracle Man of Anson done for you in
respect of these and other problems in the past nine months? If
you look through the reports of Parliamentary proceedings you will
discover that the problems of the people of Anson featured only
minimally in Mr Jeyaretnam's rhetoric. As far as I imow
Mr Jeyarotnam did not come out with the ideas on how to bring down
the cost of living or how to deal with the rising tide of recession
and unemployment; how to build cheaper flats for the paople, or,
for that matter, to satisfactorily resolve the problems of the
residents of Blair Plain.

Most of his time in Parliament was taken up with repeating
rumours of corruption by the P.A.P. and then retreating into a funk
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hcic when the Prime Miristcr asked him to put up 2 motion request-

ing the setting up of an inquiry commission to look into
Mr Joyaretnom®'s z2liegations..
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vicw is that frr the re;t of his term 211 ths holp Mr Jeyarctnam

will give tho poopl: of Anson is a friendly wave of his hond during

his periodic walkathons in Anson. He is not gcing to sclve any of
thzir major problims.

For example, all that he has done for residents or Blair
Plain is to t.11 them to simply stay put. Me Jeysretnam knows tho

cunaeguencts of pis reckless advice. Come May 1933 and w11 the P.S.A.

blucks wiil b2 torn down to make way for expanded container
facilities %o mak: sure that the port of Singspore remains 2 major
port. Sc the workers who take Mr Joyaretnam's advice and stoy put
wiuld end up with no homes at all., At th’fj moment there ar: some
400 such familics.

Mr Joyzroitnem krows that his advice must lead to clash:s

. botween PSA workers who are being misled by bad advice and thosc

who will b sient to cvict them. Mr Jeyaretnam further kncws that
nuither legally nor moraily have the P.S.4. workers the right to
stey put for, hed the workers such right, Mr Jayaretnam, as a
lawyer, would hnuve bauep the first tc take the matter to cur courts.
Sc Mr Jayar-inam knows the consegquences of "staying put”. When he
teld the Stroits Times of fugust 4 that "he would wait and sus how
the problem was going to be solved”, there was no more to it than

met the oye.

One of the Tirst commants 1 made after Jeyaretnam®s victory
1ast November was that some people wsre out for "fun-and-game”
pclitics as in the fifties and early sixties and I belicve thot is
whzt Mr Jeyaretnamyis out to provide us with.

As evidenc:, T refor to an interview he gave in May this
year to a University studunt publication, the Undergrad. In this,
for the first tim:, he confessed that the role of an opposition is
not “constructive criticism” but, and I quote, "te defeat the
Government whore z2p opportunity presents itself*.
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Now I am not denying the right of any political party to
work for the electoral defeat of a ruling party and itself become
the governing party. But the point I am making is that before he
got into Parliament, Mr Jeyaretnam went around telling you that all
he aspired to was to be a eritical opposition. But now, as he says
in the Underarad. one of his objective is to "weaken the Govern-
ment™ to "brinrg down the Government®. A

This objective has been repeated in a Workers' Party circular
to the people of Singapore begging for money to pay debts incurred
by both the Workers' Party and by Mr Jeyaretnam as a result of un-
successful law suits.

The circular begs for money on the grounds that the
financial hardship of Mr Jeyaretnam was the result, and I quote, of
"all the sacrifices" Mr Jeyaretnam had made on behalf of the people
of Singapore.

This is yet znother instance of Mr Jeyaretnam's propemsity
to pass off fiction as fact. The debts were not incurred through
some heroic feat of self-effacing sacrifice but simply through
recklessly finarcing on unwinnable law sult.

The same circular gives another reason why the public
should cough up money to help mect Mr Jeyaretnam's and the Workers'
Party debts. Says the circular: "The Party will not be zble to
carry on with its work of providing an alternative governmant for
our people if these costs are not paid".

According to the circular the Workers' Party needed $50,000
in all to clear its debt. So you see how crucially balanccd is
the future of Singapore at the moment. If the people of Singapora
can cough up the $50,000 then, according to the circular, they can
Joyfully loock forward to a Workers' Party Government in the near
futura. Now this vworks cut to about two-and-a-half cents per head
of populaticn and that, on the face of it, is a pretty cheap price
to pay for the blessings of a Workers' Party government.

But before you rush to contribute your two-and-a-half cents
consider one very important question. And it is this. Can you
cntrust the fate of 2 prosperocus and wealthy Singapore to a group
of men whose leaders hzve to turn to public charity to pay debts

incurred in ..... 74




incurred in unsucczssful litigzaticn and who have 3o managed thoir

Party's finenccs that it has now besn placed in the hands of ths
Official Reccivor?

I think the last fact deserves mention in the Guiness Buok
of Rzcords. I know Sf po instance where 2 political party had o
got out of its financial predicament by finding sanctuary in the
comforting bosom of the Officizl Rsceiver,

Yet this same group of men cheerfully and hopefully ask ycu
to ciugh up $50,000 35 that they could be given a chance to monags
the Finances o¢f Singapore.

Now why has Mr Jeyaretram changed his party policy - from
ploying the role of 2 constructive opposition to now seeking the
dafeat of the P.A.P. and replacing it with n Workers' Party
Govarnment.

In my opinict thors has besn no changs of policy ond
objictives on the part of Mr Jeyarstnnm. He pever b-lieved in the

role of 2 constructive oppesition. HNor does he really bulisve for
onc momznt that there can cver be a Workars' Party Government in
Singapore. The zppeal in the circular that without the $50,000 the
Horkors' Party cannot carry on its work of providing an "alt:rnative
esvornment” is a 3ot of cyewash. Of cours: the Workers' Panty hepes
th:t this approach con mitigat: their financial trcubles and even
if €he appizl f2ils I hav: nnt doubt that there is a suger daddy
scmomhare to halp cut the Horkers! Party.

But whoether the tarpet is reachad or not, nune of ita
leaders peally boliwve that a Workers' Party Govirnment iz possible
in Singaporc. So if it cammot b= the government, then what rolo
hos this party sct for itself? Since it cannot cver b the govern-
minit and since, according to Mr Jeyaretnam, the now policy is to
wcaken the presant government, then the only role opasn to the
Workers' Porty i3 b2 zo in for "fun-and-games" politics. The
objwctive is o crents turmoil, unrsst nnd uncertainty urder o
P.A.P. Governxert. This has besn Mr Joyaretnam's sole sight from
th. start.

Hers 2 1, my authority for this a2ssertion is Mr Jeysritnom
himsclf. In his Nztionzl Day rally specch in Anson last Sundzy, the
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Straits Times quoted him as emphasising that what Singapore needed
w23 more ond morz dissent. In fact, this is what Mr Jeyaretnam has
been doing the past nine menths as M.P. I have yet to read
constructive spceches by him on how he would cope with the hundred
and one problens that affect the life of the people ~ of what we
should do tc mitigztc the effects of inflation; how to cope with
riging cost of fuel and imported materials; how to prapare cur-
selves t0 mect the strains and stresses of a recession; on
education, cr foreign policy, security and so on.

By providing altemative ideas of his own, he would at least have
eglven pungency and credibility to his criticisms.

His performance during the past nine months was to use .
smears, reckless rumours, half-truths and even falschoods to bring
the govarnment into disrepute.

Let mz glve you an instance of his propensity to resort to
falschoods to smear the government. In his speech last Sunday at
Inson he allsged that the P.AP. was driving away talentzd pecople
who disagrecd with the government into exile.

To back his allegation of P.A.P. intolerance he mentioned
the case of o Nanysng University graduate who stood on a Werkers’
Party ticket znd later fled Singapore to elude arrest after losing
the 1976 genaral election.

It 1s typical of Mr Jayaretnam to charge the government with '
persecuting talented poople without either mentioning the name of
thia talented Singaporgan or relating the circumstances which lad
him to flee Singapore.

So let me £ill in the facts about this presumed Leonardo da
Vinci whos: talents have been lost to Singapore - facta which undor-
stendably and choracteristically Mr Jeyaretnam forgot to mention.

The name of this clleged brain-drain is Ho Juan Thai, a B.A.
from Nanyang Undversity. On graduation, this talented and brainy
man worked as a labourer, a machine operator, a carpenter and a
factory worker. My Super Brain, it would appenr, wos a versatile
job hopper.
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He joined the Workors®' Party and unsuccessfully contasted
the generzl slections of December 1976.

Durirg the slections he openly and recklessly exploitad
Chincsa chauviristic sentiments with allsgetions that the Geverms
ment wes killing Chinesc education. IMr Ho know that he was playing
vith fire. He also knew that during the election campaign the
Government would do nothing lz2st it be accuscd of persecuiing =z
poiitical oppinent. Bubt when the campaign ¢nded, he knew thot
the prlice weuld questior him and so he prudertly disappsared from
Singapore.

How Mr Juyarataom cannot plead ignorance that Mr Ho was
playing with commurel fir. beczuse axtensive extracts of what Ho
8zid were relezssd by the Ministry of Home Affairs to the press.

Furthcrmorz, Mr Ho was associated with Mr Tan Woh Picw whe
iz still want:d for arrest for evading National Service and also
with Juliet Chin and soveral others who were deportad from
Sirgapcre for subversive activities. So Mr Ho was no politiczl

immocent.

Mr He is z»ow in London and collaborating with Mr Ter Wah Piow
in the activitics of the Federation of United Kingdom and Singapors
Students Orgenisaticon (FUEMSSO). One of the regular activitise cof
FUEMSSO is thc sustained slzndering of Singapore and Malaysior
Governments as urndemocrzatic tyranniezs.

FUEMSSO is currently champicning for the release of Tan
Chay Ha, a C.M.P. lcader sentenced to dezth last year by tha
Mrlzysian Government for illegal possecsion of firearms.

FUEMSSO 21so initiated 2nd coordinated the visit of an
Inturpational Lowy:srs Mission which zrrived in Malaysia carly this
nonth to study the Imternal Szcurity Act, presumably with 2 view
o recommending its abolition,

So this is ome of the talented superbrains whe Mr Jeyaretnam
bzlisves could do grozt credit to Singapore were he brought bock.
Considering Mr Ho's credontials and axperience he would undoubledly
be o gource of strangth for the Workers' Party in its “fun-and-
game" politics.




Mr Ho is not the only odd character which tha Workers' Party
hos -attracted, In Jamuary this year, the Government arrested’ fﬁe
Malay extremisis dedicated, 30 they confessed in a public statement,
tc the overthrow of Government through revolutionary violence, '
Towards this end, they hed prepared inflammatory literaturs to
spark off clashes between Chinese and Malays.

Again, two of the five extremist leaders were Workers' Party
mmbers and one of the two a Workers® Party central executive
council menbéy. -

I camnot say whether ur Jeyaretnam knowingly admits people
like Mr Ho and Malay extremists into the party. A1l T lmow is
that so long as Mr Jesyoretnam goes in for "fun-and-game" politics
he will wittingly or unwittingly provide cover for men intent on
dastabilising Singzpore.

buring the rext few years Singapore together with the rest
of the world will enter a perisd of great economic and political
strains and stresses. Mr Jeyaretnam's openly declared embracing
of "fun-and-geme® politics, his new battle-cry that dissent is the
order of the day will make the Workers' Party a cover for the .= ¢
roelly dangerous men. A political party which is financially in a .
precaricus statc and which is steercd by leaders who are not very
particular about who thoy admit into their ranks is ripe for take
over by men cut tc maks real mischief for Singapora.
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