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T an pleased to be here today to open this exhibition on

land transport in Singapore from early times to the present.

Tecause of various reascns, such as the climate and the
habite and interests of the early migrants, and the rapid develop-
ment that we have seen in the last 15 years, we have less of the
past preserved in Singapore than in many other countries. But
there is a good body of material in the forn of photos and other
records which have been praserved, more than most Singaporeans are
awapre of. It is tne function of the Archives and Oral History
Department to ~ollect, pressrve and maintain these records in a
systematic manner so that studants an d other researchers will be
able to use these materials in their work. But for t ast to be
~ade living and of interest to prasent day Singaporeans, it is
not su’F¢01ewt for pesearchers to use these materials to produce
alghly acadenic and escteric papers and articles on our past. We
nave to present the past in a way which will interest the generc

public and kindle interest in our young.

I hnpe that history scholars and academics in Singapore
will make use of the nmaterials available in our archives to do this
Too ofien, academics and scholars like to write what they hope will
be abtruse siudies which will impress their own coteria. With rare»
exceptions, academics and scholars all over the world are guilty of
this and an academic who popularises his subject is of'ten looked
down upon by his peers. The situation in Sinmapore secems no
different. T would therefore like to call upon ~ur historians to

he pore bold in making our past of interest to our noople.

Our people are ..... 72




Our poople arc hecomin- interested in what happencd in the
past in Sinzaporc. This interest is not widespread yet, but it is
growing. Judging from newspaper articles ard the interest in
antiques relatinz to early Singapore (I would like to believe that
this interest in antiques is not just arother Singaporean interest
in investaents), it is claar that there is a growinz keenness o
want to know more about the bHackground and history of the people,
pleces, and way »r iife in the early days of nodern Singapore.
Thig is only natural, with thz improvemsnts in our standard of
living that we have had. 2s morc and more neople ¢scape the hard
grind of ensuring the next meal, interezt and support for art and

- culture and thinms to do with our past must grow.

With the increased following for the arts, whether popular
or classical, there is a2 claar nzed to augrent the existing
facilities available for the presentation of cultural and clher
events. I am therefcore glad to announca that the sovernment has
purchased the Kallang Theatre from its prasent owners, Chohg Gay
Theétre Ltd.

“ha need for a madium-sired enclosed performing theatre
which does not expese its audience to the vagaries of inclement
weather has becn Jelt for some time. Tre only theatre stage big
enough or full-scale dance and wusical nerformances is the semi-
open 17-yszr old ‘lutional Theatre. Amons sxisting enclosed per-
forming halls are the Singzoore Conference Hall, the Victoria
Theatre and the Victoriz Zoncert Hzll, each ¢f wvhich seats less
than 1,000,

The Miniztry of Culture considered the conversion of the
MNational Theat:» intn an enclosed theatre bui save up the idea.
Enclosing it irncurs & v=ry hizh cost and cculd take 1.p to three
years during which it would be closed to the public. Many annual
ceremonies and large cultural shows normally held there will have

to move to drastically smaller facilities or even to he cancelled.

The Naliang Theatre Cowplex, situated at ¥Yallang Park,
therefore presented an opportunity to acquire s mediune-size perform-
ing hall immediately. It offers a wmuch shorter conversion neriod,

Owned by Chong Gay Theatres Ltd and built on state land leased from

the Urban wee.. /3.




the Urban Rencwal first sale in Marcch 1058, this fiva-storey build-
ing-includaes a threz-deck car pari:; provicion Ior cidffce-house and
a 19Gf~seat cinaema vhich opeved in fApril 19743,

The cinena, originally desipned as a theafire, has a stage
only slightly gmaller than that of the llational Theatre,

es, praesently dlsusad or nevar completed, arc a fly-tower
stitable Tor drematic and operatic productions, orchestral nit and
space for artistes and chaanging rooms., Conversion of the cinena
into & thaatre for the performing arts will restore it to serve

its orizinal planned function.

O

Renovatica vorlis will hoegin soon to convert the cinema into
y pulti-nurpose theatre to seat close to 2,307, They inciude the

tsthicning the stagze

stior of the back

cre and auditorium from electrical plast noise,

k3

he stase will be Fully cquippad with a nsw countepr-waight
ayat v for curtains and scenary, new lishbtine and sound reinforce-

mant systen and mechaaical hoist,

BAccoustics of the auditorium will be inproved to acceptable

tneatrical standards, Auditorium lenv_np will be augmented anc

brovmh? up *0 the ascapted perflorving hall level.

The theatre will be managed by the “atiopal Theatre Trust.

. The euphacis will be on ccod quality imported wmmisical, operatic

and orchestra nerformances. (ood accoustics, ailr-conditioning and
the advantage of an enclosed hall will weigh in Yallang Theatre's

favour even though, comnared to the aticpal Theatre, its seating

capacity is only tuwo-thirds of that ot the latier. Full-scale

dances, especially of tho classical ballet type, can be presented
bage that is only siightly smallzr than the Mational Theatre's.

t
1wvill nalke suistantial use of the theatre for “live’ TV trans-

riasions or racordinss of popular music or variety-iype rresent-

atioms. ¥allans Theabtire wili also bo a popular vonue for

u‘!

cergmonial functicns resuirine a larpe auditoriun.

After altarations and complebion o1 vhn fezturzs of a
ctheatre, the Hallapg Theatro will erable us o meet onr nceds
Tunbtil the 19290's,  IF dintersst and support For cuitural activities

couplax in the 19907s. R R A A

grows, wa cau coneider the consatruction ¢f & nropor cultural




