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PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE MINISTER FOR CULTURE
MR S DHANABALAN AT THE LAUNCHING CERMONY OF
THE NATIONAL FLOWER V.ANDA WISS JOAQUIM HELD ON
15 APRIT 1981 AT 3,00 P¥ AT THE MINISTRY OF
CULTURE CONFLRENCE ROGM

Many nations have flowers as national emblems. Some
of these have been officially adopted while others have been

sanctioned by tradition,

is part of an cverall effort to foster naticnal pride
and identity, a Committec comprising representatives from the
Ministry of Culturc, Parks & Reereation Department, Singnpore
Tourist Promotion Board, Singzpore Institute of Standards and
Industrinl Research and the Orchid Society of Scuth East Asia

was set up to sclecet a representative flower for Singnpore,

Since Singapore has gained a worldwide reputntion as
an _orchid ecentre, the orchid logiczlly stands out fron a vericty
of other flowers as thce ideal cheoice of a representative flower

for Singapore,

Because of its great variety of shape and size, a
specific species of orchid had tc be selectcd to serve as a
symbol, 4 specific species which is populorly known, frec

flowering, colourful and attractive is preferred,

I am: pleascd to anncunce that the crchid, Vanda Miss
Joaguin has been officinlly adopted as the national floewer of

Singapore,

The Vanda Miss Jeoaquin is 2 natural hybrid and
indigenous to Singapore, It was named in nenory of Miss Ames
The hybrid was

greeted with oreat enthusiasn in local horticultural cireclcs,

Joaquin in whosc garden it first appeared,

au-oo/2.




Countless nunbers of cuttings were propagated from the

original plant. From then on, it has been extensively grown
in Singaporc as a cut flower, and sprays of Vanda Miss Joaguinm
can ccmnonly be found everywhere, It blooms freely throushout

the yenr and is attractive both in colour and shape,




