YRBSS RETIASH FOR RSN MINZSHDIFERS

The Republic of Sinsapore Navy hac acquired two
coactal minecveeperc, RSS Morcury and RSS Jupiter from
the United Statou Na.’fy.’ Tho two rdneswueeperc iere on the
US Navy recerve lict and vore deactivated ond in a otate
of vreocervaticn at the time of procurocent. Activation
vork on the minecveeper vias started in Nevermbor 1975 in
California by a team of Republic of Sinzapore Navy
Iingineerinz verconnel to prepare the chip: for calling
hone., The chipc vere drydocked and refitted at a
commercial chipyward and vere cucocessfully tected and
operated in February 1976.
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2 A crev of 9 officerc and 48 other rank: vas cent

to USA where thoy attended cvecial trainin:; courzec in
rdnecveeping, fire fishtin;, ensineering, ctoreokeeping,
and conar electronios frow October '75 to February '76.
They took over controel of the chips for vork-ups and
other preparation: on 14 Felruary '76., The chipc are
370 tonc each, and 144 feet in length.

3 The chipz under the command and control of officers
and men of the Republic of Sinzavore Navy, departed San
Franacicoo cn 30 March '76 for Singapore. The 8341 nmilec
journoy acrosc the Pacific Ocean ic estimated tc lact 45
days, including oallc at Pearl Harhcur, Guan and Subic
Bay for fuellins, replenichnent of cupvlies and otimr
corvices. They are expected to arrive at Sinzavore on
25 May '76. They are acconpanied on tho journey by a U.S.
Naval Ocean tus Doat up to Subic Bay.
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4 The minecweepers ill be uced in training Mine
Counter Measures for the Repul:ilic of Sin-apore Navy.
They are equippved with inctruments for counterins the

moored mines (rines that are csusponded in water from a




vixe anchowed in the ceasdad and detcnated oa phycioal
impacts Dy shipe) and the cround mines (rdnes that rect
on the sea~hed and detonated Vy ma~netic or cound vaves
senerated Ly chipc)e The methods enployed in counterins -
these rines are Ly vire, nacnetic and accoustie sweeplngaoe
Their acquicition will mreatly enhance the RSN'sg ‘
capabllity in protectins our coactal waters and vital

uea lano;q. ‘
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