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Officers on Parade,

1 1 am ve‘_\ry impressed with what I have seen this evening

of your drill, bearing and turnout and I congratulate the 57
graduating pfffeefé and especially the prize winners for their
fine shouiné whilst in training. I should point out howevor,
that your training and loarning days aro by no moans ovor. Thay
have in fact just begun. Police work involves all aspects of
human relations' and you are bound to encounter in your day to day
dutios, situations which your basio training did not covor. No
two exporiencos will be the same and it is this in fact that
makos the . job of policc officors more intoresting and ohallangigc

and distinguishes 1t from most other vocations.

2 You nocd not, howover, bo anxious on account initially
You might now know what is the right thing to do in a givan
situation. Tho Polica Force ig very well oquipped. Tho prosont
state of its communioation and transport is bottor than it has
evor boen in tha past and this is still undergoing improvements.
Shortly every officer on patrol will be in two-way radio contact
with his headquartors and talk-through facility could evan be
extended from officer to officer so that they thomsaelves could

plan and co-ordinate their own actions on the ground. You arg,




therefore, nevar x;eally-"alonp“ on: ﬁe Job. You will always
have recoursc to édvioe_and assista.n-oe from mors cxpef:i.cn;:eé ”
officers with ﬁhom you will be in cconstant contact. In duo
course, thore is no doubt that you yourselves will bo lookea

to for advico and guidance by your colloaguaes who arc lass
experioencad.

3 Our Police Force has a high roputation for service and
intogrity and you and I can justifiably be proud cf boing membors
thercof. Truc from timo to time, thore has been individual
officers whose conduct and integrity have beon found waating but
this has by no peans impaired ths good name of the Force. Thic
is on acoount that tho Foroo has kept a vigilant oye ocut for suci.
misoreants and has always boon propared to disciplinc and, if
neods bo purge itself of them. If you do not intaentionally
neglect your duty or ocompromise your intogrity, there is nothing
you necd fear. If you did your job diligontly and honostly thoro
should in fact be a bright and inte;costing futurc for you in tic
Force. Intogrity, good work and performance is never loet sight
of and upproprigta recognition is always bostowed on the descrving
officors. I hope you will bo one of thoso who will bo oommenled

for theso gualities.

4 The phesomenon of a world-wido rise in crime has not.
escapad us. The crime rate in Singapore also is and has boen on
the increase. Wo cannot and must not accopt this as inescapabla.

o must auster all our resources aﬁd do our baest to roversa this
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undosirablo trend. This is not the fight of the Police alonz
but avery citizon has a part to play in it. Conscquontly thoi
must bo good oco-oporation botween the polico and the publioc.
This oco-cperative offort is oasily ostablishocd by the way wo in

the police conduct curselves and carry out our cdutios.

5 hs our job involves doaling with paople, we must not be:
mochanical and unfooling in ths execution of our duties. 'Youvr

day-to-dey dutios will bring you in constent oontact withi-

[}

poople roquiring assistancs and guidanoce;
b poople who are over exuberant;

c thoso who have committoed minor infringe-
ments; and

a4 ‘ oriminals.

In faot it is only soldom that you will have aotually to cdeal witi
criminals. More frequently it is the othor groups that will occuy”
your attontion. Those rcquiring assistanca and guidénco must bc
attended to proqptly and with courtosy. The over exuborant must
bo calmed and placated tc avoid a breach of the peace and you must
use your good judgemont and discretion in dealing with thoso who
commit minor infringaements of tho law. Though thoseo poéple may
demonstrate and agitatedly protest their innoccnce before you, you
should display professionalism and always romain calm and collecics

and not lose your equilibriume If you have addrossed your mind on




the possibility of such a roaction by this group of persons,
then this is not hard to do. It i only when you pormif
yourself to bo surprisad by such reactions that you are likely

to be thrown off balance.

6 Thore is a bright and interesting futuro ahoad of you
in the Forco. The Police Force offors scope for the developmont ‘
of a wido ranga of talents and intorosts -~ from scamanship to .
eleotrioal, m.echagical and wireloss engineering to oatography,
photography and computer scicnce. Even if you do not specialise
in any of these there arc & whole host of othor intoresting
activitios through which you could rotats. It is in fact & policy
of the Force to rotate officors through thesc various jobs so

that thoy acquire an all round oxperience is thoir duties. Thero
is also ample opportuniv for sportﬁand games of overy kind.

You should make tho best of those oxcellont opportunitios and I

wish you all every succoss in your oc&reers.
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