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S
I am happy to bé here to-day to witness your splendid

performance of footdrill parade. I congratulate you for having been
specially selected by your arces to represent them at this Farade

and i understand soms of you will also have the honour ot marching
angaxr the_banner of the St John Ambulance Brigade at the National Deay

celabration.

2 As St John Cadets, you belong io an Organisation thﬁt can
trace its roots~way back many centufies to an.origin in a distant

land very different f?om what your Organisation is to-day. ‘The early
obj=2ctive of tho Order of St Jonn was concerned with providing shelter

and medical carefbrpilgrims visiting holy pla.c- in West Asia. ' Much

has changed since then beth in ite form and activities.

3 However, during thu.long period of the metamorphosis of
the Organisztion the spirit of charity which inspired its foﬁndation
has remained zs n motivating force of the Organisation. It now
sorves as the guiding principle of your voluntary service to the
cick and wounded and other acts of compassion. It is as relevant.
to-day as ever before, ~nd you should always abide by it. Time has
not reduced its moral and social vélues but has madc it even more
desirable in our present day context where if we are not always

on our ¢uard we tend to become iore 3:1fish end materialistic in

outlook with lititle concern for the welfare of our fellowmen.

4 I =2m vory glad that you in your carly teens have found
expression for your youthful idenlism through roendering serviecc
to the sick and wounded and the needy. As you know, we in

Sinxapore ave vely ccnoerned with the quality of our youth and




thelr proper dovelopment intoe responsible citizens with strong

morzl character and a concern for the well being of others.

5 ¥hils it is necessary for our youth t¢ equip themselves
with the knowledpe and skills appropriztc for a qodern society in

s world of spacce travel and wslcotronic systcecms, they also have a
regponsibility to make judicious uwe of their leisure in the
jursuit of mezningful and wholesome uzctivities thnt will contribute
to harmonious social *olationship and the positive exprossion and

fulfilment cf their youthful idealism.

#

) In & way, your world is more exoiting than that cf your

&

parents when they were your age; however, the challenging problems
you face in thec process of growing up are mere complex zud the test
of your gquality will be sc mueh more severc and your success so much

sweeter. 1 hope you mcet these challenges successfully and come

out with flying colours.

It remains for me to thank you for having me here tais

zvening.
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