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Curront Detente Amomg Great Yowera
and 1ts Inpact on the Third World

When I was approached by your president to speak on the givon
subject "Current Detente anong Great Powoers and its impact on the
Thivd World," I was reluctant to accept as it appeared too acadeniloc

a subBject Yor a non-expert lile me. However, when I noted that the
occasicn would be a sort of a luncheon neeting to be held at the

La Torrace Restaurant, YMCA, where I could treat it as a casual and
Iricudly gathering like wo usually do whon delivering specches to
inatientive audionce amidst the clings and clangs of cups and plates
on the busy dinner tavles, I convinced ryscl? to accept this invitatdion
while I braced Tor the specch.

Your president agnin wrote to me to postpone the date and change
the vomue to the Guild Housc Restaurant. The nature of the gathoring
rouained unchanged. To ny surpris 50y o third letter informed me that
the talle would be held in this very academioc Lecturc Room which
couveys the wrong impression that I an an expert on this Ticld. Awyway,
I am very happy with tho delays and changes of venues as this has
given me preoious time to l-ok nore closely at tho subject oX this
lecture. Admittedly, I an always worried and excited to face a more
attentive audience aspocially of the academic type. However, since I
have already committed mysols, an withdrawal nay not bo in ny Tavour -
I on also convinced that my withdrawal from this lecture will. not have
the same vacuunm effect, whero others are more than ready to jump to
311 the gap, as the Amorican withdrawal Ircm Asia and particularly
South-East Asia.

The grin realization awmong the great powers that cach of then

prescases the rotailatory muclear woapons to cnsuro mitual amnihilation

or inflict unacceptadble damaige, has made war anong thom pointless as
well as unthinkabla. »50 the contest Yor influence and supromagy will
have to be conducted b;ithout resort to muclear war or even direct

v confrontation using eee..2/-
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con’ >rontati-n using conventional woapous. Honcay we ara witndesing
a growing detente a.nong the great powers — a dotento which has
disgolved the sharp bipolarity of world politics as practised Yy

the Unitod States and Soviet Union in the Yirst twd decades altoer
Woulé Var IT. Internaticnal relations have now asauﬁod a nultipolar
gharacior which 1s Sar moro complex -as it ocan alter the structure o¥
world polities and change the structuros and ingredients of powor
iiselts, This new rultipolarity, which is a product of the detente,
has alicred the character of the cold war as we I'mve Iknown 1t and
replaced it with a dialeotic of co-cperation and rivalry. Tois
go~-operation has resulted Srom a sories oY material oompulsions while
the rdvalry has shifted to peripheral gones whert the risks ol the
guper pewers aroc sualler.

the detente has enabled the East and West to consolidate the
oo::tacts'and rapproohement botween them and move on to a now chaptor
o infernational negotiaticns, conforences, co-operation end undere
standi.ge Encouraging signs of this development are manyy 0.gs tho
Four Povwer Agracmont on Berlin, Nixcn's historic visit to Qhimn,
78-Boviet Union doesire and success in spreading tho area of oo-
operation, Sino-Japanese rapprochenent, otc.

The pultipolarity which has enmerged with the develorzont of
Aestern Burcpe and Japan and £inally with the return of China to the
internaticnal game,poses a hew concept of tha great powers. Today
the miltipolar system is built out of Tive component powers -~ the
Uniled States, USSR, China, Japan and Westorn Buropc. Howaver,
these "ive major world powers do not enjoy an equ*diét'ﬁnt fela:bﬁ.nuship
ancng themselves, because of their inherent diffexent naticnal intorests
conpounced by the shades of idcolégios — but they 4o co-oxist and
each continues to search for more areas of co-oporations with one
anciher to maximise its position. '

Mence, we rind, for example, the rapprochoment betwoen the USA
and a cirongly anti-Soviet China compels the Soviet Union to be nore
conciliatory to USA. On the other hand; the United States onsures
that its relations with the Scviet Union leaves no xroom to cause undue
concern to the latter. To cite another exaample, Japan, 'i:n onvisaging
considerable possibilities in the developnent of Siberia and China,
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A, an Yequd iddstant" npolicy towards Pelting and Moscow while

matutalning diflerent qualitative relations with {destern Burope
and ihe United States. In sum, bipvolarism appears to be fading but
this has also introduced a new type of bilaterism among the great
POWers as didcussed above. Such bilaterisn is a new phenoaenon
orerating in the prosont ual tinolar world

Thae resultant multipolarity and bilaterism brought by the
delenta have bnoth obwvious iopact and yot uncertain implications
Tor the Third World

Tre United States and Soviet Unien will contimue to dominate
in the security sector as nowherc is there a wilitary or econcnic
ponr cgial to or able to contest either o thom. Uowrever, the
United States and Soviet Unien are today less anxious thau thoy
ware o tccade age that shiltts of allegiance by the Third World
countries will fundanentally affeot their vital socurity .‘ntezest.
Advrices in tec]u.olomr have reduced the value or may soon remove the
neceecify ol Woving nilitary basos stationed in the territories of
w1lling 2)lldies. No lrm@er will the Supor Fowers show the same

A

to .phold their :l.deolov,. gical prexerencaes.

%t may ve true that the multipolar world bas oome to question

ity of non-alignment and neutralism because thero are ne

vhe viah
onresite extreudties agninst which to take a centri:: position.

Bt this in turn has also onabled the Thixd world cour.t;rics to

ougape In alliances without osing one's Jlexibi la.ty and or indepeundonce

o actlon nver a wlde range o activities. This has also opened now
roortinities and previded grester incentives ior countrics te
bivate a2 wider ane nere diverse range of international Srionds

cal
than was possible in the days o the e¢old war.

The crucial probdblen Jor the Third Jurld is how they should
ellectivoly use their now Tound robility in this oultipolar. situation.
ird World should realise that in cssence the detente has’ brought

about sinultangous rivalry and co-operation anong the great powers
and hence the task oX the Third world countries is to or-naol'ldétto

r indepenignea by accalerating ecrnonic growth through .not only

thel

co~opcration among themsoives but also with the technologioally advanced
countrios. An ......4/-
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cor nirics.  An econnnically strong Thiréd World can still play a
coustievetive and positive role in the multipolar world provided
it lag the strongth —— strength which can come only Irom a sirong
ceonoryy.  The areat pn%erw will not talke a wealk Third World
seniealy and they nmay oven oxdbloit tho weaknesses in and ancng
thwo Mind World countries.

In the present nultipolar situaticn, it would be better Yor tho

gronl powers, while engnging competition and co-operation anoug

thomselves, te have conatrucitive co~operntici with the smaller and
developing countries. Any great power which chocses to do cthorwise
will aliennte bthese countries and may have to face a broad intor-
na;’onal coalition agninst it.

Detente dres not necessarily nean peace Tor the Thixd World
countries. Rivalry and co-operati-n among great powers will eontinue.
Put as there is a detormination or undierstanding anong them not to
rigi exitical confrontaticn betwecn thonselves, subversion and

BrOXy WATEs canl be persued in a far more uurestrained naimer than

1y the binodar Grae

ihe October iiddle East Jar deserves a oricel study in the

eontext ol the continuing detente among great powers. The participants
o that war are now at the negntiating table because the Soviet Unirn
anl United States will it. The two super noiwiers are aware that the
eBenlation of the liiddle East war could drag them into diract
consrontation and they had to stop it.

Israel's reusal to roturn the Arab territorics has prompted the

Arnbs to use one oy the most potent weajens they have and that is cil.
The cirrent Arab 0il squeeze has brought a partial paralyeis of the
covrnies of Jdestern Burepe and Japan. The United States imports

less than 15 per cont ¥ its oil Irom the Arabs. but since its strength
ard nobility are also alwars onhanced by the support of a strong Janan
ant Jestern Burnpe, the Arab oil squeeze has come to wenkon the position
-~ the United Stotes. The Soviet "nion and its Bast Burcpean allies

are bebter emdowed with oil, Thus, the Soviet Union-achicves a new

und mobility as a result of tho Arab oil sgueczo.

Everyone can appreciate that the Arabs rave apnlied tho oil
sqzecze'in oréer to expedite the roeturn or their territories uow
occupiocd by tha Israelis. Howecver, the oil squceze has also endangerced
the econonios «.e...5/—
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the ecoronies of mmuy Third Jerld countries which have always
callcd on the Israells tc return the cccupied territories tc the
Arnvtze It is indeed heartening to learn ithat the Arab oil states
nave relaxed on the oil sgueeze by promnising to step up production
again and ease cxport restricticn to those countries friendly to tho

Araos.

With o Western Furcpe and Japan partially paralysed, a weakened

Uriied States and a China unable to nates the Soviet Unicn, the
balance of power aphears to shift in favour of the latter.

The Trird JWorld which has boen further weaken by the oil squecze
is 1now in- greater danger of being manupulated particularly iT only
onc super »ower is ledt to dominnte the situntion. In other words,
the hasic structure ~nd workings oX the detente annng the great
povers remain unchanged oven after the October hiddle Bast dar, dut
the War and its alternateh e.g. il squeeze, has ereated a situation
wihe.re one siaper power i,e. the Soviet Union has acquired nuch nore
mobility than all othors. It is in the interest of all Third world
coulkixies to worlk Yor a situntion where the gre~t powers will be
delicately balanced in their influence.
luence and suprenacy 3is

In South-East Asia, thoe centest For iy
stili one The United States has disongaged nmilitarily fren Vietnan
and continues to withdraw its remaining military apparatus. The

Scviet Iinvy has appeared more o¥ten in South-East Asia in the walke

BN

o ihe Anerican withdrawal. China has yet t~ have a hlue-wator “lced
but it is accelerating the developnent of its muclear delivery systens
and nay wWell Le alse capable of acquiring in another decade a Ileoet
vindelh will roam the waters outside Crinn including those oif South—
Last Asin.  Japan has the teehnnlogieal nnd econonic might te Durnish
a Lie~water Xleet at a guick notice But it has chosen nnt to.

I the United States bncks out ox South-East Asia, thore will be
p vexy prenounced uneven big power rivalry in the region and this

w1l result in iustability and insccurity which nay hurt the West in

the lolg run. tHence, it is tetter Teor the United States and the Five

ver Deence Pact te sty on in South-Bast Asia since they are already

hnre bhecause Lo go awvay and return when cthers are already here ony
evolkie umnecessary challenges. A balanced vresence of the great powers
in So.ith-East Asia will ensure its coutinued stability and secigrity.
DIZCIMUER 29, 1973. (Tinc issued: 1440 hours)




