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Speech by Dr Goh Keng Swee, Deruty Prime Minister

and Minister of Defence at the Opening of* the 7th

SEAP Games Village in Toa Payoh on 30 August 1973
at 5.00 p.m.

qu I extend & very warm welcome to officials and participants
at the 7th SEAP Qames. It is aloo my hope thut thehmany supporters
from abroad coming here tc encourage their countries® teams will also
enjoy their stay in Singapore. ¢

This is Singapore's first opportunity to host the SEAP Games
since its inauguration in Thailand in 1958 Although the Republic
was selected os the venue for the 6th SEAP Cames in 1971, we Sad‘to
decline the honour becemse cur cports facilities were then inadequate.
Meanwhile these have improved; we built the Nationalistadium
Complex at Kallang and the Stadium was declarad open earlier this
year,

In the next week or two, the SEAP Games will stimulate much
public interest, not only in Singapore, but alsc in the other SEAP
countries where sports have a large following. No doubt, we shall
se¢ old records smashcd and new standards estab.ished. New friendships
amonzet athletes will emerge during this series of Games as they did
previously and this is all to the good.

At international sperts gatherings of this kind, participating
uthletes are housed in a Games Viliage. Why the word "village'is used,
I do not know. I suspect the practice originatedl, or was believed
to have originated, in the times of ancient Greeee when many people

lived in villages. 1 suspect also that Games Village in recent
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Olympics and other international meetings have vory little rustic

coptent. Certainly, here in Singapore, whers the Games Village is

X gited in one of Singa"poro's nowest satellite towns, one ju hard put

to it to detect anything bucolic ig;the environment qf.thc village.
It is prohably ag well that this is soe. In our part of the

world, villages a‘e associated with nasty things like mosqu1to»s,

insects, snakes and centipedes, quite apart from-the likely absence
h

¢f creatuge comforts such as running water,* mcdern sanitation, elcctiric | .

]

s power and air conditioning.
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.- A However, as you can.sce for yourselves, @nd as the treeﬁ.
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plg.ntmg ceremony is mtended to symbolise, this satellite town dis

rot really;,a concrete q:mgle. i, ¢ . R
,_Nh;te'ver the merits and demerits of “town and countryside

may be, f:ri‘ther,in' theoi%y or in ﬁractice, T hope that all part"icigants,
a2thletes a& well as officials, who 1ive in the Games Village .for
‘ ] the duration of“f,he SEAP Ga.m'es,‘w'i'll find their temporary 1o~%g_ings
- comranient‘ and comf‘o.rta.blc. Ma.y; the;,r all be in good trim so ‘that
they can perform well in the Games. '

‘ in‘-conclusion, may I comgratulite the SEAP Games Organising

i

Committeo end the other sub-committecs for the work that tfxey have donce

It only remains for us to ﬁope that the wqather god will be as appre-

ciative of their efiorts as we &are,.so tha.'t the events of A't‘ne 'SEAP

Games may cazrry on without distur;aanc“ff from the monsoons. Finé.lly, may
. I express to all cverseas v;evtors got only our heaxty welcome op thig
» o )

occasion tut also our sincerd wish to see them again as fnendﬂ and
* .
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as visitors. ' L™
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30 AUGUET 1973: TIME ‘ISSUED: 1230 HRS:




