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e O COVERIGELT B85 STLIENEND
SPEECH 1LY MR YONG NYUK LIN, MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS
AND MP (GEYLANG TEST) AT TEE LATICNAL DAY DINNLE
ORGALISLL Y GLYLANG WEST CONSTITUENCY AT CAR FARK,
BLOCK 6, GLYLANG BbAhRRU, LORONG l; GEYLANG ON FRIDAY
<4TH AUGUST 1973 iT 2000 HOURS

Just as Geylang West is Leiny transformed from
& cepressed village to a modern township and
standards of living are raisea so must we jack
up our standards of social conduct e

For the past 7 years we have been holding our
tational Day dinners at the Lorong 3 Comnunity Centre
andlast many -old buildings awalting aemolition. This
yzar, we are celebrating in entircly new surrounaings
in Geylang Bahru, surroundea by uew nigh rise flats instead.
This symbolisas the fast changing scene that is taking
place in Geylang west constituency, which was formerly
2 depressed village - a spraowling kampong of wooden and
attap sheds and now fast becoming & modern township of
mult;ﬂstoried fiats and workshops.

2 ‘ ks more new blocks of flats get sold or are rented

out over tinc next few years, we siall be welcoming many

thousands mo%e of new residi:nts into Geyiang West, and

thoy wiil come from all over Singeapora. How does one

react 2né respond to the cheaaging situation?
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3 A4s they wild all be our fullow citizens, we

should thervfore wclcome them warmly like members of

one big harmonious family. Let us all. be cooperative

arnd helpful to cnsurc that <his neignbourhood stays

pPeaceful and. free of crime so tha* all. young and:old

can live happily together.
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4 . If Geylang West can bc transformed outwardly
from belng wnat was once a cepressed village into a
mocern township, with*r%sinq standards of living, we

must also jack up our standards of social conducé._ We
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snould be. -

{2) more couurteous to one another,
(o) respect public vroperty.
{c) be more social minded
(1) adopt family planning measures
anu have small well proviaed
families, '

(i1) preserve our environnent whenever
possible by practising anti-
pollutlion measures,

{iii) use precious water sparingly
and not weste 1t carclessly,
(¢) anc finally 21lways place national interust
above peisonal interest.

5 Although unermplcyvment was a sericus problem in
tac 1960s,. the situation has changed dramatically in
recent years as cvery able-bodied adult (male or female)
can now find a jocb easily, provided he or she is
preparcd to werk. Wierceas in the past, gengrally the
Eatiner is the sole wread-winner to supportléhe whole
family, it is now guite common in meny families for
¢ither the son cr daughter or both to earn a gouod living
anct .thus bringwabuut a larger femily income, then was
oussible previously.

6 You will note that I have left cut mothers from
veing reckoned as part of our econcmically active work
force. This cur Guovernmernt is trying to rectify by
building more croeches becausc we want to encourage mothers
te leave their homes and to come Gut to join the work
furce by becuning working mothers, 2as well. It is not
generally knowne that, at present, only 700,000 or léss
than 35% of cur populaticn arc ccenomically active. We

must try to increase cur total work furce by enlisting
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the positive countribution of cur working mothers to
senerate evern grcater prosperity.

7 Once the family income is increased, as it has
vver the last decade, naturally the living standards

cf aovusehclds have been raised as they will then have
the means to buy more of the necessities of life, like
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zoud fucd. betterxglothes, radio, TV, motor @eocters,
notor cycles, carq/%na SC on and even spend On SOM

luxuries, as wall.

< 1o kecp this up, we must all continue tc work
bard. to incrcase productivity, and thus cbtain higher
rewards four our effourts. There is no better time to
make these firm resclutiuns than during Naticnal Day
celepbrations and I am confident tinat not only Ge&lang
West kbut 2all Singapure citizens will continue te do
thelr pest and koop impreving, year after year!
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