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The citizang of Singapore I am sure are by now convinced
that tho national service and tho rapid build-up of the Singapore
Armed Forcos havo contributed in ne small meoasurc towards the
oconomic prospcrity tho Republic is cnjoying today.' Singapore's
overall economic rato of growth has avaraged moro than 13 over
the past five yoaara. Tho t;uild—up of the SAF ovar thc rame pariod

has providod coﬁfidmco to tho invostors and tha pnblia at largo.

In oddition to providing suvourity, n number of skills
aro loarnt by national sorvicemon whilst thay are in ﬁxll—timo
scrvices The army is a continuous achool imparting vocational -
skills to the soldiers. f4s thosc skills arc in demand by the

industries thit ias contributed diroctly to the industrial growth.

Ancther dosirablo quality that is impariod to tlic young

-men in sorvico is the discipline of tho mind and the body. With

these attributes thero is no shortage of opportunity for productive

work in the many industrios in Singuporo, Indeod many of the big
organisations like Jurong Shipyard cnd Rolloi have found rosorvists
to be vary good matcrial for furthor training abroad. '

In the national service system, unlike a rogular stonding

ermy, the country is not burdened with the salaries of all tho
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‘goldiars. The roservists have civilian jobs and contributc
directly to tho cconomic produstion: of the country. Thqy ore alsmo
at tho samo time availablec as a trainod Rosorve for duty in any

omergonoy. : .

However, the resarvist has certain obligatians. He mus®

not only attand periodic training but must dlso kcen himsolf

physically fit and up-to-dato in his military vocation.

Moy I in conclusion congratulate the prize winners on
their achiovements and all of you on.your smart turnout today.

I wish all of you best of luck in your futurao.




