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SPERECH BY MR ONG SOO CHUAN, PARLIAMEBHTARY SECRET.ARY,
MINISTRY OF FORBIGN AFFAIRS, AT THE "WATER IS PRECIOUS®
EXHIBITION ON SATURDAY, 17TH MARCH 1973 AT 7.30 P.M,

AT THE NEB SOON-COMMUNITY CENTRE

"Digging well at times when one is thirsty" is a Chinese
pro7exb well-known among the people.s It reminds us not to have

the Lad hehits of exploring water only when one is thirsty.

Water is imp.rta.nt to human 11'!&3 and in Latin it means
"—Vi'bal to our life". One cannot deny the fact that human
preference for food has changed oonstantly with the progress of
civilisation, bhut the human need for wator remains unelianged.

There is no substitute for water.

Although we are not living in a desert country, but owing
to its size and population, we are oconfronted with limd.ted water
supplye To cater for thel inoreasing demand of water oénaumptio;:
for Loth domestio and industrial oonsumptions, we met let our

poodle realise that Water is the begt thing in the world through -

n

educations Without water, no man would survive for more than a

fow d&yﬂc

Historica?. incidents show that dispute ovor the monopoly o’f.“
wator Souroces o;!‘ton lod to confliote hotween individuals >and. oven
wvars between ocouniries. It is an o-stahliahed frot that human -
civilisation took root and flourished in ‘placoa where fresh water

supply was in abundanca.

4s water is limited in our island State, besides importing

wator from our neighbour, much money was spent to axpand the entire
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water system, 80 as to meet the ever inerocasing demand of oux

pobulation. Expenditure on water projects in the past dooade
(19612-1971) was $140 million and 'o.uld require another $140 nillion
to develop new gchemea in the next three yeaxs. This tremondous
inoroase in development outlay will inevitahly bo reflooted in '

the rising cost of water in the yoars ahead.

in the past two deoados_s, water consumption has increased
from 30 million gallons to ovex 110 cdllion g!\lloné p:er daye
How Las shis considerate incroesase of. water consumptibn oome about?
Thare aro two main factors. frhe firet is the population growth.
Over the pariod of 20 years, S.‘i.nga.pore's population has doubled. At
the same time, the tromendous eoonoric development couplod with
the rising standard of livifxg in recont years, more of our people
hove settled down in ADB flats, enjoying the amenity of life
including pmpor a.nitary and adaquate water supply. The Booond
factor being the rapid commercial and industrial development that

csmsod rapid rise in water oonsumption.

In s survey rooently, the United Nations Food and @oulﬂd
Oxr anisation sounded & grim warning % a parious shortage of wotor
in tie world in just another 30 years when the worldfs population
will have doubled and the demands for water almost gtrippled. We
are ell nware ﬁat in the less industrialised oountrieé, about
'15;5 of the urban population live without the ausply of drinking
wa.;;ez-. The ramaining 254 14 of ten supplied with unsafe or even

polluted watox.



We in Singopore are more fortunate that & turn of
the tap we et grash drinking water of the highest quality.
It ic owr.:i1zble-at & rcasonable price as compared with
other coun::ies in Asia and the rest of thé world, Water
ccizes o us 80 easily and our people have taken it for
granved. Few people realise how essential it is to our
dzily living. How important it is to our industrial
operations and vital it is %o owr society as a whole,

According to the ¥YUB projections, the demand for
water will rise to 166 million gallons per day in another
5 years' time, By 1980, the daily water demand will
surpass 187 wnillion gallons per day. The consumption of
water is therefore gste.dily wounting from year to year,
If we are not more careful with our water, and not to
explore for uwore water supply, we will be confronted with
victer shortage in the future. 4s a result, our lives
would be puinful cnd miserable and will be difficult %o
survive. As a precautious measure, we must all prepare
to0 explore more water supply cnd to conserve our precious

water,

I have pleasure now to declare this "Water is

Precious" IExhibition open.




