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SPEECH BY MR HO CHENG CHOON, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY E
TO THE MINISTER FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND PRESIDENT
QF AMATUER FENCING ASSOCIATION OF SINGAFORE AT FENCING
BRONZE A7ARD PRESENTATION CEREMONY, TANJONG PAGAR
COMMUNITY CENTRE ON 20TH FEBRUARY 1973

It is a greet pleasure for me to attend this Cersmonye.

In the past few years sports have become more and more popular
in Singapore. GSelf-dafence is one of the sports whi~h attract 1noreuihg
numbers of young people. Howaver, fenoing is still not as common as
other games in this country,

The graceful art of swordesmanship is of the gfeatest antiquity,.
Before the days of gnpowder and guns, tho sword was a source of military
foroe: In the ocourse of the last few centuries foencing has achieved very
wide popularity as a sport, especially in Western countries. Ve in
Singapore started to have feonoing way haock in the early '50's. With the
prosence of the British Foroos! personnel in those days, fencing
competitions and sotivities wers first stage within the cocpounds of
thoso ostablishmonts, and only a sprinkling of local enthusiasts were
involved. But with the founding of the 4F,L.5.y fencing in Singapore took
a groct loap forward in popularising tha gamo among Singaporeans.

Today we havae affiliatod to the A.F.4.S. 4 major foncing clubs,
Thoy aro tho Vigilanto Corpa! Fonoing Club, SAFSA's Fonoing Club, Tanglin
Pcnoing Club, and King Biward Hall Fonoing Club and a fow more have applied
for affiliation,

Tho momborsldp roll of thoso olubs in quite substantial and the
AP, LS, will bo launching a meomhorship driva campaign vory ahortly to
fuxther populariso the game in Singapora.

Coursos and compatitions aro boing plannod and carriod out by the
. Association to try to improve and maintein a high lovol of proticienoy in
tho various woapons usod in fonoing,.

In tho past wo have courses conductod mainly for boginnors who only
need and want to loarn tro baeics of fencing. And onco those courscs wero
complotod, tho training ard talents that theso boginners might possessos
wgro not put to furthexr usg exocept for somo raro occasions when competitions
waxo hold,
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Hence with this prevailing situation of fencing in Singapore there
is much to be dosired in so far as standard of fencing in Singapore is
concorneds Tho A.F.A.S. will work towaxds tho remedy of this si,.tuaﬁ.on by
conducting courses both at intormediate and advanced levels and alsp for
tho verious weapons. through the engagoment of coechos and films in the near
future.

With the appearance of fenoing in the 4sian Games to be ‘hold in
Toheran in 1974 and the staging of the Oceania Zono Championships in
Singepore in 1975, the fencers in Singapore have got no ohoioe put to try
and improve their teohnigue and spoed in fencing by giving their full
support in helping thelr clubs and cach other in planning out courses,
compotitions and practiso sessions and other means of promoting the quality
of fencing in Singapore so as to be assured of a place in the National
Contingent, - '

Towards this end we must all work together to improve on what little
coaching and essistance that your club has given you.

You oan rest assure that the Association will do all it can %o
give you every assistance, technicel or otherwise to enchance the
activitios in your club,

Finally, I would liko to congratulate all of you who have
successfully completed your basioc training in fencing. I hope that
you all will further your study in a higher lovel and improve youx ’
techniques, . -
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