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I am deeply honoured %o be invited to address this

gathering.

As a young nation withoud natvural recources, the
development of huwicn resources has become the only means
of increasing our national wezlth. Thus, we have to devclop
the potentials of cur youth to the fullect in crder to mooi
‘ the needs of our industrizal and commercial socictvies.

With the rapid expansion of industrialication to
promote or eniance better achievements in the ficeld of
cconomic development, we are facing a cerious problem of
shortage of sizilled technicians, Our iwmediate task is to
train sufficient numbers of technicians of different skills.
With thc changes in the pattern of trade eround the world,
our country has to face stiff cowbetition in i%s export trude
of mamufactured goods to the 'Third World'. This is beceuss,
moxe and wore developing countrics arce capable of manmufactus-
ing gcods which require comparatively simple skills. For
this recason, our country has to raisc the level of technc-
logy ond experitise in order to be able to coapcie fovouradly R
with other countrics. To push ocur induatrial dovelopuent &
svep further, we have to produce a poel of highly trained
specielists, teochnologists, scientiste, supervisors and
technicians., The supervision and monegement of our B .
industries will have to be more scientific and modern. Only
then cun we satisfy the demands of our future industries;
vhich are fost beccoming more complex and sophisticated.

School is 2 treining institution, and students in

secondary” sciools Xccelve their cducation in its basic

form, Ané in order to meet the chollenges of our time,
the Government has Lleid emphosis on techrical educatiorn.
Secondary school students are required to undergo part-
tiuc training in selected tochniesl subjects, like basic
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electricity, weodwork end metalwork. Such troining
provides the studcents with the basic knowledge 4o enable
them to go for more technical and speeinliegcd trairing in
future if bhey so desire.

4% +the moment, our Republic is developing its defence
capabilities and we nced large quantities of modern and
gsophisticated weapons nnd equipment. Therefore, there ic
a great demend for o large number of technical personncls
4o operate and mcintain these weogons and equipment. Our
ten-year development policy stresses on 'cuality! end not
'quantity'., This simply ncans thot in cducation, we have
t0 troin more technicians of higher lovel of competence g0
as to raisc the icvel of our tachnology. Thi" will cneble
our industrial devciopuwent to cnuver into & new phose.

Here, I would like to takc this opportunity to urge
the students to conccntrutc .morc studies on technical
subjccts and to corrcctéurroneous attitude and concept in
poying toc much ottention on academic education alone. Ag
for the purcnts, they should cncoursge their children to
study tcchnical subjcets or receive voeationnl tra ining.
Only in %this way, con their well-cquipped children help to
ploy @ more constructive role in nation building.

On the other hand, students are clso required o work
horder ot their sccond langusge. The Governmen® kos dotor-
mincd to implement the policy of bi-lingualiam in education.
This clecrly reflects the importonce of knewing o seceond
loenguase. Bi-lingualism helps to bridge the gop thot exists
in the diffcrent cultural backgrounds. I% clso helps to
strengthen one's obility in soeking o more sotisfying corcer.
In answer to the nceds of our multi-recicl sccicty, students
belonging o diftereat longunge medic of instructions are
required o be proficicnt in two langucges. English is not
o commercinl language alone. It is ales the langucge of
scidntific research ond technical know-how. As 2 student,
Enzlish is very important. As for the Chincsc langucge, it
cmbodics the rich cultural horitage of various philosophics
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ond concephs on oriental etnica cnd morality. And il we
cen truly expose curgelves IC the prozound infiucnce of
such a lengunge, we ey cRerge OB Livlc cutstonding people
with 'noble in soul ond dignificed in char~ctexr'.

Thig school has done feirly well in the ficld of
second lenguage teaching. 4And T hope studoents will work
herder to reise the stondard of sccond lunguage in this
Schoel. They wall find that thelr knowlcdge of o seccnd
longrage ig very useful when they stop intc the society.

To-day is also the School Advisory Cormittec swearing—
in cerexcny. 1t is the Governuent's policy to encourage
cormunity participation in educasion, Oux School Advisoxry
Committee, since its inception, has/participated actively
in halping the school to acquire Z.C.A. eguipments and in
the donetion of Audio-Visuel Aids for the school. . This
gpirit of devoticn and dedication for the common good of
cducetion ie highly commendable, /

As tke Chairmor hes reportoel in Lis spesch, that the
achool's music hall project hee yeot o be compnleted., I hopu
shat the in-coming committee will do its best to materielise
the project in the near future. The project will provide
tne students of this school, with an ideal place for various
extra—~curricuiar and recrceticnal activities. '

Bauecction is a form of long~term inveatment. A countzy

which produces more talented people will in turn receive
greater contributions from them. To-dzay, the students nero
who are receiving prizes are the outstanding pupils of tiis
cckool. 4nd it is my sincere hopc that these students will
continue t0 strive harder to acnieve greater succeas in
future. They will bring honour upon themselves end to the
counsry a% large.
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