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_'Speech bty Inche Shatari Tedin, Senior Parliamentary
Seorertar.y 10 the Minister for Culture at Parliament
- on 17th Ootobei" 1972 -
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‘ I rise to support the motion in the name of the Kem‘b'r for

Bukit Bedok to express our thanks to the President for the spoeoh
which he dalivered on behalf of the Government at the openina of
‘the Third ’Session of Parllament on 12th Ootober, 1972.

The Preuiden'b has outlined some’ guidelines for Binga.ﬂ&ore.
When tran&lated into practical terms, it will mean & better lifQ for
the mostest number of people at the expenne ‘of margina.l saorifioes
by those a’ble 4o bear them.
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A]‘Jraady living oconditions in Smgapbre have been kepi stable
and non—-xﬂi‘lationa.ry since 1959, ’ :

] The developed nations have not fared well in this respect.
’l’hére, galloping inflation is the order of the day. Irrespopsible
trade unionism is another menace, so much so that one wag aa&s that

. the unions may succeed in abolishing the working week altogefher.

‘In those gountries, the status quoc has been' defined as the mjgss

_they are in, which includes pollution and all the rest of it, It is
easy to understand that the soil there is conduocive to the d‘bvelopment

of hippiemm and other hedonistio philosophies, St

Those who have travelled abroad find the contrest between

Singapore and other soocieties evident, : h
: . . i -

In the developing.societies, they will find that theye is
no economic teke-off simply because the governments.and the i)eople
do not ‘pull together and make the necessary sacrifioces. lw a
developing sooiety is left far behind in the race for economic
development. LI
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Iri Singapore, nobody starves if he is able~bodied nnd pfrepared

to accept ‘any job offered, even if he is unskilled. It meang that the.

correct fdrmula for nation-building has beep found by use. ¥

'I‘he cornergtone of nat:.on-—buz.lding is a realist:.c po}icy of
from each ‘his best, to each according to his ability. 'I'hxs !neans
whether in business or in the Govcrnment Servloes, each man find.ﬁ
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hid way to tho room at the top orly on his' own morit.
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gmgaporeanb mll ha.ve to cont:.nue to be economo a,,nmals.

In fact, any halt to Smgaoore's economic development will, ibe‘a
’haxxdnal catastrophee But from time to time, thore have bqen -pleas
that we 'be not an ugldy oocnety of people who know thc price of
every'bhmg but the value of nothmb. It gimply means that ;
dollar»-\mr'*hlp should be matched by aesthet:.c a.ppreo:.at;on. It

is good for Singaporeans to make money, tut in doing 80y tl;ey st
advande the national jnterest and better 3t111, cul‘l::.vate a love

for, be_a.w!ty. .This way, we ‘m._comg better Smgaporeena.

] The stress on the a,pprco:.atlnn of 'beauty is t:unely’ This
is the best timé for such a ¢lerion call to be made. Ii vgulq. have
been premature during our ed.rhor peried ot economic developmont. :
Now that, we are sharing thc fruits of national devolopment! wa
should apply oursclves seriously tp the arts sihce most of ,us
can afford it. And if at cuch a time we should fail to plaoe the
right emphasis on cuiturai'development, ‘then we are to blame ].f
ours becémes a gross and crude societys

B
The Preaident has said that Singapore's limited la.nd Tesources
means }‘ghat we cannol seqk fame for sheer 8igzo. ;Bult we oan jbe .
. ‘synonymoiis with huma: excellence. This means, emong otherq' things,
that. we gan be world~knocwn as a socmt\ of cultural: Mfimement. Ve
can achieve this because we possess Ahe cultural resources:of 'all- the
major races on the globe. P
The other related point I wish to make is the necessity to
work hard in the national interest, So long a8 the cconomy is kept
buoyant , ‘bur prosperity is assured, not forgetting the need for

f

natlonal defcnce .

Sinoe we have an unfavourable man~land ratiog we q'avg. to
plan the usc of evsry inch of this resource very carefully,&: We have
to compensate for thic unfavourable man-=land ratio by acqui;si'h:iori
in the national interest — in other words, land not éconor;:';ca.l'ly
used m dcquired for pubhc pro,]ccts to benefit 1000 timras H:ha
number of people who have to move out. Dislocation 13 caltaed %o the
affected few. But there should be no hard feelings if thosle affectod
understand that if Slng"tpore were 1C or 20 times its- prosaqt size,
such would not be ncceesary. Yet unscmpulous politica.na told,, those
affcoted that should their pert:.es be olecbed into _power, tpese urban
renewal p“o;)bcts would bc reversed. ,erta.in pol:.tlcai P '
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in Singa;,pcre will not hesitate to et back the clock of nal;ional
progress in their efforts to win votes. This is very sad E‘oq them

because 'bhe concept of an alternative government with a twe—party -

systam mea.ns that the alternative progra.nme must be as proéress:.vo

and oonqtructwo, if not more so than ‘the ruling party's, 1f they are

to have: any prospects at a General Elections, However, th.en' empty
prom:.ses did have some offort during the last General Electzons. The -
electorq in Singapore must be taught to bo more oritical a.nd

v ' ' analytiq.
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