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SPEECH EY PHRESIDENT SHEAREg‘AT THE DINNER IN AID OF
THE NATTIONAL KIDKEY FCUNDATION AT THE MANDARIN HOTEL
’ ON FRIDAY, 25TE HAY, 1972 AT 8.00 P.M.

ly wife and I arc delighted to be present at this dinner held
in aid of the Fational Kidnoy Foundation which wes Tounded on Sth
Soptember 1968,

Of the several objoctives spollod out in the Poundation's
Constitution I should like to stress the three objectives which very
clearly indicate the compolling nced for the existonce of our KNational
Kidney Toundation, namely:—

(1) T encourage and promote roesearch rclating to prevention,

diagnosis, causes and treatment of lkidney disease.

(2) To render services to porsons suffering from kidney

diseaso.

(3) T dissominate information regerdirg causes and

provention of kidncy discnso.

Sinco its inauguration, the Foundation has sct itsel? a programme
designoed to relieve persons suwrroring {rom chronic kidncy disease. I
shall briefly reitcrate the positive manner in which the National Kidney
Foundotion implemented its objcotivesi-

(1) It omployed two ronal nursos and one renal technician,

. (2) It donated equipment and chomicals in order to cnsure that
dialysis would bc available for the maximum number of
patients under the prevailing conditions of staff and
rhysionl apace available,

(3) It provided travel scholarships to staff specialising in
kidncy discase, thus enabling them to attend conrerences
and maintain valucble contaocts with colloagues with
similar intercsts in U.K., Canada, Australia and Burope.

These programmes were mede possitle on account of assistance
from the Rotaxy Club and the Lions Club.

In order'to obtain data relating to the incidence of early kidney
diseaso in our population, the Lions Club sponsored o mass door-to~door .
survey on a large scale. Your Chairman hag Just statod that altogether
10,000 porsons were oxamined and it was discovered that blood was present
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in tﬁa u;ine in 2 per cent, bacteria in 2 per cent and albuminuris in
1 pex gent o those examined. Persons showing any oi these azbnormalitiss
arc being TYollowed up,

The recent aﬁendment oX the "kiodical Thaerapy education and research
act", whanr it has passed all recodings in Parliament, will ena.b‘le the
national tidnoy Toundation to recruit mere kidney donors who would only be

roguized to sign a form in the preeence of two witnesses to ensuro that

their willingness to donate their kidnays is not over-ruled by thoir relatives.

To date only three cases have received lkidney transplants.

It kas boon ecstimetod that every ycar 400 of our population dic of
leidney disoeasc and that 10 per cent, that is, 40 of thom would benefit ITron
contiwiing dialysis trcatmont. IY the kidney transplant programme is
storped vy, it e?ould be possible to incrcasc the nmumber of pationts who
neod dialssie teerinent as more and more pationts on dialysis treatment
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I hope thet the crnlightened citizons of our Bepublic will join the
organ dener sroup thercby helyping the vietims oi chronic renal discaso by
giving them the YGiTt of Life", ’

In 1971 Government toolt over the cost of miintaining the Renal Unit
2t Outram Rond Gencral Hospital ns rocormmended by the committee on medica1~
specinlities. This has ounabled ihe Nntional Kidnoy Foundation to concentrate

on its *hcr importaont objectives.

The renal unit in Singiiore is the best in South East dsia and, with
Sen beds In the unit, it should be able to provide treatment ror twonty-Tour
cases per year of patients sufYering from chronic remal fYailure who regquire
@inlysis. Its st2ff bas received specizlised training amd is helrning in
$he troining of specialists Trom neighbouring countries of South Bast Asia

n oll naspects of renal dialysise.

The Renal Unit is not yct large cnough to treat all patients in

Singapore who need dialysis treatment, but when the kidney transplant programme
18 ully functioning, the Unit might meet the necds of all paticnts sulforing

fron torminal rcnal failure. Even in well developed countries of the world
Tpeilities arc not yet available Cor the trcatment of all kidnay cases
reguiring dialysis and lidney transplants.

The National Kidney Foundation is the only voluntary hoalth agency
cecliigg the tota) answer to chronic discasc of tho kidney, namely, its

aoticlogy, prevention, treatment and cure. Tno Foundation is viable only

if our concerned and generous public continrucs to support it.
I wish the Nationnl Kidney Found-tien every success, ospecially in
ite condenvours to recruit organ Gonors.
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