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SINGAYORS SOVARNKIT FRJISS STAT SLET 1"C:BAT/44/T2(F10)

STAICH RY TUAN LTI YA'ACOB VOHLNED, MINISTER OF STATE
FOR PRIFS I'IMISTER'S OFFICE AND ILP. FOR LG, URI
CONETITUZICY, AT THS OFFICILL OPSNING OF GIYLANG SERAY
VOCATICNAL INSTLTUTE ON FRIDAY, 26TH KAY.1972 AT 7.3C ¥.¥.

I am glad to bo associated with tho cponing coromeny of tho
Goylong Soral Vecaticnal Instituto this avening,

Thon tho P.A.P. Govarnmont first took office in 1959, it
rorlizod tlat cur ecormarcial and trading ectivitios wculd not bo nble
t¢ suptair aoconeiic  arewth t¢ Loot the neolds of the growinsg populaticn
in tho yosrs shond., 7o docidod to ombark <n industrialisaticn to onsuro
4o survival of ocur occnemy and to vrovide johs for our growing labeur
ferco.

Tirst, tho onphasis on cducation vas shifted from tho acaderic
to tlio toelnical rosultiny in thao ostablizhicent of the tochnicel cducrticn
dopartiont. Tho provicion for Mimistry of &lucntien has been incroesod
free $191.,03 rillion for 1971/72 tc 8209.7 rililion £:x tho finmnoial yozrx
1972/73. Tho main chengos of gijnificence are tho restructuring of tho
clucaticn sorvice. The aipancicn cf tho tochinical stroaum cf educatiun
centinuos, thoro is o sizonbilo incmoaso of 313,7 mitlion for tho currout
finensial yonr. Wo ar. ontoring the fifth yoar cf tochnical odusation
vhieh is being mivon Lriority frur all quertors. This wust of nocessity
Vo 8. if wo nro to oneura_thnit on adoguato numbor of croftsmon and
tochnicians ara preducod in future yosrs tc root tho menpevor noods of
tho accoloretod industrialisction progriunic.

A Feticnal Industriel Praining Council was fermod in 1968 to
spoarkond tha davolepront of tochnienl educntion and industrial training,
Trerondcus progroess and exgansion in the fiold of toclnical oducnticn
and industrinsl treining havo teken rlace during tho lest four yoars.

Studont onrclment in the Singapcroe ¥olytochnic incroaasod «f
laaps and beunds, Sumo 600 students hied tc Lo veved in dujust 1971 to

the Devar dcad CemploX.

I thorofrro urge all paronts, aspocially the kKelays, tc Lo

tecknical biesod whon chocsins educatien fer thoir childron. In an
industrinlised Singepere. hluo-ccller werkers can bo onsily abeorbod by
cur factcries and industriocs. For tho acadurde schocl-loavers whito-

ccllar jobs nre on the decreaso.
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The Geyleng Serani Vocaticnal Institute started as &
vocational schecl in 1965, To noet tho needs of tha nusw indusj:rios
with their increoasing taechnoleogical sophisticntion, Geylang Sorai
Voenticnal Sshool was comvorited inte o voenticnal instituto. 4s an
industrisl training contro, this institute hns produced and is still
yroducing seri-siilled and skillod workors. At tho prosent mcement
thero era 828 studonts lonrning tho varicus trades in Geylang Serai
Vocaticnel Inztitute. I am happy and preud that of this figure, 478
arae Malays of which 456 arc doing fulltime and 22 ara in part-tine cz‘.ur'
It is gratifyins t¢ noto thet this institute has producod studonts who
cro making ugeful scentributions to the naticn's oconcmy and stability,
Tha quality of tho worc produced can Lo soon in tho oxhinits displayed
this o/onins.

G« no aro thae days vhon tho nublic tonded teo think of
teehnical and industrial treinineg as teiny £it only for those Munable
te study"s Our present industrisl itraining prozramnes benr no
asscointicn with past eof forts intondod te prevido trainihg for drop-cuts
tr bo onpleyabla in soni-wicillod and cporative werke In a modern
induetrialisod ac.noeky, it roquiros net cnly rwochanical skills but
2lso teehnelougicel knovlodime and oxpertiseo to undortcke spacialised
swerk.  Peronts snd pupils new fully realisce tho Gizpnity end pride thet
e with skillod werk and that bettor prospocts lie in the future for
the hluc-ccllarad man.

In ccnelusicn, mry I on Lohalf of the chornfnont CXprcss
¢ir sratitude te ell concorned for thein tocknkoal assistence in
establisking this iustituto end te all the staff, Government cfficials,
Celembe Plen experts and 7cluntary workars who heve neda the Geylang

Serei Vecntional Institute what it is tcday.

Date: 26.5.72.




