Speech of Mr., Lim Guan Hoo, Political Secretary,
Ministry of Communications, at the 11lth Graduation
Ceremony of Pre-Sea Students of the Singapore

Polytechnic held on Saturday 131.3.72 at 1600 %uria
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It gives me great pleasure to officiate at this 11lth Z¥ad n
ceremony of the Pre-Sea Students of our Polytechnic. 4s you shall very

soon be leaving our shores to embark on an exciting and challenging

life at sea, today's occasion is really a graduation-cum-send-off party.

I am indeed very glad to be able to share it with you.

You shall be away for about 3 years as Cadet Officere on board
various ships, carrying passengers and cargoes from port to port by
day or night, in fair weather or foul, altogether a very demanding
duty but I can assure you, the rewards will be most gratifying. For
some of you this will be your first experience of a long sea voyage,
an idea which you mey not take kindly to. Initially you will find it
discomforting trying to adjust to your new way of life but don't
despair. Within a short while you will be taking in your strides,
amongst other things, the rolling and pitching of the ship as you find
your sea legs. ¥hen that haprens, 1ife at sea takes on a new dimension,
and you would then be very glad to have left behind you the hustle and
bustle of life on land.

Then, AEEAREEKENICACNTHODEEECI NI vhcen calling
into a foreign port, jyou will get to know the customs, language and
livelihoods of other people therety enriching your own. DBefore the
three years are up, you will have a vast store of experiences and

stories to regale to your parents, relatives and friends.

Let me now touch on the primary purpose of your sea services
For the past year you have been given basic knowledge and necessary
theoretical backgrcund by experts in their respective ficlds. 4s
you step out to sea to continue your course, you will appreciate the
usefulness of this knowledge as you attempt to put into practice what
you have learnt. You will also find that those on boaxd the ships are
well-versed in the ways of the sea. As a first trip cadet officer, you
will do well to listen to and learn from the experienced sea~hands who
may not be as well-qualified acaderically es you are., You mey resent
this at first but acts of humility and diligence will most definitely
pay dividends later when you qualify to take command of a ship.
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On your rcturn, you will sit for the second Mate's examination
conducted by our Maiine Departmont. Your success in this examination
¥ill be your first step in cstablishing your career at sea. The oceans
provide us with a mediwn for the continuous life-stream flow of goods
and services. In the wake of this flow will be the great oprortunities
for young men like you to carve out carcers in marine transpertation
and other associated fields. The Polytechnic has, for the past twelve
years, made laudable efforts in providing the ingredients to the young
men of our nation to enable them to make full use of these opportunities,
Since August, 1960, when the first course commenced, a total of 348 cadets
have entered sea service. Some of theseo graduates are at present on
board foreign-going ships as masters or officers, while others can
be found in the Maritime Cormand, larine Department, the Port of
Singapore Authority and elscshere in the private sector, all holding
important positions of authority.

There is now well over 800,000 grose tons of ships in ocur
degigtry eand it will not te long before we reach the 1 million mark,
This growth of Singspore registcred tonnage together with incrcased
shipping activities and e.jansion programmes in shipping and port
administration have resulted in an increasing demand for trained
personnel at sea and achore, It is gratifying to observe that all
who are concerned with the trainin; of personnel hrve riszen to the
occasion end are doing a2ll they can to meet this demand. Special
mention must be made of the 3taff of the Polytechnic. The task
facing them has not been ond will not be easy but due to their
dedicetion an& excellent vork they have managed to kcep a high
standard of instruction and, I have no doubt, will ccutinue to do sc.
Let me also express my appreciation to the lerge numbers of shipowncrs,
both local and foreign, for their willing co-operation and assistence
in providing cadetships on board their vessels in the past. I hope
more shipomers will step forward and oifcer bertiis to our cadet and
junior oificcrs. Through the co-operation &nd generosity of shipowners,
we will be in a better position to obtain a pool of gualified and

well-trained office: i Dine

To the parcnis of the Pre-Sea students, those whu are concecned with
our economic progress and national interest, I ain sure, will be grateful
for their vision, encourageirent and support which enable their sons

to embark on a challenging carcer =2t sea,
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In closing, allow mc.to congratulate the graduntes of the
eleventh Pre-Sea course. The seas hold out for us imsense opportunities
vhich will not only encich our economic life but will help accolerate
the transformation of Singapore as a trading city of Southeast Asia
into a global city. 1t is in the context of this ceaseless progress
in modernizaticn and socizl evolutior that we feel proud +to set a
hicher value on your unshakable enterprising spirit and we hore that
more young men will come forward to take up the challenge as you have
done. Yours is a job to make the world smaller as you widen your
horizon. Your prospects are very bright indeed, and with your
diligence and integrity, we are sure you will be able to secure for

yourself a very bright future.

Ve wish you "Bon-Voyage'", many safe arrivals and every success

in your endeavours.
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