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We are gathered here to-day Tor a sclenn social nission.
Its success will depend on a nmunber of factors. PFirst, there are
surficient public-spirited individuals willing to contribute their
tine and services. . Second, there are sufficlent institutions willing
to lend their orgenizational strength and, when necessary, Tinancial
support. Last but not least, the leadership or the Narcotics Associaticn
of Singapore is dynanic and iuaginative,

The sige of the gathering presont here is mifricient evidence
that therc arc citizens and institutions in our Republic interested in
contrivuting their share in tackling the drug situation. Indced, one
cf the principal reasons for Torning the Harcotics Association of
Singapore is to nobilize and channelize into construetive action, public
suppert and voluntary work to deal with drug abuse in the Republic.

The other reason is that the pgovermnent cannot corpletely shoulder all
the rosponsibilitics off dealing with drug-abuse. The public nust

supplenent the efforte orf governnent.

On 218t February, this year, the Intcrmnaticnal Narcotics
Control Board, reported that drug abuse has beecnie a world prodlen.
It is described as a crisis Yacing hunanity. Indeed, in sone countrics,
the situation is truly serious. However, it is essential to sce our
drug sltuation in ite proper perspective., Wé have the bBeglnnings o drup-
abuse, .I% is not possible to neasure accurately the size of this habit,
foxr the drug trade has this unique Teature. There are no conplaining
witnesses or victins: Thore are only sellers and willing buyers. Our
arrest figures Tor drug offences last year indicate the governnent
should iake action to nip in the bud what can grow into a national
problen, if lelt unchecked. Last year, there were 2,é02 arrests, the
youngest orfender being 14 years old. What is diaturbing is the
ingreasing use oI ganja and MX pills ancng the youths. Fortunately,
heroin has lot nade a major entry into the scone. Five porsons weras

charged with possession of hercin,
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The reasons why penple take to drugs are complex. They
arec hidden;souewhere in the conditions of modern urﬁan lire, competiti-
in an'induétrial socivty, and in the copplexities .oi -mental disorder.
Because we are mnving rapidly into an industrial urban sccicty, it is
inperative we take all appropriate steps to ensure we do not fcllew

the drug-laden patias of other industrial societies.

The responsibilitiss of government are throefolds—

(1) to cnsure that nene of the prohibitsd durgs entors
illegally into Singapore and reaches the consumers.
The nain burden of this work Falls o the newly-created
Central Narcotics Bureaw; whict has 21s0 established

intelligence links with cther countries.

to generate a eclimate oY sccial sancticn against the
use of drugs and o educate the public on the dangers

o drug abusc,

(iii) to provide troatuent, rchabilitation, and gounselling

gervices.

The Central Kareotics Bureau willi co-ordinste the eirorts ol
the various Ministries in dealing with drug abuse., On the énforecnent
side, it will co-ordinate the work of the Folice, Custons, and the
Health officials. On fhe educaticnal, preventive, and wellarc side, it
will work with other Ministries. The role of the Ministry oif Education
is edueational and preventive, centred prinarily 6n the prowision orf
drug abuse cducatisn in the curriculun. This Minigtry will also operate
a systen of counselling and guidance. Treatuent apd rehabilitation of
drug addicts will be rrovided by the Ministry o¥ Health, while the

inistry of Social Affairs will continue to provide conpulsory super-

vigion tc druig ofTenders sent by the Court.

It is in the arcas not covered by the vorious Ministries .
that the Narcotics Asscciation of Sin anpcre can ccnplénant tha exforts
of government, especially in drug education and crunselling.’ The
Central Narcotics Bureau will work in Tull co—opcfation with the

Association. -
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The next stage ia the progranie oy action is to introduce
legislation providing for enhanced punishment. When it is ready,
it will be nade public. Throughcut the woxld, drug lawa have been
based generally on the prenise that drug abuse has to be suppressed, -
and this can be deone ~n the use or cridinal enforenent and penal
sanctions. Thgy rarse JTron laws iving the judges discretion tc inpese
punishnent according to the gravity of the oirence, as is the practice
in pany countries, to nandatory nminioun terms of inprisonnent,
increasing in severity with repeated oirences, as in the case in the
United States. In oore recent years, the death penalty has been
introduced Yor trefYickers in XKorea, Taiwan, Scuth Vietnan, Iran
aﬁd Thailand. The proposed legislation will not be as Draconian &8
to introduce the deatn penalty, but, the enhanced punishmendt, ix¥

efYectively enlorced, shculd serve as o Ceterrent,

On this ncte, I will end this address. Suifice it only Tor

me to say thank you to 2ll of you, and tc wish the Association every

success in its endeavour.

Datet 3jrd March, 1972.




